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The Fall eTASIS Today has enjoyed close to 34,000 different page views by over 

2,000 different readers. We were thrilled by the response to our first attempt at an 

e-publication. One reader wrote, “Thank you for a glimpse into life now at TASIS - 

far different from how it was in my day, and a trigger for many memories!” It is 

important for all TASIS friends and families to understand that eTASIS Today is only 

a supplement to our printed TASIS Today and will not replace the printed version.

This issue takes a look at the last four months of TASIS life. For many TASIS alumni 

January rekindles memories of Ski Term in Andermatt, St. Moritz, or Crans-Montana. 

Photographs and a description of this year’s Ski Week can be found inside this issue. 

Other articles include a look at “The Changing Campus”. The TASIS Global Village is 

quickly becoming a reality with stunning, remarkable buildings adding to our already 

beautiful campus.

Just a reminder - although this 

e-publication will be on our website, 

its format allows us to send it 

directly to your email address. Some 

alumni and TASIS friends will not 

receive this in their inbox, however, 

since we are still missing the 

email addresses of many of you. 

Please share this publication with 

others and encourage past friends 

and alumni to contact us with 

their current information. Contact 

alumni@tasis.ch if you want to be 

included in future mailings, and 

note that we will not share your 

address with anyone.

You liked the first eTASIS Today - so here is another one!

Headmaster Michael Ulku-Steiner poses with 
ES students during International Week.
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eTASIS Today allows you to connect with TASIS beyond the stories included 

in this e-publication. Look for these buttons, which will take you to a photo 

gallery, to one of Michele Josue’s excellent TASIS videos, or to the TASIS 

website with further information. 

P h o t o  G a l l e r i e s

TASIS Videos

Read Additional Information

The interactive buttons are back!
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On  Tuesday, november 30, Adora Svitak delivered a keynote address as part of the 
Senior Humanities Program. Adora, a child prodigy and internationally published author, 
visited TASIS as a part of a rigorous touring schedule. Her visit was timely, as TASIS is 
working to highlight the role of building partnerships through our Service Learning 
program, and Adora’s speech capitalized on this effort.

Adora’s keynote address focused on the potential for all people to act as leaders. In 
particular, she highlighted great leaders who came from humble as well as privileged 
backgrounds. She connected many of her examples to people at TASIS, including 
alumni and our Founder, Mrs. Fleming. She asked current students to identify leaders 
and leadership qualities they recognize in people at TASIS and in broader society. In her 
keynote address, which included much audience participation, Adora helped us to see 
how leadership is not beyond the means of any of us. She also spent an afternoon with 
the yearbook committee, discussing the importance of blogs, social networking, and 
online connections to student journalism.

From March 21-25, forensic entomologists Dr. Rich Merritt & Dr. Ryan Kimbirauskas will 
be at TASIS. While on campus, they will present a lecture entitled: Maggots and Murder: 
Forensic Entomology in the Classroom.

SHP Guest - Adora Svitak  

Read more about the SHP

Author & child prodigy Adora Svitak

“After reading through Fall 2010 
eTASIS Today I discovered a photo 
(page 29) where it was mentioned 
that the Alumni Office would like 
to know who wrote the text that 
goes along with the picture. I 
cannot remember if I wrote those 
comments or not, however it is 
the photo of our bus in Berlin 
during the 1961 crisis. I had taken 
the Swiss Holiday signs off the 
bus because we were near Checkpoint Charlie, and I wasn’t 
sure how welcome we would be by the Soviet tanks! The uS 
soldiers allowed us climb on top of their tank - as shown in the 
picture. I am sorry I cannot remember the students by name, 
however I am second from left in a blue blazer and white jeans. 

The small shadowy photo on the right 
is also our Swiss Holiday bus, camping 
near Sète along the beach in the South 
of France.

During the Berlin crisis we had a good time in the discos and 

Mrs. Fleming received alarmed calls from parents - similar to the 
time we were scheduled to be in southern Yugoslavia when an 
earthquake rattled the region.

Pardon my being carried away again with fond memories! You 
see, today Mrs. Fleming is closer to me than ever. She is so 
much alive in the hearts of so many of us. She made me a 
classroom teacher, but also a ski instructor in Andermatt and 
a sailor in Greece, three wonderful activities that kept me busy 
my entire life, all around the world. Today is a day of thanks to 
Mrs. Fleming.”

     Marco Hauert PG‘60 SH‘61

(This note was received from Marco on January 27, 2011, the second 

anniversary of Mrs. Fleming’s death.)

Please send comments, questions, corrections, and memories 
to alumni@tasis.ch. We welcome and encourage a dialogue 
about TASIS and your connections to the current school year, 
the summer programs, or to the past!

From our readers...

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1040
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ES Monthly Book Club
The first meeting of the Hadsall/Aurora Book Club met in Casa 
Fleming on november 15. This group of 11 students from 
3rd through 6th Grade is led by elementary School 3rd Grade 
teacher, Julia Wilkins. The club is styled much like an adult book 
club where members meet to discuss the book, share favorite 
parts, ask questions about characters or events in the book, and 
also enjoy a themed snack.

The first book read was The Tale of Despereaux by Kate 
DiCamillo. This book resonates with both children and adults. 
The main character in the book is a mouse, and soup plays a key 
role in the events in the story. It was no surprise to the children 
that the themed snacks included chicken noodle soup, cheese 
slices, and mouse cupcakes! 

When scheduling allows, the group meets at Casa Fleming, a 
venue which one student called “the nicest place in the whole 
school. no, I think it might be the nicest place in the world!” 
This student will be delighted by the April book choice, which 
was written with the Casa Fleming tower in mind! Sharon 
Creech’s The Unfinished Angel is set in the historic building, and 
the children and Sharon hope to connect via Skype during their 
discussion of the book.

Other ES Reading news: To kick off a new year of stories 
and reading, the whole school spent 2011 seconds reading (or 
being read to) during the first week of January.  

 

What are they reading?
The ES Book Club Reading List

December:  The Last Holiday Concert 
  By Andrew Clements

January:  Inkheart
  By Cornelia Funke

Feb./March:  Pippi Longstocking
  By Astrid Lindgren

April:   The Unfinished Angel
  By Sharon Creech

May:  How to Rule the School 
  By Kathryn Lay

I thought the Despereaux book was a little sad. 
Despereaux gets betrayed by his father, Miggery 
Sow gets sold for a pack of cigarettes, a hen and 
a red tablecloth, Roscuro is mistreated, etc. So it 
seems that every character in this book isn’t really 
happy, like their lives are incomplete. Take the 
Princess Pea. She has everything she ever needed 
because she is a princess. Food, water, shelter, 
servants and a lot of other stuff, so she should lead 
a completely happy life, right? No, the writer (Kate 
DiCamillo) made her mom die. I guess the writer 
wants to emphasize the fact that you can’t lead a 
perfect life, not if you’re rich, small, big, solitary, 
you name it. It just is not possible.
                             - Giulia de Sanctis (Grade 5)

I liked the Tale Of Despereaux because it had a lot 
of feelings. My favorite part was when Despereaux 
saved the Princess Pea at the end of the story. If 
I was in the story I would like to be Despereaux 
because he is brave and caring. I would like to 
know why the cook cut off Despereaux’s tail for no 
reason: it was really odd! At the end of the story I 
really liked when the King didn’t hurt the mouse. I 
think it is because he was grateful to Despereaux 
for saving his daughter, the Princess. I had a lot of 
fun and sometimes sadness reading this book. It is 
really awesome! 
                              - Valentina Chimienti (Grade 3)

“ “

Read more about the 
ES Book Club

Student reviews of The Tale of Despereaux

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1081
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Stages of Life Available for Purchase

A note of gratitude from your Fine Arts Department
It is rare that one person can inspire so many others.

Theater transforms children into notorious characters, teachers into 
dunces. Theater gives individuals the opportunity to live, for a little while, 
in someone else’s world.

Your years at TASIS brought the magic of theater to hundreds of students 
from around the world. We hope this book will tempt you to turn the 
pages and remember the enchantment of your productions. Your years 
spanned many venues - Hadsall, the tent, the steps to the Aurora theater, 
and finally the opening of the Palmer Center in 2010. But the venue 
didn’t matter to your productions; you got them to shine anywhere.

This book represents only the last seven years of your time at TASIS, 
but the collection coincides with the arrival of Kim Nelson, who has 
photographed your productions since 2003. Her eye for capturing the 
nuances of your direction has resulted in a book that will help you 
remember those whose lives you touched.

Thank you, Kay.

L i n k  t o  p u r c h a s e  S t a g e s  o f  L i f e
( P l e a s e  n o t e  y o u  c a n  v i e w  t h e 

e n t i r e  b o o k  p r i o r  t o  p u r c h a s e . )

Last spring, the TASIS Fine Arts department created a book of photographs for 
outgoing Drama Director Kay Hamblin to celebrate many of her years at TASIS. 
Below is the inscription from the front cover of the book.

December Holiday Craft Fair a Success

The first annual Holiday Craft Fair took place on December 16 
in the Palestra, and featured a craft workshop where TASIS 
elementary students created fun holiday gifts for their families. 
Hot chocolate and holiday goodies were available. Local artisans 
set up tables earlier in the afternoon where they sold beautiful 
and tasty handmade gifts and products.

The craft workshop attracted over 90 children and families, and 
the Holiday Craft Fair was a rousing success. The TPA rasied CHF 
500 for the elementary School Technology Fund. 

E S  H o l i d a y  C r a f t  F a i r  G a l l e r y

Please note that prices will vary from country to 
country, and TASIS does not receive any money 
from the sale of this book.

Please contact the eS Office for password information.

http://www.blurb.com/bookstore/detail/1768977
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-ES/Holiday-Craft-Fair-2010/16102587_Jruz5


Habitat for Humanity Builds Edible Houses, too!
A Service Learning fundraiser for everyone!
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Gingerbread Housebuilding and
H o l i d a y   P h o t o  G a l l e r y

Service Learning groups spend a lot of time learning about 
how best to meet the needs of their chosen charity and spend 
time educating the TASIS community about their cause. This 
often means having different types of fundraisers in order to 
purchase needed supplies, send donations, or help fund an 
Academic Travel trip. The most common fundraiser is selling 
tickets for ‘no dress code’ days - certainly popular with 
students! Other groups have bake sales, sponsor car washes, 
or sell pizza at lunch. This year, one group got creative and 
organized one of the more successful and sweeter student 
fundraisers to date.

In mid-December, just before the winter break, the 
Habitat for Humanity Service Learning group organized a 
Gingerbread House contest. Blair Anstey, one of the group’s 
faculty advisors, purchased over 30 gingerbread house kits 

and candy and made multiple batches of frosting to prepare 
for the event. 

Students and guests paid a fee at the door, and they could 
enter as a team of no more than six people. For two hours, 
creativity (and frosting!) oozed out of every team. each 
tasty house had its own colorful look, from minimalist to 
ostentatious. each gingerbread kit was used to create a 
delightful, edible creation. Kudos to Habitat for helping 
us get into the Christmas spirit with an imaginative, 
entertaining event!

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/TASIS-Holiday-Celebrations/15095157_27xzw


ES Holiday Celebrations!
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ES Christmas Concert Photo Gallery 
(password needed)

A Visit from Santa!

“ Santa seemed remarkably 
familiar this year. I think I 
have met him before?

        - clever faculty member

Santa Claus is a busy man in 
December, but he still found the 
time for a short break in Ticino 
to rest up for his Christmas 
eve activities. He even stopped 
by TASIS elementary for hugs 
and holiday cheer! Students 
and teachers alike enjoyed this 
special visit by a very kind and 
jolly Santa Claus.

Please contact the eS Office for password information.

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-ES/ES-Christmas-Program/15757287_3EwSn
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A Christmas Concert

The TASIS elementary School Christmas Concert on 
December 8 transformed the Palestra into a delightful winter 
wonderland! Thanks to festive decorations created by the 
elementary School art classes and the helpful TASIS grounds 
crew, we were treated to snowflakes and reindeer suspended 
from the ceiling and a backdrop of beautiful Swiss mountains. 
All the children in the eS performed a series of songs to a 
packed Palestra, with a grand finale that included a localized 
snow shower (see above)!  
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C h r i s t m a s  C e l e b r a t i o n s 
P h o t o  G a l l e r y

Celebrating the Holidays with the Middle and High Schools

Much Ado About Nothing, 2003

The month of December is filled with so many special 
events it is difficult to include them all! The Middle and 
High Schools began the celebrations with special events 
on Saturday, December 4. Middle Schoolers enjoyed 
a formal dinner in De nobili followed by games and a 
holiday dance in the Palestra. Our High School students 
took over local club Qube for a few hours before it 
opened to the public.

Our Midde and High School music students played a 
major role in the Christmas Carol Service at St. Abbondio 
church on Sunday, December 6. The service included 
both the MS and HS choirs, soloists, and the faculty choir 
performing a variety of Christmas carols. As if on cue, a 
gentle snow fell as TASIS students, faculty and families 
arrived at the church.

On December 7, Jewish faculty and students got together 
to celebrate the seventh night of Hanukkah with a 
latke (potato pancake) and menorah lighting party at 
Mathematics teacher Danny Schiff’s apartment in Hadsall. 

And, finally the faculty sang to an appreciative group of 
Personale at a special lunch before the Winter Holiday.  

H S  H o l i d a y  D a n c e  P h o t o  G a l l e r y

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/TASIS-Holiday-Celebrations/15095157_27xzw
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/High-School-Holiday-Dance-2010/15096467_w8ub5
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Celebrating the Holidays with the Middle and High Schools



Middle School  
Ski Week!



Winter 2011 -  11

The January weather was warm, sunny, and spring-like, making 
for a beautiful drive through the Alps to the village of La Tzoumaz, 
near Verbier, and the Les elfes chalet, which would be home for 
a week. After an icy first day on the slopes, it snowed during the 
night, giving us great conditions for the rest of the week.

every day, the students were on the slopes by 9:00, where 
they spent the day working on their skiing and snowboarding 
techniques with Les elfes instructors and TASIS chaperones. 
everyone returned to the chalet at 16:00 to a snack of fresh 
bread, nutella, and hot tea. evening activities and games followed, 
including a fierce Wii competition, sledging/sledding, a torchlight 
night walk through the village, a Pictionary competition, La 
Fureur, elves vs. Wolves, a disco night, prizes from the skiing 
and snowboarding instructors, and a special slide show of 
photographs taken throughout the week. During their free time, 
the children showed off their dancing skills with the Wii game 

“Just Dance”, played pool, read books, and listened to music. The 
students also had the opportunity to experience the local cuisine 
with a special cheese fondue night and a raclette lunch on the 
mountain. The week was a great bonding experience for the 
Middle School students and faculty. new friendships were made, 
and the students improved their skiing and snowboarding skills. 
The Middle School faculty commended all the Middle School 
students on their “positive attitudes and exemplary behavior”.

La Tzoumaz MS Ski Week 
Photo Gallery

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/La-Tzoumaz-MS-Ski-Week/15595397_fVaCd
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“Ski Week is one of the highlights 
of my TASIS experience”

                       - Mark Pate ’11
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The first week of January at TASIS means one thing—Ski Week! 
every year, our High School students and faculty return to Lugano 
to drop off suitcases and quickly re-pack for a week of snowsports 
in the mountains. They grab their gear, load the buses, and head 
to Crans-Montana.

Ski Week is an important component of the TASIS experience. 
It provides a week of enjoying the snow, learning to ski or 
snowboard, and being together as a community away from the 
daily rhythms of classes and activities. Lugano’s palm trees and 
lakes are beautiful, but much of Switzerland’s history and culture 
center around the Alps. This week heightens student and faculty 
awareness of the beauty and traditions of the Swiss Alps.

Crans-Montana occupies what is claimed to be the sunniest 
plateau in the Alps. It is situated on a south-facing slope high 
above the Rhône valley. Temperatures were on the warm side 
this year, and it felt like spring skiing rather than early January! 
Although this made for great days on the glacier, sledding 
and tubing were cancelled because of little or no snow on the 
lower slopes. Grade level events still took place with students 
enjoying fondue dinners, movie nights out, snowshoe hikes, and 
bowling. A long-standing tradition at Ski Week is the student-
faculty hockey game. This year’s contest was a back-and-forth 
battle with the final score still being debated. For the record, the 
trophy will indicate a 6-6 tie, but each team believes they were 
the victor!

Hitting the Slopes at Crans! 
CRANS HS Ski Week 

Photo Gallery

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/Crans-2011-HS-Ski-Week/15511388_9vm6k


The Global Issues network (GIn) is a collective of active, involved 
students from around the world who are concerned about 
the issues that face our planet. The mission of the GIn is “to 
help students realize they 
can make a difference by 
empowering them to work 
internationally with their 
peers to develop solutions 
for global issues.” Inspired 
by the Global Issues network 
european Conference in 
Geneva in 2010, students from 
the TASIS Senior Humanities 
Program Board designed a 
secondary school summit to 
explore the question of global 
responsibility in times of crisis.  
Fundamental to the GIn model, 
student-led presentations are 
the highlight of the program 
as a means to facilitate peer-
to-peer learning.

The Senior Humanities Board, 
seniors Mark Pate, Selina 
Baechli, Aina Gasso, Patrick 
Landes, and elyse Guizzetti, 
and juniors  Kate Robinson, 
Tara Das, Mike Davis and 
Blair Darrell, facilitated the 
conference and presented 

“Political Intervention in 
Times of Crisis?” Through 
an interactive focus on two 
case studies based on the 
Darfur conflict and violence in 
uganda, the student members 
of the Senior Humanities 
Program provided their 
audience with insight on 
how, why, and if international 
actors should intervene in a 
country’s political affairs. Mark 
and Selina were also joined 
by Claudia Wyler and Simone 
Pierre-Jerome of the Women’s 
Institute for Secondary education and Research (WISeR) 
Service Learning club for a powerful presentation on cultural 
issues in Kenya. The TASIS Global Health club also shared two 

presentations as part of their Service Learning program. All of 
the TASIS presenters are to be commended for their polished 
and comprehensive performances. 

The inaugural SHP speaker,  
Andy Cunningham, returned 
to TASIS to provide the 
keynote address. In his 
presentation (“Share the 
Story, Walk the Talk: A Global 
exploration of Humanitarian 
Responsibility & Action”) 
Andy brought the students 
to their feet. An international 
advocate for education 
and leader in community 
development, Andy co-
founded WISeR. He has 
been a featured speaker at 
the united nations and the 
recipient of the prestigious 
Robertson Scholarship, the 
Truman Scholarship, the 
Goldman Sachs Global 
Leaders Award, and the 
Marshall Scholarship. He is 
currently at Oxford university 
pursuing his graduate degree 
in Comparative International 
education. 

While the Dhahran Ahliyya 
Schools group from Saudi 
Arabia were unable to attend, 
Zurich International School, 
Skagerak International 
School from norway, and 
Koç School from Turkey 
were in attendance. Several 
TASIS students elected to 
attend the workshops and a 
screening of the film Stolen 
Childhoods. While they may 
have come to fill a Service 
Learning requirement, they 

stayed because they were 
engaged in the program. The opportunity to bring together such 
a rich and varied group enabled the students to learn firsthand 
about perspectives in global issues and to work together. 
   

TASIS students introduce themselves and begin the summit.

“Andy’s keynote was amazing!  I’ve seen that a very young person can change many people’s lives.” – Koç student (Turkey) 

TASIS Hosts Global Issues Network Summit
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“It was really inspirational and 
something that I would really like 
to share with my peers because it 
helped gain another perspective 
of what goes on in the world, and 
possible ways of finding the truths of 
a situation.” 
          – Skagerak student (Norway)

“I liked the idea of stories told through 
people and creating our own 
experiences. Andy is an extremely 
talented, engaging and inspiring 
speaker who made us realize how 
much is at stake.”
  – TASIS student

Andy Cunningham led a Saturday afternoon workshop for 
all the participants, challenging the students to think outside 
the box—literally. He asked students to address the spread 
of cholera and disease in Muhuru Bay, Kenya due to a lack of 
outhouses. Working in groups, the students used a nonverbal 
communication technique called ‘chalk talk’, where they 

contemplated various questions in complete silence and were 
encouraged to share their thoughts and comment on others’ 
thoughts by writing on large pieces of paper. Towards the end 
of the workshop, Andy made a Skype call to Dickens Ochiel, a 
unICeF specialist in Community-Led Total Sanitation in Muhuru 
Bay, so the students could discuss their solutions with someone 
directly involved with the problem.

A Saturday Workshop in Problem-Solving

What did the participants say?

“Congratulations! I have been honored 
to be here to explore, engage and 
expand my heart and mind.”  
 – Andy Cunningham, 
    Keynote speaker 

“AWESOME! Andy has enough 
energy for the entire population of 
our school to live on! He is really 
motivating, compassionate and easy 
to connect with.” 
 – TASIS student

Winter 2011 - 15



 

International Week
The Parade of Flags

2011 Torch Award Winners
The Torch Award is given to a student in each grade that most 
embodies cross-cultural understanding by regularly reaching out 
to students from other countries and cultures and by embracing 
every student they meet, hoping to learn from them. each year, 
the Torch Award recipients take part in the International Week 
Torch Lighting Ceremony. This year’s award winners are:

every year International Week brings a 
splash of color to campus and raises the 
spirits of the TASIS community. For the first 
time in TASIS’s 55-year history, students and 
faculty from the elementary School through 
the High School joined together in one 
assembly to celebrate the Parade 
of Flags. When possible a MS or 
HS student walked with an eS 
student and carried the flag of their 
shared country, or, as in the photo 
to the right, an Italian high school 
student helped an eS student 
represent estonia.

A new tradition was also started 
and the first ever Torch Awards 
were given. This truly all-
School assembly got the 2011  
International Week off to an absolutely 
wonderful start.

Valentina Cavalli
Daniyella Ponomareva
Clio Grana
Ilya Lobanov
Amir Balakhmet
William ugolini
Ashli Sartorelli
Mino Kronwitter
Serena Pisa

Pre-K
K
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th

8th
9th
10th
11th
12th

Faculty
Staff

Koshiro Ashizawa
Rachel Wells
Rodrigo Castillo
Louise Bartolomeu
Claudia Wyler

Kent Hercules
Massimo Pappalardo

Other events during the week included the 
always-popular World Cup Indoor Soccer 
Tournament, a Thursday morning international 
breakfast table sponsored by the Middle School 
Service Learning group, the Thursday evening 
International Food Festival for the MS and HS, 
and an elementary School breakfast event. enjoy 
photographs of International Week on the 
following pages!
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586 students, 52 countries, 1 assembly
Students hail from the following countries:

united States - 96
Italy - 89
Russia - 68
Brazil - 34
Switzerland - 26
Germany - 25
Japan - 13
Mexico - 13
ukraine - 11
united Kingdom - 10
Kazakhstan - 10
Denmark - 10
Spain - 8
Venezuela - 7
Azerbaijan - 6
Belarus - 5

Bulgaria - 5
France - 5
Korea - 5
Sweden - 5
Canada - 4
Holland - 4
Israel - 4
Croatia - 4
Georgia - 4
Romania - 3
Slovenia - 3

Chile - 2
China - 2
Finland - 2
India - 2
Ireland - 2
Montenegro - 2
Morocco - 2
nicaragua - 2
Argentina - 1
Australia - 1
Colombia - 1

An additional 79 students are dual nationals, and their countries 
are represented by a combination of the countries above.

estonia - 1
Iran - 1
Kosovo - 1
Latvia - 1
Pakistan - 1
Paraguay - 1
Saudi Arabia - 1
Slovakia - 1
Syria - 1
Taiwan - 1
Thailand - 1

Illustration by Karen Delval, TASIS parent



World Cups of Food and Football

ES International Week Photo Gallery 
(password needed)

MS/HS International Week
 Photo Galleries
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Please contact the eS Office for password information.

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-ES/International-Week-2011/16038536_SmSz5
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-MS-and-HS/International-Week-2011/16038260_2kBEV


 

World Cups of Food and Football

Final Standings
1st  Scandinavia

2nd  Turkey-Azerbaijan

3rd  Germany

4th  Mexico

Top Scorers of the Tournament
1st  Karl Frisk - 9 goals (Scandinavia)

2nd  Azer Yagubov - 4 goals (Turkey/Azerbaijan)

 Vincent Huntenburg - 4 goals (Germany)

3rd Kerem Kamisli - 3 goals (Turkey/Azerbaijan)

 David Roemer - 3 goals (Mexico)

 Sam Capener - 3 goals (USA)

 Antonio Gallizio - 3 goals (South America)

The World Cup Results

Winter 2011 - 19
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Academics 
Rule the Day

every year TASIS works to stay true to Mrs. Fleming’s vision by 
“setting the standards and keeping them high”. With over fifty 
nationalities represented and a mix of new and returning students, 
the challenge is to provide each student with an academic program 
that will move them towards a TASIS diploma and acceptance 
into the college or university of their choice. 

What happens in a typical day at TASIS? Students get up for 
breakfast and head to their first class by 8:00. Classes continue 
until approximately 15:30, and with only five minutes separating 
classes, the day is quite full and busy. Most students take at least 
six classes, and so a typical Monday includes around five hours 
in a classroom. Then students head to their after-school sport or 
activity followed by dinner and study hall. Homework will add a 
minimum of 2-3 hours of work to fit in before Tuesday when the 
cycle starts all over again. 

everyone is used to the rhythm of a school day, and it’s easy to 
fall into monotony. The challenge is to keep classes and programs 
fresh and interesting, and to instill the dream Mrs. Fleming had 
for every single student who passes through the front gate of the 
School: “Pray you will carry away with you high standards that 
you will demand of yourself and of those persons around you.” 

This year the School, too, has demanded high standards of itself. 
The TASIS Board of Directors, faculty, and parents have been 
working since September on a Strategic Plan which outlines the 
School’s main objectives the next three to five years. TASIS aims 
to be the school of choice in europe, and this focused strategy will 
ensure the vision is shared among our community. The Strategic 
Plan is now available on the TASIS website.

TASIS Strategic Plan

“ Setting standards and keeping 
them high are, of course, what a 
good school and education are all 
about. That is why you’ve been 
at TASIS and that is what I hope 
and pray you will carry away with 
you — high standards that you will 
demand of yourself and of those 
persons around you.

     M. Crist Fleming, 1994
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http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1315


Leif Erikson
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Mary Cassatt

Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart

Nicolaus Copernicus

Henri Matisse

John Cabot / Giovanni Caboto

John Philip Sousa

A Visit to the ES Wax Museum

TASIS 3rd Graders (American Section) truly lived history when their classroom became a Wax 
Museum for a day! The class chose famous historical figures that they studied during the year, all 
of whom are important to the Core Knowledge curriculum. each student chose a person he or 
she wanted to research and transformed into that person for an afternoon. The children made 
a display about their historical figure and stood in front of it, completely still, until an onlooker 
pressed a button, when the historical figure came alive and gave a one-minute summary of his or 
her life. All of the ‘wax’ figures spoke in english, and some in one to two other languages as well. 
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Constantine the Great

E S  W a x  M u s e u m  P h o t o  G a l l e r i e s
( p a s s w o r d  r e q u i r e d )

Juan Ponce de León

Gioachino Rossini Justinian Erik the Red

“It was a remarkable event. The kids were amazing, and I was very impressed!”
      - Paul Greenwood, HS Faculty

Please contact the eS Office for password information.

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2010-2011-Images-ES/The-Wax-Museum/15756532_th2tN


A Changing Campus

One of four new Fiammetta classrooms

The newest building in the Master Plan, Lanterna, towers 
over the TASIS campus and anchors the hillside above 
Monticello. At night it is beautifully lit, its warm and inviting 
colors adding an elegant feel to the campus at night. 

Forty girls live in Lanterna, along with two dorm parents 
and the Headmaster and his family. The infirmary and 
three classrooms also call Lanterna home. Architect David 
Mayernik observes that “La Lanterna caps the TASIS Global 
Village. It is the culmination of the sequence of outdoor 
stairs, it functions as a gateway from above, and it acts as a 
frame to all the buildings below.”

Much of the MS/HS campus is now centered on the hillside, 
with Lanterna, Fiammetta, and Monticello containing 20 
classrooms. Also cresting the hill are Ca Goia, Alba, and 
Belvedere, where another eight classrooms are located. The 
Library and Palestra complete the academic side of campus.

The campus is enjoying a short respite in construction 
before starting the next project. In the fall of 2011, 
construction of the Palestrina (small gymnasium) will begin, 
which will help alleviate the Physical education and sports 
crowding due to rising enrollment in all divisions. 



Photo by Akito Goto ‘11



 

In november 2009, the Palmer Center opened 
its doors during Family Weekend for the Fall 
Shakespeare performance, The Tempest. In the 
past 14 months, the Palmer Center has been 
used for classes, lectures, concerts, dramatic 
performances, workshops, and even CPR 
training. The landscape of this part of campus 
has changed dramatically since the days of “the 
Bubble”. 

In March a number of events will take center 
stage in the Palmer Center. From March 11-12, 
TASIS hosts the Swiss Group of International 
Schools Conference with teachers and 
administrators coming for a weekend of lectures 
and workshops. The spring musical, MCF: What 
a Life!, is scheduled for March 23-26. The 
show’s  creator, Todd Fletcher, is on campus to 
oversee the musical direction of the production, 
and has added a few new songs and “tweaked” 
the original score. If you are in the Lugano area 
the weekend of March 25-26, call ahead and 
reserve a spot to again celebrate the life of Mrs. 
Fleming through story and song.

The theater will also be transformed into the 
venue for the IB Student Arts, Architecture & 
Design, and Photography exhibition the weekend 
of April 2-3. Please check the TASIS All-School 
Calendar on the TASIS website for specific times 
for all of these upcoming events.

Assemblies

From Bubble to the Palmer Cultural Center 

Lectures Special Events

Palmer Center Photo Gallery
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TASIS Video - Palmer Center

http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media2/index.cfm?g=281
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UU_OEuyuHyc


 

Theater ProductionsAssemblies
Concerts

From Bubble to the Palmer Cultural Center 

Special Events
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Be Part of the Next TASIS Alumni Reunion
   

New York Reunion, November 2010

TASIS Summer Programs Staff: (top row l to r) Andrew Bryant (CDE), 
Ahmed Almudallal (MSP), Grace Edinger (CDE), Claire Sellers (CDE,) Joey 
Lopez (CDE), Nastassia Lopez (CDE), Nic Mantovani, Allison Bowman 
(CDE), Jay Jenkins (CDE), Susan White. Middle row: Jim Haley (TSP), Alison 
Mirylees (CDE), Catherine Sweeney (CDE and MSP), Marc Pierre Jansen 
(MSP), Tim Gillett (MSP). Front row: Meagan Vincent (CDE) 
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Reunion Photo Galleries

Reconnect with Friends!

High school reunion planning in the 21st century has 
been greatly facilitated thanks to the internet, which 
can help classmates connect in a world that is growing 
smaller. The TASIS Alumni Office is ready, willing, and 
able to help whenever possible. With TASIS alumni 
literally all over the globe, please consider using the 
TASIS Lugano Facebook page as a place to find old 
friends and to start planning. 

The TASIS campus is changing rapidly, and while much 
has changed in the past few years, much remains the 
same. For example, armor still hangs in the De nobili 
dining room, watching over everyone as they eat. Casa 
Fleming perches at the School’s entrance and still serves 
as the location for receptions and parties. So while many 
things have changed, we guarantee that memories will 
flood back once you set foot on campus again. We 
encourage you to work Lugano into your travel plans in 
the near future.

If your class wants to come together and have a class 
event as part of an All-School reunion, the Alumni Office 
can help with the details.

Upcoming Reunions and Alumni Events include:

All-Class Reunions
Madrid, Spain - Tuesday, March 15* 
Ulus-Istanbul, Turkey - Thursday, March 17*
Rome, Italy - Tuesday, March 22*
  * in collaboration with Swiss Learning

Washington D.C. - Friday, April 8
Alpine Adventure 2011 - Jungfrau Region hike for all       
 TASIS Alumni and Friends; July 29-August 8

Class Reunions
Class of 2001 - 10 Year Reunion; June 10-12; Lugano
Class of 1986 - 25 Year Reunion; June 24-26; Lugano
Class of 1986 - 25 Year Reunion; July 22-24; Chicago

Ivan Simic ‘01, Sarah Wilson McNeil PG ‘01, and Nick Goddard ‘01

Reunion Registration & Information

http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media2/index.cfm?cat=79
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=67
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Boston Area Reunion

Alan McPheely ‘76, Lynn Fleming Aeschliman ‘63, 
Pamela Benson

Rick Bell PG ‘65 (Member of the TASIS Board of 
Directors) and his son, Michael Bell ‘05

Lynn Fleming Aeschliman ‘63 
and Brett Radmin ‘87

Nadya Wasylko ‘99 and 
Anna Josue ‘00

“AHH Ski Week... it was St. Moritz in ‘83. As a beginner I got on the wrong ski lift, 
found myself on top of a black diamond run & snow-ploughed the whole way 
down. Took over an hour! Returned my skis to the rental shop that afternoon & 
ditched ski lessons for the rest of the week.” - Dawn McLeod Fields ‘83

“I was at the Vezia campus in Lugano for Juniors and Seniors in the fall of 1970. 
I will never forget the beautiful Villa with statues and scenic views. I was living 
at Villa Bosco and the views were magnificent and my wonderful class of 1971 
was such an eclectic international group and so worldly at such a young age. I 
will never forget this global experience in international living!”  - Alan Lewis 
Robinson ‘71

“Talk about ‘Blessed & Fortunate’... there is NO place like TASIS/Suisse” - Wendy 
Barton Benson ‘73

“So many [memories] with so many wonderful people! Not going to choose 
one, therefore I don’t leave anyone out, but I will choose my 2 favorite foods...
carbonara for lunch and the tuna sandwiches in the snack bar! Yummy!!!” - 
Tara Radovan ‘91 

“I would love to thank you for the wonderful tour you gave my husband and me 
last month when we visited TASIS. It was a lovely experience to see the School 
so beautiful and also to see some old friends like Michael Ulku-Steiner and his 
family.” - Vica Caio ‘03

“So many memories and great friendships over the years and now we are able 
to stay in touch through Facebook.”  - Jeff Fisher ’79

Why aren’t you Facebook friends 
with TASIS Lugano?

Read a few examples of TASIS Alumni wallposts:

Back row: Courtney Hawes, Ulkar Guliyeva ‘09, Çan Doganci ‘05, Edward 
Haschke ‘08, Takanori Tokoshima ‘08. Middle row: Salome Shaverdashvili 

‘09, Jenny Tollefsen ‘09, Jake Mulligan ‘10. Front row: Nicola Cauro ‘10, 
Headmaster Michael Ulku-Steiner.

Boston in February can be cold, but on Saturday, February 5, a group of 
young TASIS alumni enjoyed a cozy evening of university stories, TASIS 
memories, and shared laughter. While in town for a conference, english 
Department Chair Courtney Hawes and Headmaster Michael ulku-Steiner 
hosted a group of Boston-area TASIS alumni for dinner in Cambridge.

TASIS Video Library

http://www.facebook.com/people/Tasis-Lugano/1184060415
http://tasisvideos.blogspot.com/
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TASIS has an extensive web presence that isn’t just for students! Stories, photographs, videos, calendars, forms, conversations, 

and a variety of important information is at the click of a mouse. If you’re feeling nostalgic about your alma mater and can’t hop 

on a flight to Lugano, it’s still easy to be a part of what’s happening today. See the view from the De nobili terrace, read about 

what’s happening in varsity sports, or check out photos from a recent new York, Boston, or Washington reunion. Stay in touch in a 

number of ways! Check out the TASIS Switzerland website, the official TASIS Lugano Facebook page, the TASIS video library, or the 

over 10,000 photographs in the TASIS photo galleries hosted by Smugmug. Find long-lost friends, and catch up with teachers and 

staff from your high school years. It’s a great way to spend some time at the place that lives on in your memories. Join us as TASIS 

continues to grow and impact more young lives! 

Where do I find TASIS on the internet?

TASIS Switzerland

TASIS Summer Programs

TASIS Smugmug

TASIS Switzerland Admissions FacebookTASIS Video Library

TASIS Lugano Alumni Facebook

Click on the thumbnails below and explore TASIS’s web presence!

The TASIS website
news, calendar, information,
photos, and much more...

TASIS Summer 
Programs
Information about the 
extensive range of TASIS 
summer programs.

TASIS Smugmug
Over 10,000 photos 
are located on this site. 
View, enjoy, and even 
purchase your favorite 
TASIS photographs!

The TASIS Video Library
Filmmaker and alumna Michele 
Josue ‘97 has captured the 
TASIS spirit on film.

TASIS Alumni Facebook
This is the only official Facebook 
page for TASIS alumni. Other 
pages are sponsored by past 
faculty, students, and friends. 

TASIS Switzerland 
Admissons Facebook 
Coming soon!

http://www.tasis.ch
http://www.tasisvideos.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/people/Tasis-Lugano/1184060415
http://www.tasis.smugmug.com
http://summer.tasis.com/
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Ski Term Stories...there are many!

When the Alumni Office posted a request on Facebook for favorite Ski 
Week memories, it did not take long for our alumni to start posting 
stories about Ski Weeks in Andermatt, St. Moritz, and Crans-Montana. 
A bit of digging in old yearbooks found many uncaptioned Ski Week 
photos that simply must have stories attached to them. 

If you know the “story behind the photo” from the 1964 yearbook, 
please send the information to alumni@tasis.ch. Thank you!

If you were part of 

a TASIS adventure 

or have a wonderful 

memory to share, 

please send your 

story and, if possible, 

a photograph. We 

hope to publish more 

TASIS Parting Shots 

online and in future 

publications! 

Thank you! 

Send information to: 

alumni@tasis.ch

TASIS Parting Shot



www.tasis.com

TASIS The American School In Switzerland
CH-6926 Montagnola, Collina d’Oro, Switzerland 

Tel: +41 91 960 5151 - www.tasis.ch 
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