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Every summer, hundreds of children come to Switzerland to learn, travel, meet new friends, 
and explore the Alps. Faculty and staff from around the world take a break from their 
academic year jobs and university courses to act as teachers, counselors, advisors, and dorm 
parents. The sun-drenched campus becomes a home-away-from-home for the people who 
make up the TASIS Summer Programs.

Summer is a special time at TASIS. Academics are intensive, as students focus on core 
subjects from languages to the arts. The enviable locations of the TASIS campuses allow 
students to explore beautiful, interesting, and historic places, giving hands-on experience 
in their target academic field. This summer edition of eTASIS Today is filled with images 
and stories from all of the TASIS Summer Programs based in Switzerland, and we hope it 
captures the spirit of these brief but dynamic weeks.

Along with a round-up of the Summer Programs, we’ve included some campus news. We 
hope you enjoy this e-publication.

This e-publication rests on our website, and its format allows us to send it directly 
to your email address. Some alumni and TASIS friends will not receive this in their 
inbox, however, since we are still missing the email addresses of many alumni. Please 
share this publication with others (on Facebook, Twitter, etc.) and encourage interested 
individuals to get in touch with their current information. Contact alumni@tasis.ch if 
you want to be included in future mailings, and please note that we will not share your 
address with anyone.

Welcome to the Summer Programs eTASIS Today!

Check out 
 the 2012 TASIS 

Summer Programs!

http://summer.tasis.com/page.cfm?p=5
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The Summer eTASIS Today allows you to go beyond the stories included in this 
e-publication. Look for these buttons, which might take you to a photo gallery, a 
link to a summer  TASIS video, or the TASIS website with further information. 

P h o t o  G a l l e r i e s

TASIS Videos

Read Additional Information

Check out more photos and video!!
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news

Vincent Clarke, longtime TSP Director, announced his 
retirement at the end of second session. He has served as a teacher, 
advisor, counselor, and Director in his years of work with TASIS, 
and has mentored hundreds of students and staff. We will miss 
his face around campus! A fitting tribute to Vincent will appear 
in our spring TASIS Today (print version). If you have a story or 
memory to share, please send it to yvonne.procyk@tasis.ch.

CDE and MSP Volleyball: The Rivalry

TASIS to begin TASIS Soccer Academy in 2012

For nearly a decade, a 
highlight of the CDE 
and MSP calendar is 
the staff volleyball game. 
The anticipation begins 
early in the session, 
as children in both 
programs create posters, 
invent cheers, and plan 
a special dress code to 
help boost the spirit of 
the competition. The 
adults get just as involved; the teams wear matching outfits— from 
tie-dye to soccer shirts to specially-made t-shirts—and play practical 
jokes to psych the other team out. (An example from this summer: 
Notes were found in every MSP staff member’s mailbox claiming 

the game had been 
cancelled, a prank 
that was creative, 
yet unsuccessful 
in its convincing!) 
Historically, the 
scores are relatively 
equal, though in 
2010 CDE’s blowout 
of MSP left them 
perhaps a bit too 
cocky going into this 

year’s first session match. MSP attacked and left a stunned CDE 
staff wondering what had happened. Second session, CDE got 
their bragging rights back, resulting in a win for each this summer. 
The question is, who will reign next year? 

One of the standout programs for 
both TSP and MSP students is the 
TASIS connection with the AC 
Milan Junior Program. Students 
with a passion for soccer are 
encouraged to develop their skills 
by working with professionals 
who train players of the world-
renowned soccer club AC Milan. 
While this afternoon activity will 
still be available next summer for 
TSP and MSP students, TASIS 
will also offer a three-week TASIS 
Soccer Academy for students aged 11-14. Located near Bardolino 
on Lake Garda, Italy, the camp will allow students to learn either 
English or Italian in the mornings and will train five afternoons a 
week with AC Milan coaches. Aimed at students who are serious 
about soccer, this new venture will encourage and inspire young 
players to be the best players they can be. For more information, 
contact summer@tasis.ch.

The thrill of victory and agony of defeat

Vincent Says Goodbye
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news

Paving the Way for Young Scientists

Purchase a Paver

Camp Science 
Naming Opportunities

Campus Construction

With the generous help of alumni and friends, we are taking the next 
major step forward in achieving the vision of the TASIS Global Village. 
The Campo Science Center is scheduled for completion in 2014.

An integral part of the TASIS mission is to transmit “the heritage of 
Western civilization and world cultures: the creations, achievements, 
traditions, and ideals from the past that offer purpose in the present 
and hope for the future.” By investing in the most advanced 
science center possible, we can live out this part of our educational 
philosophy, encouraging students to question, experiment, theorize, 
and explore. Science is taught at every grade level at TASIS. Whether 
it is Chemistry, Biology, Physics, or Ecology, TASIS teachers make 
science interesting and relevant, and impress upon their students the 
importance of mastering and expanding their scientific knowledge.

We have excellent teachers in the natural sciences, but the spaces on 
campus currently allocated to them are outdated, inadequate, and 
crowded. Our students need better facilities: a new, purpose-built, 
fully-equipped, state-of-the-art science center. The new laboratories 
will have generous work spaces, power sockets, sinks, gas taps, 
and equipment necessary to conduct a variety of secure and safe 
experiments for all grade levels. Separate lab preparatory rooms will 
further increase the teaching space. Campo Science will be the most 
advanced science center among competing schools, and will help us 
to build on our reputation for excellence. These new facilities, coupled 

The TASIS campus continues to change and improve with 
every season, adding valuable and necessary space to allow 
for growth and program improvements for both the Summer 
Programs and the Academic Year. In mid-August, “The Crane” 
re-appeared in the center of campus to begin construction 
of the next building in the Master Plan, nestled between 
the Palmer Cultural Center and the hillside below Ca’ Gioia. 
This will contain a new small gymnasium (the Palestrina) 
and four purpose-built art studios for ceramics, photography, 
drawing and painting, and architecture and design courses, 
and will be ready for student use beginning in Fall 2012. 
 

with our exceptional teachers and curriculum, will ensure that TASIS 
maintains its commitment to the Arts, Humanities, and Sciences.

TASIS is offering a variety of ways for you to make your mark on 
campus or honor someone special. Consider purchasing a paving 
stone for $200, engraved with your name or the name of your 
honoree(s), and you will not only be setting an important name 
in stone, but you will also be supporting a great cause as well. 
These paving stones will be placed on the walkway, or piazzetta, of 
the Campo Science Center. The links below will take you to the 
TASIS Switzerland website and more information on how you 
can become a part of this exciting project.

Construction begins on the Palestrina and Art Center

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1464
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1463
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Summer Celebrations
Summertime is a time to celebrate a number of 
special holidays. Both the Château d’Oex and Lugano 
campuses celebrate Canada Day on July 1 and 
American Independence Day on July 4 with barbecues, 
special desserts, classroom activities, or stories told at 
meal times. But perhaps the most exciting celebration 
during the summer is Swiss Day, on August 1.

Every year, the MSP Program hires a boat for a twilight 
cruise around Lake Lugano, and this year’s wonderful 
weather made for a beautiful evening. After dinner, 
buses drove the students to the Paradiso landing dock 
where a boat awaited them. Staff spent a lot of time 
decorating the boats in red and white, hanging lights 
and flags and setting up snacks and drinks stations. 
Staff DJs kept the music playing as the boats dodged 
hundreds of other boats taking advantage of the mild 
Monday evening. Once darkness fell, the fireworks 
began, and what a spectacle it was! This year’s fireworks 
were an endless explosion of color and light. It was a 
fitting way to end a magical evening for all. 

Every year, MSP students work with their classes to present 
two special events for CDE children. The events serve as 
practical application of the skills they learn in their courses. 
This year’s Carnival took place inside classrooms and in the 
Palestra rather than outside due to unpredictable weather, 
but this location shift didn’t dampen the spirits of the event. 
CDE children ate crepes prepared by the French classes and 
gelato prepared by the Italian class. They participated in 
events such as musical chairs, bowling, pin the trunk on the 
elephant, and hula hooping, where the winners went away 
with sweet treats. This year’s Puppet Show included short skits, songs, and adapted fairy tales written especially for the 
language students, performed in the MSP students’ target language. Every class rehearsed their skit, recorded it using 
GarageBand, directed the puppet movements, and performed for the CDE children. Both events were a rousing success.

news

Carnival and Puppet Show
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Monday evenings on the Lugano campus are deemed Cultural 
Nights, when students gather in the Palestra to experience a variety 
of special events. This year’s line-up included TASIS alumna teacher 
and friend Judith Emeline, who sang an eclectic mix of spiritual 
songs with her beautiful, hearty voice, backed by a jazzy ensemble 
whose music echoed throughout the Collina d’Oro. Milan’s La 
Scala Dancers performed moving and graceful excerpts from 
world-renowned ballets. Another highlight was a performance 
by two of Italy’s top magicians who delighted the children by 
conjuring tricks and illusions. 
Some even involved 
audience participation (see 
photo)! Along with making 
objects disappear and re-
appear, one of the magicians 
found his way into a human-
sized balloon! This year’s 
offerings were indeed events 
to remember.

Once again, talented Michele Josue '97 has created a set of videos 
that visually portray the many events that make up TASIS in 
the summer months. Summer shows poignant and charming 
viewpoints of what TASIS summer program students think of this 
special time of year. A TASIS Summer is a creative listing of words 
that surround these summer months - such as beach, art, learning, 
and fun. Adventure gives viewers a glimpse of challenging, exciting 

activities—from touring a new 
city to exploring a castle to 
rock climbing or paragliding—
events that stretch our students 
to learn and grow.

Summer Video Series Now Available Remember the Summer Magic in Photos
TASIS is lucky to have 
talented photographers on 
staff who capture many 
summer activities and 
events with their cameras. 
Visit our TASIS summer 
SmugMug photo galleries 
to re-live your experiences 
through the hundreds of 
photographs, which are all 
available for purchase. Click 
on the Smugmug link below. 

A Very Cultured Evening 

TASIS Summer 
Video Series

Michele Josue '97

Milo Zanecchia '08

http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011
http://summer.tasis.com/page.cfm?p=411
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TASIS Summer Programs
The Beginning of Le Château des Enfants
“In the spring of 1970, Mrs. Fleming invited us to her house to tell us about her latest "crazy 
idea". However, the idea was not as crazy as it first seemed. Mrs. Fleming wanted to create 
an international program for young children in the summer and was asking us to head it. 
We accepted with enthusiasm....not really know what we were in for!
     The first year was idyllic: we had 13 children and we were five adults taking care of them. 
The place, too, was idyllic: a medieval castle in southern France, Le Château de la Boissière, 
outside Uzès. We had the whole of the Provence within our reach.
    The next year we were looking forward to renewing our acquaintance with this beautiful 
area, when Mrs. Fleming, who likes to keep her staff flexible and young, announced to us in 
the spring that La Boissière was for sale and that the program would take place in Lugano. 
That time we were running for two months and our numbers had grown to 61. We lodged 
in one wing of Villa Negroni while ARTE, the drama program sponsored by TASIS, had 
the other wing. Once our first disappointment was over, we discovered that Ticino offered 
as much excitement for our youngsters as southern France. We took them to Monte San 
Salvatore, Monte Generoso, the Swiss Miniature in Melide, and the castles in Bellinzona. 
We organized boat rides on the lake and walks in the neighboring hills.
     Last year our group grew to 90 children and this year we are beating all our records with 
a total number of 130 for the two months. The first month we took over the whole Villa 
Negroni: the girls had their quarters in the main wing while the boys lodged in the Pozzo 
wing. It was a very good month which climaxed with an open house for parents and a 
banquet followed by an evening of plays.” (Written in 1973 by John and Michèle Watson)

The 1960s The 1970s The 1980s

1964 - 1970 

Summer School at Le 
Château de la Boissière, 

Uzès, France

1969 

Summer Theatre 
Workshop in Europe

(STWE)

1970 
Summer of Study 

one summer only

(SOS)

1970 - Present 

Le Château des 
Enfants (CDE)
First year at La 

Boissière, France, 
then Vezia, later 

Montagnola

1971 - 1978

TASIS Lugano 
Summer School

1978 - Present 

TASIS Summer 
Language Progam 

Lugano (TSLP), 
2004 renamed 
TASIS Summer 
Program (TSP)

1964 
Summer Seminar 

for Adults

1978 - Present 
TASIS England 
Summer School 
(TESS and TELP)

1980- 1981

Nursery School (summer 
program for ages 3-6) 

Montagnola

TASIS France Adult 
Musical Program

(summer)

1977
The Summer 

Outdoor European 
Experience 
(Swiss Alps 

Mountaineering/
Cycle Touring)

1986 - Present

TASIS French Language 
Program (TFLP) in Le 

Château de Beauchamps 
until 1989

It would be impossible to recall the history of the 
TASIS Summer Programs in a few short paragraphs. 
Throughout the years, programs have been invented, 
then started, then cut; have moved locations, grown, 
shrunk, or shifted; needless to say, they are still 
evolving! Each year brings new challenges, and each 
group of students and staff make their mark on the 
programs by finding new ways to celebrate learning, 
summertime, and Switzerland.

John and Michèle Watson were the first directors of 
the CDE program in 1970.  They reminisced about 
CDE's beginnings in In Pursuit of Excellence, the 
TASIS history book. Their words capture the creative 
spirit of Mrs. Fleming, and also trace the beginnings 
of the longest-running TASIS summer program. 
Every program has its own story, but the Watsons’ 
words represent a common story of TASIS summer 
programming. The programs may have evolved, but 
the core focus and values have not changed.
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The 1980s The 1990s The 2000s

1987

TASIS France Adult 
Musical Program

(summer)

1991-2001

TASIS French 
Language Program 

moved to 
Rougemont, 
Switzerland

1993 - Present

TASIS Spanish 
Summer Program in 
Salamanca, Spain 

(TSSP)

1999 - Present

TASIS Middle School 
Program (MSP)

2002 - Present

TASIS Château d'Oex 
TFLP Summer Program 
moved from Rougemont

2004 - Present

Art and Architecture 
in Les Tapies

2010 - Present

TASIS Château 
d'Oex Middle School 
Program (CDMSP)

*New in 2012*

TASIS Soccer 
Academy 

at Lake Garda, Italy

1986 - Present

TASIS French Language 
Program (TFLP) in Le 

Château de Beauchamps 
until 1989

1989

La Vie de 
Château - 

Summer Program 
for adults in 

Le Château de 
Beauchamps

2002 - 2004

TASIS Tuscan 
Academy of Art and 

Culture

At a Glance:
2011 TASIS Summer Programs 

Lugano
CDE 231 students  82 Boarding/149 Day  31 Nationalities

MSP  255 students 212 Boarding/43 Day 35 Nationalities

TSP  320 students 290 Boarding/30 Day  37 Nationalities

Château d'Oex

CDMSP/TFLP  85 Students   20 Nationalities

32% of the total Summer Programs students (891) were returning students.
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Le Château des Enfants

The counselors and children who were 
lucky enough to be a part of Le Château 
des Enfants 2011 had an unforgettable 
summer. With two full sessions, the 
campus was alive with the laughter and 
sounds of 4- to 10-year-olds, who busied 
themselves with music, games, learning, 
and making new friends.
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L e  C h â t e a u  d e s  E n f a n t s 
F i r s t  s e s s i o n

L e  C h â t e a u  d e s  E n f a n t s 
S e c o n d  S e s s i o n

Le Château des Enfants

http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/CDE/18059701_KfGc9K#1470440459_3wWtkTR
http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/Le-Ch%C3%A2teau-des-Enfants-CDE/18946568_bwJbpK#1470502008_k2xpbX4


CDE Camping Adventures!

One of the most anticipated activities of 
the CDE summer is always the camping 
trip, where the 8- to 10-year-olds spend 
an evening under the stars with roasted 
marshmallows, campfire singing, and 
sleeping in tents. This year’s first session 
children discovered the joys of camping in 
not-so-perfect weather – but the rain didn’t 
dampen the spirits of this lively bunch! 
Clad in waterproof ponchos, the children 
walked, played in the mud, and sang songs 
as they waited for the “rain, rain” to “go 
away, come again some other day.” And it 
did – just in time for s’mores by the fire! 

Second session went by without a hitch, 
and the beautiful weather made for 
breathtaking views, exciting hikes, and a 
perfect starry night!



Fun Activities Every Day
Class time was a favorite time of day for CDE children. Every 
morning, students gathered together to learn English, French, or 
Italian, using singing, drama, and play-acting to help develop 
their confidence in the language. Children also studied drama and 
movement, conducted various science experiments, and spent an 
hour a day in a special singing class. The children’s young minds 
were sponges, and many left knowing how to sing, speak, and 
listen in another language.

CDE singing class brings everything together for the students. 
Music director Melody Tibbits spent an hour every afternoon 
teaching the children songs in various languages. The children 
(and indeed the staff) especially enjoyed the songs that 
incorporated actions, and performed their favorite songs both 
for their parents on Final Night. “Music class with the CDE 
children was such a joy to me,” Melody says. The class focused on 
the comprehension of the English language through music. To 
strengthen the international experience, the children also learned 
music in Japanese, French, German, and Latin. “We strove for a 
general understanding of music, including rudimentary theory 
and rhythmic studies. Teaching music at TASIS has proven to 
me that music truly is the universal language of unity, bringing 
together people of all ages and cultures.”

The pool is a favorite CDE location every afternoon when 
counselors and campers cool off and enjoy an hour of  “pool time”.
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M S P  F i r s t  S e s s i o n 
S m u g m u g  G a l l e r y

The 
Middle 
School 

Program

http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/MIddle-School-Program/18947246_H93493#1470571424_KLdLgSt


In the Classroom
Middle School students spent their mornings studying various languages 
– English, French, and Italian, but also the language of musical theater. 
Twenty-one 1st-session students spent their mornings dancing, singing, 
and learning scenes from renowned plays and musicals. Language students 
used their skills to prepare a puppet show and a carnival with games and 
prizes, both performed for the Le Château des Enfants children (see page 
4). Every class also spent two afternoons a week on special excursions 
with their teachers, including kayaking trips, tennis, and visiting the 
Falconeria in Locarno. With over 20 hours of academic instruction each 
week, MSP students improved their knowledge of their chosen course 
and learned practical application of their skills.

Summer Programs 2011  13

One of the standout programs for both TSP and MSP 
students is the TASIS connection with the AC Milan Junior 
Program. Students with a passion for soccer were encouraged 
to develop their skills by working with professionals who 
train players of the world-renowned soccer club AC Milan. 
For MSP students, this sports track met three afternoons a 
week, allowing young players to indulge their passion and 
find confidence in their game.

AC Milan Junior Program

M S P  S e c o n d  S e s s i o n 
S m u g m u g  G a l l e r y

http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/Middle-School-Program-MSP/18957488_2dbdB3#1471698335_HKjvbnd


14  eTASIS TODAY Summer Programs 2011  15

MSP: Afternoon Challenges

An MSP Afternoon
MSP students are an active bunch! After mornings 
of lessons, the students spent two afternoons a week 
participating in activities that challenged them 
physically and mentally. Some students chose to 
focus on sports, including soccer with AC Milan 
coaches, tennis, archery, and basketball. The more 
adventurous chose activities such as windsurfing, 
horseback riding, rock climbing, and waterskiing. 
Still others spent their afternoons studying art, 
where they learned about various artists and 
their techniques while creating works using these 
techniques. The results of their work were displayed 
in the Palestra on Final Night for others to view. 

"I didn't think I could 

make it to the top, but 

my counselor helped me 

so much...I think I got 

stronger this summer."

     - MSP student
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MSP: Afternoon Challenges

"It is so rewarding to watch 

kids challenge themselves, 

whether by climbing a 

mountain or learning a verb 

tense or making friends 

with someone from a 

different country. " 

  - MSP teacher

MSP Explores Central Europe
Every summer, MSP students choose to take part in 
overnight trips throughout Switzerland and northern 
Italy. This summer, these trips included destinations 
such as Florence, St. Moritz, Verona, and Nice. “I 
swam in the ocean for the first time,” said one MSP 
student who visited Nice. “The stones on the beach 
were hot, but the water felt great and I tasted salt on 
my lips for the rest of the day!” An always popular 
destination is Andermatt, where students get to walk 
on a glacier and see beautiful caves and crevasses 
made of ice. “Andermatt was so cool,” one student 
said. “I didn’t think I would have the courage to go ice 
climbing but I did and I loved it!”   
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Academic Classes
TSP may take place in the summer 

months, but the mornings were filled with 

learning activities as students brushed up 

on their foreign language skills or studied 

the Arts. Throughout the summer, digital 

photography students wandered with their 

cameras, seeking inspiration from the 

daily life around TASIS. Language-learners 

debated over ping-pong during breaks, and 

musical theater students ran their lines in the 

sunshine. Extra activities, such as lectures, 

field trips, and games, kept students inspired 

to learn.

T S P  F i r s t  S e s s i o n
S m u g m u g  G a l l e r i e s 

Academic Lecture Series
As part of a supplemental lecture series, TSP Dean of Students 
Andrew Eschelbacher gave a series of talks to students. Topics 
included Diego Rivera, the development of Impressionism and 
Modern Art, and Technology and the American Experience. He 
also gave Italian students special talks on the Sistine Chapel and 
Caravaggio. One of the most popular, however, was for French 
students, entitled Paris Monuments from 1800-2000, which 
focused on the Arc de Triomphe, the Triumph of the Republic at 
Place de la Nation, the Eiffel Tower, the Pyramid at the Louvre, 
and La Defense. “Along with an overview of these important 
structures, I wanted to stress the way planners, sculptors, and 
architects were conscious of both the nation’s history and the 
city’s existing monument sphere when erecting new works,” 
Eschelbacher said.

Digital Photography
A favorite summertime course is Digital Photography, 
where students learn the basics of how to take photos, use 
software to enhance their photos, and choose which photos 
are best from a variety of images. Students show their work 
throughout the session. To see some of their work, click on 
the TSP Photo Gallery link here. Digital Photo Gallery

TASIS Summer Program

T S P  S e c o n d  S e s s i o n
S m u g m u g  G a l l e r i e s 

http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/TASIS-Summer-Program-TSP-First/18958370_qjRvLQ#1471801736_TVvMcXH
http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/TASIS-Summer-Program-TSP-First/18958370_qjRvLQ#1471815049_frQbczj
http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/TASIS-Summer-Program-TSP/19103187_VQL3nb#1486945296_crb3vjj
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One of the highlights of the TSP summer is the annual Olympics. 
Students are broken up into advisor groups – 10 to 11 students led by 
a counselor – and must compete against each other in various tests of 
skill, athleticism, judgment, and creativity. 
This year, each team was first given the task 
to develop a team name, flag, and cheer, 
which they used throughout the event (and 
indeed, for the rest of the session!). This 
year’s groups were exceptionally creative 
with the face paint. All of the groups met 
in the Palestra for the Olympics, which 

included intense musical chairs and relay games (such as the potato 
sack race and mummifying a team member, pictured below). The 
most competitive of events requires students to construct a boat from 

cardboard, duct tape, and plastic. Using the 
TASIS pool as a racecourse, one team member 
sailed their team boat across the pool and 
back, hoping for the fastest time. Teams were 
awarded points throughout the Olympics for 
both winning and for spirit, and the team 
with the most points won a pizza party at a 
local restaurant.

Olympics
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Andermatt

TSP Explores Europe
Travel is always a highlight for TSP students, and this year’s weekend 
options were a popular way for students to explore central Europe. 
Every week, various trips are offered, and students sign up for their 
preferred trip – which means they can go with their friends, which 
is a bonus! This year, Saturday day trips were especially popular, 
and included city breaks to Milan, Lucerne, Verona, and Zurich, 
where the students were given the freedom to explore these places 
on their own – which usually 
included time shopping! For 
the more adrenaline-inclined, 
day trips included rafting 
and caving with local guides. 
Adventure-types also enjoyed 
Sunday half-day trips, such as 
canyoning and rock climbing. 
Students who preferred culture 

to adventure spent their afternoons on the Ascona promenade, visiting 
the beautiful Villa Balbianello on Lake Como, meandering the gardens of 
the Borromean Islands, or watching out for Hollywood-types in Bellagio.
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Nice

Monte Tamaro

Lucerne Rome

Paris

Venice
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Château d'Oex (TFLP & 
CDMSP) Smugmug Gallery

Classes during the morning were followed by activities, sports, and excursions in the evenings.

http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/Ch%C3%A2teau-dOex-TFLP-and-CDMSP/19149517_L8tpBv#1491805242_fVfnTzZ
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A Château d'Oex Summer 
        Adventure, Travel, and Learning with a French twist

What better place to study French than the charming small town of Château d’Oex? Students between 
the ages of 11-13 learned or improved their French or English in the Château d'Oex Middle School 
Program. The students worked hard in the mornings with their languages classes, and then explored the 
Swiss countryside every afternoon. Adventures abounded as the CDMSP students this summer conquered 
the rivers with some wild river rafting, rock climbing, and canyoning! It takes a lot of courage to jump off 
a rock into a swift moving river and “go with the flow!”

Older students (ages 14-17) spent their mornings learning vocabulary, grammar, and other language skills 
which they put to use throughout the day, during their afternoon excursions, and together with friends in 
the evenings, as French was the common language between many students. Evening activities in French 
included Swiss Night, a quiz night based on Swiss geography and history, trips to the local Saturday 
morning market, and sports matches against local teens on the village soccer field – all of which provided 
real-world situations for students to practice their French.
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CDMSP and TFLP Adventures Continue...

CDMSP Trips
While afternoon excursions and day trips are an 
exciting way for CDMSP students to practice 
their target languages and explore Switzerland, the 
overnight trips are even more fun for the children. 
Nice was a popular destination, especially for 
students studying French, as they were able to use the 
language  in shops and cafes. Along with swimming 
and touring Nice, the children visited the popular 
Provencal hill town of St. Paul de Vence and the 
renowned aquarium in Monaco, where along with 
the fish they could see a display of the wedding attire 
of Prince Albert and Princess Charlene. Students also 
visited the TASIS Lugano campus, where they were 
introduced to Ticinese culture by visiting a grotto, 
museums, and taking a boat ride on Lake Lugano.



22  eTASIS TODAY Summer Programs 2011  23

CDMSP and TFLP Adventures Continue...

Spring 2009 - 17

TFLP Trips
Always popular with students, TFLP trips included excursions to major Swiss cities 
such as Geneva and Bern and overnight trips to Nice, on the famous Côte d'Azur, 
where students practiced their French in restaurants and shops and together on the 
beach or in museums. Perhaps the most exciting was the six-day trip to Paris, which 
allowed students to explore the French capital while using the skills they practiced 
during the session. Students toured the Louvre and the Musée d’Orsay, watched 
a ballet and Mamma Mia in French, and visited the Eiffel Tower. Of course Paris 

always brings surprises, 
and this year students 
stumbled upon a set for 
a music video by popular 
hip-hop artist Mos Def 
and attended a special 
afternoon tea at the home 
of one of the students.
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Fabulous Final Week Performances

The final week of the session always has a special buzz around it. Not 
only are students rushing to complete assignments and polish their 
songs and dances, they are also beginning to realize that the special 
bubble of camp is about to burst and release everyone back into their 
real lives. These bittersweet last few days are jam-packed with rehearsals, 
classes, and special events.

For Château d’Oex students, Final Day is a celebration of togetherness. 
Many families attend these events, which include a special lunch and 
musical performance in the afternoon by CDMSP students, and a 
dinner and drama performance by TFLP students.

In Lugano, this year’s final week celebrations included the premiere of 
the TSP Musical, Ready, Set, Go!. TSP students spent their final night 
together on a boat on Lake Lugano, dancing and talking into the wee 
hours. MSP and CDE students welcomed many of their parents to 
Final Night events, which included a special buffet dinner and musical 
and drama performances by both programs. Final Night is, of course, 
final, but it is also the beginning of friendships and memories, which 
last a lifetime.

"Close your eyes and make a wish that we'll always be together." 

CDE Final Night
 First Session

CDE Final Night
 Second Session

MSP Final Night
First Session

http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/CDE/18059701_KfGc9K#1470450502_MSkZ5sx
http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/Le-Ch%C3%A2teau-des-Enfants-CDE/18946568_bwJbpK#1470504990_VfsV6cc
http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/MIddle-School-Program/18947246_H93493#1470600525_GkvKj7M
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The Musicals

 

Fabulous Final Week Performances

TASIS was privileged to have 
Todd Fletcher on campus again 
this summer to work with all 
three Lugano programs. Thirty 
students turned up to try out 
for the TSP musical only to find 
out that it didn't exist yet - and 
that they would write it together! 
The students stepped up to the 
challenge, which was a huge 
success. Todd also helped MSP 
Director Sabrina Jacob with the 
Middle School performance 
of Once On This Island, an abridged version of this Broadway smash 
hit loosely based on Disney’s The Little Mermaid. “It was the best play 
I’ve ever seen,” remarked one Italian MSP student. “I loved the music!” 
Forty-two MSP students took part in the musical. CDE children also 
performed another Fletcher creation, William Tell, which showcased 
some wonderful singing and energetic dancing!

"Close your eyes and make a wish that we'll always be together." 

MSP Final Night
 Second Session

TSP Final Night
 First Session

TSP Final Night
 Second Session

http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/Middle-School-Program-MSP/18957488_2dbdB3#1470507293_zdB7rQ7
http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/TASIS-Summer-Program-TSP-First/18958370_qjRvLQ#1471820158_T6CKWpj
http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011/TASIS-Summer-Program-TSP/19103187_VQL3nb#1486952815_W8PwPZK
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Summer Staff to Winter Staff
Working a TASIS summer can sometimes lead to new opportunities, including jobs for the academic year! This year, four summer staffers are staying 
on to work at TASIS. We caught up with a few of them. There are many others who work in the summer and also work during the Academic Year 
including teachers Florence Kofler, Mario d'Azzo, Masa Yo, and Stephanie Roth, and all of the administrative staff and personale.

Gaby Sforza '07

Position: CDE Counselor; Middle School Intern, 2011-2012

Favorite Sara Li flavor: Nocciola

Best thing about TASIS summer: Meeting staff members and children from all over the world gives a 

mind-opening experience.

What are you looking forward to this year? Trying to give the students the experience I was able to 

have while I was a student.

Sonia Maczeakova

Position: MSP EAL teacher; Middle School EAL teacher

Favorite Sara Li flavor: Stracciatella and Nutella

Best thing about TASIS summer: The relaxed atmosphere on campus, introducing students to the 

beautiful nature and cultural traditions of Switzerland and Italy, helping students overcome their fears

What are you looking forward to this year? Trips with students, and I’m eager to watch and 

contribute as the Middle School grows and develops. And eating lots of pasta, chicken, and potatoes.

Anna Kavalauskas

Position: MSP Day Student Dean; EAL teacher, 2011-2012

Favorite Sara Li flavor: Nutella

Best thing about TASIS summer: I am especially moved by how well students from all nationalities 

get along. I know I sound sentimental, but although there are still disputes and tensions between 

countries, I am sure MSP students leave each session more knowledgeable and compassionate people 

with friends all over the globe.

What are you looking forward to this year? Getting to know the students on a more personal level. 

I'll be living with 50 or so 11th-grade girls!

Tom Lill

Position: Château d’Oex Academic Dean; Middle School PE Teacher

Favorite Sara Li flavor: Vanilla

Best thing about TASIS summer: I love where we live – in chalets between the mountains. The beauty is 

breathtaking and there are so many things to do there.

What are you looking forward to this year? I'm looking forward to getting stuck in with all the extras 

around the teaching -  traveling, sports, cultural experiences, etc. These are an integral part of a child’s 

learning and I wish more schools would do them..
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The Wit and Wisdom of Mary Crist Fleming

T H E

 W I T  A N D  W I S D O M
O F 

TA S I S
T h e  A m e r i c a n  S c h o o l  i n  Sw i t z e r l a n d

"Youth is the best time to form 
the impressions that can advance 
international understanding. 
Together...with mutual 
understanding gained through 
language and personal meetings...a 
new generation can help to keep 
our unified culture in peace."
  —M. Crist Fleming, 1960s
      TASIS Founder

An Inspiring Tribute: The Wit and Wisdom of Mary Crist Fleming
To celebrate Mrs. Fleming’s centenary, TASIS published a collection of quotations from Mrs. Fleming’s 
speeches, yearbook messages, private notes, and conversations. This special volume was edited by Lyle Rigg, 
former headmaster of TASIS Switzerland (1982-84 & 2007-08) and TASIS England (1984-98 & 2009-
2010). It is possible to purchase a hard cover copy of the book or view the book in its entirety online.

To order a hard cover copy: contact alumni@tasis.ch for your copy of The Wit and Wisdom of Mary Crist 
Fleming for only $15 (including shipping). 

To view the electronic online version: Follow this link Wit and Wisdom.  Please note that once you have 
opened the book online, a download button on the document is available.

http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/the_wit_and_wisdom_of_m._crist_fleming?mode=embed&layout=http%3A%2F%2Fskin.issuu.com%2Fv%2Flight%2Flayout.xml
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TASIS The American School In Switzerland
CH-6926 Montagnola, Collina d’Oro, Switzerland 

Tel: +41 91 960 5151 - www.tasis.ch 

Check out
 the 2012 TASIS 

Summer Programs!

http://summer.tasis.com/page.cfm?p=5

