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Campus News
Lots of events, changes, construction, and stories 
from the TASIS community. Take time to read about 
the Senior Humanities Program, listen to a TASIS 
story, meet the new High School Service Learning 
coordinator, and much more.

Beginnings
Each fall TASIS opens its doors to families and 
students from around the world. Over six hundred 
students make up the student body at TASIS in 
three divisions: the Elementary School, the Middle 
School, and the High School. 

A Bit of Culture
Concerts, visits to exhibitions, and day trips are all 
on offer to interested students. From ballet to jazz, 
photography to architecture, teachers and students 
explore central Europe looking for culture.

Volleyball Domination
Both the girls and boys volleyball teams strike fear in 
the heart of their competitors, including the faculty 
who have tried to take a game off both the girls and 
boys this fall.

It has been a full year since the first eTASIS 

Today was published, and the response to 

this online newsletter/magazine has been 

wonderful. Each magazine is being read 

by over two thousand viewers with over 

50,000 page views. Please let us know what 

your favorite photos and stories have been 

and we will continue to keep our ear to the 

ground for those stories which resonate 

most with families, alumni, and students. 

The student body has increased quite a bit 

in the last few years, and TASIS opened its 

doors this fall to a remarkable 634 students 

from Pre-K to PG. The TASIS Global 

Village continues to move forward with the 

next building to open in the fall of 2012. 

An incredibly generous anonymous gift of 

CHF 2,600,000 has allowed the School to 

push ahead with the Arts Center/Palestrina 

building, a much-needed space for TASIS 

creatives to work.

Cover photo: The twin children of TASIS faculty 
members Heather Lazar and Rob Lazar ’86 on 
their first day of school at TASIS.

http://www.tasis.ch
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Lifelong Language Learners
Every single student at TASIS is required to learn 
a second language. Many students develop a love 
for languages that remains with them for the rest of 
their lives.

Mr. Venchus, Where Did My Mouse Go?
Ask any TASIS 2nd Grader how to import a photo 
into a special slideshow and export a Quicktime movie 
and they will happily complete these tasks without a 
second thought. Meet our ES technology guru, Tim 
Venchus, and learn about what TASIS is doing to keep 
TASIS students on top of the tech game.

Weekend Adrenaline Fun
On the weekends TASIS students this year have 
rushed to enjoy the outdoors as never before! 
Weekend activities coordinators Dan Schiff and 
Arrington McCoy have challenged students to get 
out and enjoy the Swiss air. 

Reunions, Hikes, and More
Our alumni calendar is as busy as ever! Read on to 
find out about the Alpine Adventure and the many 
special events bringing our alumni together around 
the world.

http://www.tasis.smugmug.com
http://www.tasisvideos.blogspot.com
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CAMPUS NEWS

Faculty News
Every year, the Council of International Schools (CIS) and the 
New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) send 
accreditation teams to schools all over the world. A number of 
TASIS faculty members serve on these teams of 5 to 6 people 
who help schools work towards accreditation or reaccreditation. 
Fine Arts Chair Martyn Dukes completed a visit to the American 
School of the Hague in early October 
for CIS, and in November Modern 
Language Chair Nilda Lucchini will 
be visiting the Colegio Internacional 
SEK in Madrid also on a CIS visit. 
English as an Additional Language 
Chair Carolyn Heard will be visiting 
a school in Leipzig, Germany, as part 
of a NEASC team.

These visits require a great deal of 
work, but the faculty who are on the 
teams are able to also gain perspective 
and in-depth knowledge of how other 
schools work. For example, Dukes has arranged for American 
School of the Hague faculty to visit TASIS this coming spring. 
The challenges schools face are often very similar, but the manner 
in which schools tackle these challenges can be very different. 
Bringing new perspective is critical to improving, and being part 
of an accreditation team allows our team members to share fresh 
ideas with their TASIS colleagues.

Academic Dean John Nelson will 
be presenting at the December The 
American Boarding School (TABS) 
conference in Boston. His session is 

“Strategic Planning for Curriculum: How 
we decide what we are teaching.” 

History teacher Dr. Karen Taylor continues 
her second career of writer-in-residence! 
Most recently, she has been included in the 
book Feminist Writings from Ancient Times 
to the Modern World (Greenwood, 2011), 
contributing an article entitled “Marie 
Gogg”. Dr. Taylor has also been designated 
as an IB European History examiner. 

He just cannot stop running!

The Jungfrau Marathon starts in downtown Interlaken and 
proceeds to the Kleine Scheidegg train station at the base of 
Jungfrau. The first 15 miles are an easy, almost flat route on roads 
and grassy paths along the river up to the village of Lauterbrunnen, 
with only 730 feet of vertical gain. But just after Lauterbrunnen 
lurks ‘The Wall’, a path leading to Wengen. The next 10 miles of 
the course are on dirt and grassy trails and include a vertical gain 
of 4,636 feet. Even the race winners are humbled by the hill, and 
have to walk some sections. Race promoters, and indeed athletes, 
call this the most beautiful certified marathon in the world, along 
with one of the most challenging.

So of course, our resident vertical runner Greg Birk (by day, Director 
of College Counseling) had to add another perpendicular marathon 
to his growing list. The unusually warm - 26C/78F - day was great 
for spectators but a bit too bright and hot for the runners.

The Jungfrau Marathon is on every fanatical marathoner’s bucket 
list, and Birk felt extremely lucky to be in the elite few who finished 
this excruciating race. On to the next, we’re sure. 

Business manager Max Gygax is also busy 
publishing again, this time in the International 
Journal of Business Research [11(2), 23-41]
with an article he co-authored with Dr. 
Stephen Fitzgerald entitled, “Enriching the 
Positive Organizational Behavior Framework 
with Wisdom”.
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Listen to the Stories

How many of these stories have you heard?         (Answers on page 32)

1. What building on campus used to be an aviary for exotic birds?

2. What faculty member’s sister and TASIS Alumna was a back-up singer for KT Tunstall?

3. In one of John Grisham’s novels, what faculty member did Grisham use as research for 
a main character in his book? What was the name of the book?

4. During World War II resistance leaders met on what would be the TASIS campus for 
secret meetings. Where did they hide their records and documents?

5. What faculty members used to volunteer for winter ice rescue situations at -25 F?

6. What student has performed in a circus?

7. What two faculty members were featured in newspapers across the United States as 
they cross country skied their way across New York City after a 2006 blizzard?

8. What faculty member  used 
to style Duran Duran’s 
hair? (Duran Duran is a 
band from the 1980s.)

CAMPUS NEWS

they cross country skied their way across New York City after a 2006 blizzard?

During the first few meetings of 
Sasquatch this year, it quickly became 
clear the group was having trouble 
finding a project to focus on for the 
coming school year. A dozen students 
gathered together in Coach House, 
stumped; brainstorming sessions created 
ideas, but nothing seemed to click. Enter 
senior Michael Davis, who stayed late 
after one meeting and presented the 
idea of sharing community stories. He 
had recently listened to a number of 
NPR’s StoryCorps online stories, and so 
he presented and championed doing 
something similar at TASIS.

After listening to a number of the NPR 
stories and hearing Michael’s vision 
of “Creating Community - One Story 
at a Time”, there was no turning back. 
A high-quality digital recorder was 
purchased and a call to arms was sent to 

the community in search of the stories that 
make our community unique.

The stories included in this article are 
short, sometimes humorous, sometimes 
inspiring, and sometimes touching. Kerry 
Temple, editor of Notre Dame’s alumni 
magazine, wrote, “Telling stories is in our 
nature, it makes us human. We tell stories 
over dinner, with wine, in dorm rooms 
late at night. It’s communal. Storytelling — 
whether in person, over the phone or in a 
theater, whether fable, parable or myth — is 
a way of conveying truths much bigger than 
words alone can hold. And those stories help 
define us, remind us who we are — whether 
family, culture or institution.”

Have a listen to some of our TASIS stories. 
More are on the way, and keep an eye open 
for the StoryBooth during Family Weekend.

One of our own faculty has competed 
and completed an Ironman race. 
Listen to Dan Schiff talk about one of 
the most inspiring times of his life.

This is a story which happens to be a 
favorite of Kim Nelson’s. At a recent 
Sasquatch meeting the story was told 
to the group by a guest speaker.

This is not a TASIS story, but it is the 
NPR StoryCorps story that Sasquatch 
members listened to the very first 
night the idea for this project was 
presented.

Listen to each other’s stories, and if you would 
like to add to the 2011-2012 collection of 
community stories, please contact Michael 
Davis (michael.davis@students.tasis.ch).

Creating Community - One Story at a Time

Click on the title to listen to an mp3 audio file.

The Ironman

“I can sleep on windy nights.”

Family matters

mailto:michael.davis%40students.tasis.ch?subject=
http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media2/index.cfm?g=326
http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media2/index.cfm?g=335
http://vimeo.com/12562270
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Stuck in the Middle (School) with You

CAMPUS NEWS

Ask most teachers if they’d consider teaching the tweens (11- to 
13-year-olds) and they will balk at the idea. Dealing with middle 
schoolers requires a certain kind of person with uncommon 
patience and a demeanor that can shift from goofy to solemn in a 
split second.

For many years, TASIS 7th and 8th Graders were a part of the 
high school, although with a separate coordinator, dormitories, 
and advisors to help them navigate their place at the School. In 
2007, TASIS began the process of creating a distinctive, separate 
middle school. “The biggest 
challenge was that the 
middle school was an 
appendix to, or extension 
of the high school,” says MJ 
Breton, who came to TASIS 
with nearly two decades of 
experience working with 
this age group. “I had this 
wonderful opportunity to 
help create a program to 
meet the needs of this age 
group, their parents, and the 
faculty.” 

“At the beginning,” Breton 
continues, “many people 
wanted to help, but few had experience with this age group. It was 
difficult to change a structure that had been in place for years, so we 
took things one step at a time.” First came special after-school and 
weekend activities and newly structured Middle School study hall. 
Then came the MS Student Council, MS Service Learning, and a 
uniform. The MS now boasts its own dorm team and dedicated 
facilities and resources – all of which provide a developmentally 
and age-appropriate environment for our MS students.

This fall brought the biggest change to the MS when 6th Grade 
became part of this program. The ES and MS worked together to 
help ease the transition for two classes of students by continuing to 
sponsor special events such as a ‘shadow day’ and a party for current 
and future students. The new MS ‘hub’ is Belvedere, where most MS 
classes and social activities take place. A new academic schedule is in 
place, designed with the needs of MS students in mind. 

The shift to this new Middle School model has gone remarkably 
smoothly. This is partially due to a cohesive, dedicated team of 

MS professionals who, according to Breton, “understand the 
intellectual, social, emotional, physical, and moral characteristics 
of the early adolescent. We share a vision, and that is important.” 
Breton has shifted her duties from MS Head to Dean of Student 
Affairs, focusing on discipline, extra-curricular activities, and 
general support for both students and their parents. The addition of 
an MS Academic Dean, James Lemmon, has resulted in a focused 
and supported academic program. “I believe we are in the process 
of building something special with our middle school program,” he 
says. Lemmon’s challenges have not been limited to creating a new 

schedule and working with 
MS-focused faculty; he is 
also dealing with American 
Section, Italian Section, 
and EAL students. It’s a 
huge undertaking. “We are 
concerned with providing 
appropriately challenging 
and relevant learning 
opportunities for each 
student – from those with 
low English skills to those 
with learning differences 
and for both Italian Section 
and American Section 
students,” Breton says of 
the work she and Lemmon 

are doing this year.

With the addition of the sixth grade to the Middle School, the 
number of day students has increased, and parental involvement 
has been incredibly helpful. “Our parents have been our best allies 
in the development of the MS,” Breton says. “They are a strong 
and important voice and I appreciate their active participation and 
support for our broader vision.” 

The MS is well on its way to creating a special identity within 
the TASIS family. “Middle school is a critical time for young 
adolescents, they begin to question things differently as their adult 
brains are really beginning to form, and I get excited when I think 
about all of the raw potential waiting to be guided and developed,” 
Lemmon says. “Education goes far beyond classroom subjects. We 
must help develop open-minded, creative, inspired young adults 
who will go out into the world and become agents of change in 
their communities. Our new Middle School is engaging the whole 
child and is doing its part to help fulfill Mrs. Fleming’s vision.”
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The Hills are Alive with the Sound of Music!

TASIS SmugMug Galleries Boast Over 250,000 Hits in Past Year.
Sometimes pictures tell the story better than any words can! For 
the past nine years, TASIS has been adding photos to SmugMug, 
capturing moments throughout the year to share with our TASIS 
family. As digital cameras make it easier to shoot and share, TASIS 
has worked hard to provide its 
families, friends, and alumni with 
a visual record of the moments 
that make up life on the Collina 
d’Oro. Many of the images you 
see on SmugMug are taken by the 
immensely talented Kim Nelson, 
but other faculty and students 
also provide photographs to share. 

For the very first time, the 
Summer Programs have a 
SmugMug presence! Thanks to 
TASIS staff members Tom Lill, 

Theresa Finley, Daniel Scott, Matt Strachan, Milo Zanecchia and 
many others, summer moments in Montagnola are now online as 
part of a special TASIS Summer SmugMug Gallery. 

SmugMug has now added high 
definition video! Visit the site 
in the upcoming months as we 
begin to upload videos.

And, a big thank you to you 
all! Between September 2010 
and September 2011, we’ve had 
256,091 unique photo views!  

Yes, my photo is 
on SmugMug. Yes, 

you can buy a 
copy. Yes, I will 
autograph it 

for you.

Music at TASIS takes on many forms. As part of a broader effort 
to strengthen and extend the instrumental component of the 
established music programs, TASIS has launched a new partnership 
with a local music school, The Scuola Di Musica di Collina D’Oro. 
Igor Longato, who has enjoyed a close relationship with TASIS 
for many years, is Director of this new school and offers courses 
in classical or modern music. Lessons are available for students 
aiming to apply to a music conservatory or academy of music, or 
for those who enjoy playing as a hobby or just for the pure pleasure 
of making music. He arranges beginning to advanced lessons for 
piano, harp, guitar, violin, cello, percussion, and winds. For those 
students who wish for a more contemporary and “rock” experience, 
guitar lessons and percussion can be arranged.

In addition, TASIS offers choirs for our High Schoolers, led by 
Tamara Schumacher, and now Middle Schoolers, a new venture 
with director Samantha Forrest. These choirs are busy preparing 
for the Family Weekend assembly and the December Christmas 
Service. Voice lessons, too continue to be a popular option and 
Jonathan Morris provides the focus for developing individual 
talents. As with any school, the garage band/student-led rock bands 
are an important part of the culture, and TASIS has a number 
of students gathering in the basement of the Palestra rockin’ the 
nights away. Eric Walser, one of the TASIS guitar instructors, 
hopes to make use of the Palmer Center for a few evening talent 

CAMPUS NEWS

TA S I S  M u s i c  G a l l e r y

TA S I S  S m u g M u g

shows in the coming months, and hopes to build on to last year’s 
successful open-air rock event at the Spring Arts Festival.
 
For more information about instrumental lessons, view the website: 
www.musicacollinadoro.ch, or email musicacollinadoro@gmail.com. 
For vocal lessons, contact jonathan.morris@tasis.ch.

http://tasis.smugmug.com/SummerPrograms2011
http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media2/index.cfm?g=330
http://www.tasis.smugmug.com/
http://www.musicacollinadoro.ch
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Seniors Visit Porta Nuova

CAMPUS NEWS

The Dreaded Senior College Essay

On Wednesday, 28th September, the entire TASIS senior class 
travelled to Milan for a Senior Humanities Program (SHP) 
event on the construction site of Porta Nuova. Built on a Roman 
road connecting Milan and Brianza, this quarter surrounding an 
ancient city gate is going through a major redevelopment. Jay 
Wyper, the head of the project, gave a stimulating presentation 
on how this plot of land is being transformed into a modern 
village, including skyscrapers, cultural centers, and a large city 
park. Students viewed a model of the plan of this impressive 
project, which includes eco-friendly and affordable spaces. 

The next SHP event is slated for January with Bruce McNamer, 
CEO and President of TechnoServe, Inc. TechnoServe’s mission 
is to build businesses that create jobs, income, opportunity, and 
economic growth in developing countries. 

Congratulations to Sarah Wyler ’13, Heidi Hibbard ’13, Daniel 
Sigg ’12, and Efua Kitchner ’12 who are the new junior and 
senior SHP representatives. 

One of the most important pieces of writing in any senior’s life is 
also one of the most foreboding. TASIS is lucky to have numerous 
faculty members who are determined to make our students shine, 
and in early September the College Counseling office organized 
the first of a few special workshops to help alleviate some of the 
stress. This year, new English department chair Todd Matthew 
gave a lively presentation about how to make an essay stand out 
from the crowd.

C o l l e g e  E s s a y  W o r k s h o p

“Try to convey 
character...the 
college essay is 
about passion.”

 -Todd Matthews
 English Dept. Chair

Seniors view a model of Porta Nuova with Jay Wyper. (Wyper is also a 
TASIS England Board member and TASIS England alumni-parent.)

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/Senior-College-Essay-Workshop/19874759_4Qgz9n#1563622249_sKXVq4b
http://tasis.smugmug.com/TASIS-Videos/TASIS-Video-Library/9749149_phM64D#1567851959_ncjhB6d-A-LB
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Battling the Bedrock
The crane is back to stay as TASIS moves forward with its Global
Village campus projects. The next building, slated to open in the 
fall of 2012, is the Arts Center/Palestrina. Thanks to an incredibly 
generous, anonymous gift of CHF 2,600,000, TASIS is able to 
push forward the completion date of this special project. The 
building will include a small gymnasium on its lower floors, a 
much-needed addition to the sports facilities which allows for less 
crowded physical education courses. On its upper floors, the Arts 
Center will house photography, ceramics, drawing and painting, 
and architecture and design studios, along with a special gallery 
space and a collective resource library for the Arts department.

With the opening less than a year away, the builders did not expect 
their biggest obstacle to be a large and very solid piece of bedrock! 
A rhythmic percussion serenaded the students and teachers during 
the class day for much of October as workers battled the bedrock. 
They finally broke through the first week in November, and the 
foundation work has now begun in earnest.

Celebrating Founder’s Day - September 10, 2011

TASIS celebrated its second annual 
Founder’s Day with a special assembly 
and presentation about Mrs. Fleming. 
Guest soloist Björn Larsson, one of Mrs. 
Fleming’s favorite singers, fittingly sang 
one of her favorite pieces, “Climb Every 
Mountain”, for our middle and high school 
students. As students left the Assembly, 
they continued the tradition of tossing 
yellow rose petals into the fountain. The 
Elementary School celebrated Founder’s 
Day the following week.

F o u n d e r ’ s  D a y  G a l l e r y

CAMPUS NEWS

Currently photography, ceramics, and Elementary School art have
their home in Coach House. With the new Arts Center opening
in the fall, it will be a bittersweet goodbye to Coach House for 
both students, faculty, and alumni. Special events and stories 
celebrating the years in Coach House are being planned. If any 
alumni have fond memories of their time in Coach House, please 
send a message via this link: Coach House Memories.

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/Founders-Day-2011/19937564_kDgctn#1569580174_VMw2rnL
https://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_forms/view.cfm?formID=7


A few years ago TASIS replaced the Community 
Service Program (CSP) with EMBRACE Service 
Learning – EMBRACE is an acronym for 
Educational Methodology to Build Respect and 
Awareness through Community Empowerment; a 
mouthful to say, but a philosophy that has resonated 
with TASIS students since its inception. Focused 
on four areas – the TASIS community, the local 
community of Montagnola and Lugano, the inter-
school community, and the international/global 
community – this program encourages students to 
get excited about service.

“I’m amazed by the number of opportunities students 
at TASIS have to actively engage in service,” says 
new High School Service Learning Coordinator 
Zach Mulert. “I think awareness is step one in developing a 
lifelong love of others and of service, and we are already doing 
that here at TASIS on so many levels.” Mulert’s excitement about 

his role is palpable. His postgraduate training at Teachers College, 
Columbia University, ingrained the concepts of social justice and 
active citizenship into his teaching pedagogy, and this substantiated 

his beliefs about teaching social studies. “I should be teaching 
students how to be engaged with societal problems,” he says, “and 
that they have a voice in making change. I have great affection for 
the academic study of history, but my pedagogical goals became 
geared towards encouraging active participation rather than passive 
learning. My role at TASIS is the next logical step for someone 
already trying to do this in the classroom.”

Mulert’s goal is to help students understand their societal 
responsibility – to ‘be the change they want to see in the world’ – and 
to fall in love with serving. “There are some natural connections to 
what is being studied in the classroom,” he says. “Biology classes can 
work with our Environmental, Recycling, and Ethical Food clubs 
to  directly link the debates, conclusions,  and actions that  come 
from the academic discipline. Economics classes can work with the 
KIVA Microfinance club to sponsor microloans in the developing 
world.” Bridging the gap so that service learning is seen as naturally 
connected to the classroom experience will be step one.

Mulert hopes that as time passes, students will realize the incredible 
opportunities that they had at TASIS. “For the caliber of student 
that TASIS recruits, these  young people truly have the potential 
to be game changers in world affairs. They are dedicated. They are 
passionate. They are connected. I hope they will soon realize their 
obligation to serve humanity and to care about more than just 
themselves.  If we can make this the “culture” of the Service Learning 
program, I will consider myself successful at my job. Planting a seed 
for future philanthropy and volunteerism is one of my goals.”

”I’m amazed by the number of 

opportunities students at TASIS have 

to actively engage in service.

 — Zach Mulert (HS Service Learning Coordinator)

CAMPUS NEWS

Service Learning Evolves

Students from Embracing Romania at their bake sale in De Nobili

Students look at various options for Service Learning at the annual fair.
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individual teachers enter data 
on unit and lesson plans, 
resources, and assessments, 
the work is reviewed and 
supported by Department 
Chairs and other curricular 
leaders at the school. While 
much of the initial work will 
be accomplished this school 
year, the enhancement, review, 
and revision of the curriculum 
will carry on through the years.

Nilda Lucchini, Curriculum 
Coordinator, seen here talking with 
Howard Stickley, IB Coordinator, is 
instrumental in this mapping project.

CAMPUS NEWS

On October 6, the Elementary School organized Pajama Day, in 
honor of the JumpStart National Day of Reading. The book picked 
for the day was Anna Dewdney’s Llama Llama Red Pajama. TASIS 
teachers and students who donated CHF 5 could wear their pajamas 
to school to show their support for this day. Each year JumpStart 
chooses a different book and children around the world read it 
on the same day to draw attention to the fact that early reading 
experiences influence future school performance.

Read for the Record took place on November 2, and was a 
continuation of this same JumpStart National Day of Reading. 
The students (mainly Focolare children) participated in arts and 
crafts activities to reinforce the themes of Llama Llama Red Pajama. 
Among the activities were decorating your own pillow case, making 
a llama sock puppet, making a hanging sign for your door so 
everyone knows it’s your room, or drawing a picture and writing a 
sentence about where your mama goes after you go to bed just like 
the little llama in the story. High School Reading Buddies were on 
hand to help out with the event. For more information about ES 
Service Learning , click here - ES Service Learning

Reading and Service at the Elementary School

TASIS Pajama Day raised USD1500. 
That’s enough to buy 150 new books! 

TASIS has begun a multi-year process of curriculum mapping. 
This work will better define the current curriculum in all 
classes and at all grade levels, and allow the school to adjust 
and improve the curriculum more efficiently. A central goal 
of this work is to ensure that the curriculum in core content 
areas is well integrated through the years, so that students can 
progress in their work and learning effectively. The School also 
wants to ensure that its philosophy and objectives are routinely 
expressed in the curriculum, and that there is a centralized basis 
of information for sharing ideas and promoting changes and 
improvement in courses.

The teachers will be using the Atlas Rubicon computer program 
to complete this work. Atlas Rubicon provides a powerful and 
comprehensive database structure that allows the easy and 
immediate sharing of each teacher’s work via the internet. As 

Crossing the Rubicon: Adventures in Curriculum Mapping

Fall 2011  9

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1509
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TA S I S  S m u g M u g  G a l l e r i e s

Beginnings
September and the start of another year

Beginnings can be exciting, refreshing, 
uncomfortable, and even scary - and this year at 

TASIS was no different than any other. TASIS 
opened its doors to 635 students. Some students 
started their first year of Pre-K, some began high 

school, and our 6th graders were now students in the 
newly reorganized 6th-8th grade Middle School. And 

possibility lurks behind every beginning, beckoning 
our School to reach higher and do better.

http://www.tasis.smugmug.com
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Alumni reminisce about their TASIS Beginnings
John Procter ’98 - Hearing ten different languages before lunch!
 
Yvette Vartanian Baroian ’73 - As I walked into my room and introduced myself, 
one of my roommates, in a beautiful Southern drawl said, “You have an accent” ......I was 
speaking the Queen’s English!!! I looked at her and cracked up laughing. I never tired from 
that sweet-as-honey drawl.

Ann DeSutter Lipofsky PG88 - Day 1 - completely overwhelmed by so many people 
from so many places speaking and dressing in ways I had never seen. And...going to the little 
store outside of our dorm to buy something and the manager saying “Prego” as I left - me 
scratching my head wondering why he was talking about spaghetti sauce to me :)

Hilary Gunn ’07 - terrified... but then sunk into the amazing experience and found the 
greatest friends I could ever possibly have asked for

Amr Abdelmoneim ’79 - Lost, but when I met a guy called Cap Pearl on my dorm, who 
kept on smiling at me with encouragement in my first day, I thought everything will be all right.
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TASIS Academic 
Media Gallery 

TASIS Academic 
SmugMug Gallery

Moments During the Day

http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media2/index.cfm?g=328
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/The-Academic-Day/19589203_mzPwKL#1534565153_rzhZ222
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TASIS Video Library

Moments During the Day

http://www.tasisvideos.blogspot.com/
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Here, There, and Everywhere
TASIS students do not always appreciate how lucky they are to 
be in the center of Europe where culture and history collide. The 
Cultural Events program is put together each year to bring guests 
to the campus to introduce students to the music and theater of 
Europe, but also provides trips and opportunities to take in the 
amazing cultural opportunities right on our doorstep. Already this 
fall the trips and events TASIS students have had the opportunity 
to take part in are impressive. Here are only a few examples of the 
offerings on the Cultural Events Calendar. 

Dal Duo al Quintetto  
An evening of Chamber Music by Grieg, Mozart, and Schumann 
(Sala Boccadoro, Montagnola)

Exhibition Artemisia Gentileschi: Storia di Una Passione
A showcase of the works by the female Baroque painter Artemisia 
Gentileschi (Palazzo Reale, Milan)

Meridian Brass and Friends
A brass ensemble showcasing music inspired by the sea and stars 
(Palmer Cultural Center, TASIS)

Raymonda
A performance of this ballet choreographed by Marius Petipa. 
(Teatro all Scala, Milan)

The Odd Couple
A TASIS theater production of this classic Neil Simon comedy

Roman Architecture of the Provinces: Libya, Tunisia, and Algeria 
A lecture with photographs by Russian architect Maxim Atayants 
(Palmer Cultural Center, TASIS)

Getting cultured, on- and off-campus 

A Morning Concert....

Samantha Forrest is the new Middle School Music teacher. For 
an October High School assembly, Samantha teamed up with 
Jonathan Morris for a short concert during assembly. 

Thanks, as always, to Simone Aeschliman for her tireless 
commitment to bringing special events to our community!

TASIS Cultural Events

Meridian Brass and Friends - October 2011

http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media2/index.cfm?g=331


“For me, a love of literature, the arts, and 
the performing arts is the heart and soul 
of education, for it grows throughout our 
entire lifetime, keeping alive the excitement 
of learning, creating constant enrichment 
in our leisure hours and throughout our 
long golden years.”
  — Mrs. Fleming, 1993

Spring 2011  15

Weekend Trip to the Vitra Museum
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Bump, Set, Spike, and WIN!
It was the best of times, 

it was the worst of times...

The 2011 TASIS Invitational Girls Volleyball 
Tournament provided some of the most exciting 
moments in the Palestra’s recent history. With 
teams from ZIS, ICS, ISZL, and Las Palmas, 
Canary Islands, the stage was set for a great day of 
games for both the varsity and junior varsity teams. 
No one expected the drama and exciting games 
that followed!

A Tale of a Tournament

The varsity team had a rough start with only six 
girls for their first game. The game itself was a roller 
coaster. TASIS fans were riveted to their seats as they 
watched the girls battle against a strong Las Palmas 
team. In the first set, Nagisa Suzuki served a strong 
streak of serves pulling the TASIS Tigers even to Las 
Palmas. Then disaster struck and Nagisa rolled her 
ankle in the middle of the first set. The Tigers were 
down to five players but, just in time, Dany Stumm 

appeared from her SAT Prep course to save the girls 
from playing one person short. 

After losing the roller-coaster first set, the Tigers dug 
deep, and did not lose another set throughout the 
day and won the entire tournament! This win was 
even sweeter since they had lost one of their stronger 
players with an injury. 

2011 Junior Varsity and Varsity Girls Volleyball Teams
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TA S I S  S m u g M u g
V o l l e y b a l l  G a l l e r y

Bump, Set, Spike, and WIN!

The TASIS JV squad is young and has not had a lot of 
experience, but they had a good day of competition. Against 
the more experienced Las Palmas and ISZL teams, TASIS had 
rough losses. However, in their match against ZIS, the JV team 
pulled together, fought hard, and came away with a strong 
victory, giving them 3rd place in the JV category.

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/TASIS-Girls-Volleyball/19587255_nLb4tj#1534388969_5BdFB4C
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S G I S  S o c c e r 
T o u r n a m e n t  G a l l e r y

B o y s  S o c c e r 
L e a g u e  G a l l e y

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/SGIS-Boys-and-Girls-Soccer/19874341_SNDNBk#1563586519_f6XZ7Ch
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/Boys-Soccer-vs-RAAV-92411/19215437_7JBxnJ#1498639398_2pJ2VD6
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A Beautiful Weekend for Soccer
TASIS hosts annual SGIS soccer tournament

Each fall TASIS hosts the Swiss Group of 
Internationl Schools soccer tournament. This 
year 10 boys teams and 7 girls teams were 
entered in the tournament. TASIS fielded 
three teams this year: Boys Varsity 1, Boys 
Varsity 2, and Girls Varsity. All three teams 
played well, but came up a goal or two short 
of finishing well in pool play. Complete 
results for all games and the TASIS teams 
can be downloaded here. Please check out 
the many photographs of the tournament in 
the SGIS SmugMug galleries. 

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=36&teamID=6&event=242&show=recap
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Languages Make the World a Smaller place

Language learning is one of  the cornerstones of  a TASIS 
education. Indeed, in a speech to alumnae of  Radcliffe in 1984, 
Mrs. Fleming stated, “(The) pursuit of  languages and living in 
other countries to learn them gave me a deep conviction of  the 
need to bring the young people of  the world together, to educate 
them together.”

Modern Language Department Head Nilda Lucchini agrees. 
Leading a team of  teachers who teach Italian, French, & Spanish 
and German & Russian as IB literature languages, Lucchini 
requires her teachers to approach their courses with knowledge, 
preparation, and compassion. “I believe that one of  the unique 
things at TASIS is the combination of  the European way of  
teaching languages and the American way of  caring for the 
individual student’s success. Parents often make this connection.” 
Lucchini has lead the Modern Language department since 1992, 
and her perspective as a language learner has impacted the way 
she runs the department. Originally from Nicaragua, Lucchini 
is fluent in five languages and is learning a sixth. “Our teachers 
try and transmit the love we have for our native languages, our 
countries, and our cultures. We are proud when our students 
improve their fluency and are confident in our languages.” 

The Academic Travel homestay program also adds a unique 
dimension for TASIS language learners. Students in Italian, 
French, English, and Spanish classes spend a week with a local 
family, immersed in the daily life of  someone in that country. 

“This program is especially important for shy students who don’t 
like to speak in class. When they are mixed with people they don’t 
know, they begin opening up and using the language to survive. 

It is a great experience for them and for us as teachers; we see a 
big difference when they return,” Lucchini says. Indeed, the IB 
individual oral exams are taken after the homestay, and test results 
prove the influence of  this program.

The importance of  language learning isn’t limited to the Romance 
Languages. As the lingua franca of  
TASIS, English is a crucial component 
of  the languages at TASIS. “So much 
depends on our students’ backgrounds, 
their history of  exposure to other 
languages, their natural propensity 
for language-learning, and how 
receptive they are to new sounds, 
vocabulary, world views, and ways 
of  life the language might represent,” 
says Carolyn Heard, English as an 
Additional Language Department 
Chair. Heard has been at the helm of  
the EAL department for 12 years, and 
her passion for language teaching has 
a root in her own language-learning 
experiences. Through conscious 
immersion into various cultures, she 

“Knowledge of  languages is a gift,” a TASIS alumnus recently stated. “It opens doors that are invisible to monolingual people.”

”I believe that one of the unique things at 
TASIS is the combination of the European 
way of teaching languages and the 
American way of caring for the individual 
student’s success. 
   — Nilda Lucchini, Modern Language Department Chair
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Languages Make the World a Smaller place has mastered French, Italian, German, Greek, 
Hebrew, and Spanish. “In Spanish, the word 
for ‘teach’ is the same word as ‘show’. The 
teacher is simply there to help clear the way 
a bit, to provide guidance through the jungly 
tangle of  words. To show students short-cuts 
which will allow them to gain competency a 
bit faster than they might do otherwise.”

Opportunities outside EAL classes, such as 
the EAL content courses, also offer students 
the opportunity to practice their skills and 
further their confidence in their abilities. 

“So many of  our students are exposed to a 
rich sampling of  English outside the EAL 
classroom. They take Biology and Math 
and History in English, with native-speaker 
teachers. They speak English in the dorms, on 
the playing fields, and during Assembly and 
at other venues. This makes an enormous 
difference in terms of  the pace at which TASIS 
students can gain fluency,” Heard says. 

In the Elementary School 
Our elementary-aged children are also 
exposed to languages, and the EAL program 
has recently been revamped to meet the 
needs of  our growing population. Students 
in the Italian Section* have 45 minutes of  
English instruction per day, a limit enforced 
by the Ticinese authorities, where only a 
certain percentage of  the class day can be 
in a language other than Italian. Three of  
these days are spent learning reading and 
spelling, and two are filled with grammar and 
vocabulary exercises and writing instruction. 

American Section students with low English 
levels spend two 45-minute periods per day on their language 
skills. Ilaria Peltier, ES EAL Coordinator, explains that they start 
with oral skills and grow from there. “Gradually, these children 
receive instruction in spelling, reading, grammar, and writing 
as deemed appropriate and when they are ready to tackle each 
component. Whenever possible, especially in Grades 2 to 5, 
beginners also receive direct support in content material through 

coordination with the children’s homeroom teachers.” High 
beginners and intermediate-level speakers receive one 45-minute 
block of  English per day, and EAL teachers work closely with 
their teachers to ensure the children are progressing. “Our EAL 
curriculum is research-based and aligns nicely with standard 
language arts content covered in mainstream ES classrooms,” 
Peltier says.

*The Italian Section is for children who have lived in Ticino for six years and are under the age of  14.
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A Sing-Along Assembly

One of  the goals of  the ES EAL program is to set students up 
for success as they continue their education at TASIS. “Higher 
proficiency then leads to more independent function in 
mainstream English classrooms,” Peltier continues.  “For example, 
we focus on making American Section students more independent 
learners in their homerooms, and we also strive to build fluency 
for our Italian Section students for a seamless transition when 
they eventually move on to the MS and HS.”

Mara Bernasconi, who helps coordinate language learning for 
both the ES and the MS, also feels that bilingual education is 
one of  the cornerstones of  a TASIS education. “Multilingual 
education teaches students to become more open-minded, and 
makes their minds work laterally as their thinking becomes more 
flexible and creative.” Bernasconi helps TASIS 15-year-olds 
with the transition from the Italian Section into the American 
Section, and feels this strong knowledge of  two languages opens 
up opportunities that extend beyond high school and into their 
university choices and options.

Various TASIS alumni are using the language skills they gained 
at TASIS in their adult lives. Johannes Nelson ’07 is currently 
teaching writing, social studies, and drama at the International 
School of  Monagas, in Maturín, Venezuela, often serving as a 
Spanish translator for ES classrooms using the skills he learned 
from Lucchini and others. Ali Toscani ’06 learned French at 
TASIS and studied in France after graduation. Her love of  
languages has continued, and since leaving TASIS has learned 
Spanish. She works in Colombia and will be working on a project 

The Elementary School has a number of morning assemblies 
in the Palmer Center, and on October 10, the auditorium was 
rocking with a hundred beautiful young voices!

The ES EAL department presented this special morning of 
friendly competition through music, beginning with the 2nd 
Grade American Section students vs. several (older) audience 
volunteers. Each group had two minutes to write down as many 
nouns as they could think of that could be found in the Palmer 

Center. Then EAL teacher Kent Hercules picked up his guitar 
and the fun began. Here’s a rundown of the morning’s music.

• EAL 2nd Graders in the American Section sang “I’ve Been 
Working on the Railroad”.
• Italian Section 2nd and 3rd Graders entertained everyone 
with the Australian folk song “Botany Bay”. 

• EAL 3rd-5th Graders in the American Section sang “Red 
River Valley”. 

• Italian section 4th and 5th Graders finished the assembly 
with a rousing rendition of “Country Roads”. E A L  M o r n i n g  A s s e m b l y

http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media2/index.cfm?g=332
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TASIS Alumni Memories
TASIS asked alumni the following question via the 

Alumni Facebook page:
Good morning! Buon giorno! Bonjour! Buenos dias! Whether it was coming 
from a language teacher or a foreign roommate, these greetings were heard 
often through the TASIS hallways. How important was language while you 
were at TASIS? How has it affected you today?

Yvette Vartanian Baroian ’73 - I realized how beautiful and 
melodic the Italian language was, which resulted in spending my 
junior year of  college studying Italian and Art History in Rome.
 
Amr Abdelmoneim ’79 - At TASIS, I realized translating a 
sentence literally is a serious mistake. It could mean completely a 
different thing.

David E. Nichols ’78 - I regret passing up the opportunity to 
learn at least the basics in more of  the languages of  the student 
body while I was there.

Tom Mullen ’81 - The Italian Ms. Mambretti taught me 
resurfaced in recent years and helped me navigate traveling in 
northern Italia. Valuable, but I did not realize it at the time.

Sean Kinkade ’78 -  I took basic French during my one year at 
TASIS with Mme. Gonzalez ( now Kate C. Woodward). It was a 
great learning experience which led me to later taking French in 
college, which soon afterward proved indispensable as I found 
myself  in the U.S. Army stationed in southern Belgium!

Lea-Sophie Richter ’03 -  Language meant so much, at least 
to me! I found myself  talking to a group of  friends, switching 
language to whomever I spoke and sometimes I got mixed up 
and addressed them in the wrong one ; ) And I only speak three 
while some of  my classmates were fluent in 5 or more languages. 
I’ve been teaching my native language for 4 years now and the 
fun I have with it comes from my time at TASIS. I asked a lot of  
my friends for words in their languages and that’s how I relate 
to my students today. I just say one word in their mother tongue 
and they lighten up and we have a connection... I miss TASIS a 
lot also because of  the language switching, apart from the whole 
mind-blowing international experience...

Alexandra Putman Laubacker ’80 -  I loved my French 
Literature classes, especially since there were only 3 of  us in the 
class for 2 years in a row. I read some of  the classics in French 
and never read them in English. I’m working to bring my French 
fluency back now in preparation for time in Bordeaux.

for the  Nicaraguan tourist board using her Spanish skills. Tatiana 
Lucchini ’00 studied in the French part of  Switzerland, and has 
since worked in Cancun, Mexico, and for an American company 
in Lugano, utilizing three languages which she studied at TASIS.

Along with sending graduates out into the world with language 
skills, TASIS has also run a series of  English conversational 
classes for the local community. Staffed by TASIS, these once-a-
week classes are offered at a beginner, intermediate and advanced 
level and are structured in a fun, relaxed atmosphere. Over 40 
Montagnola neighbors are currently enrolled. TASIS teachers also 
help one another out, and for many years the School has offered 
language classes for interested teachers. This year’s offerings are 
Russian and Italian.

Peltier feels that language education plays a significant role in 
the cognitive skills of  children. “EAL instruction builds a child’s 
fluency, flexibility, convergent and divergent thinking, and a 
multitude of  similar learning skills that grow naturally within 
the EAL student. The net result, which is supported in multiple 
studies, is that multilingual learners find education more fun and 
exciting and, on the whole, are better equipped to face future 
challenges.”

Heard concurs. “Students realize that fluency in another language 
gives them access to worlds they would otherwise not have known. 
And that is one thing that I hope all our language learners carry 
away with them long after they leave TASIS.” Peltier and Heard, 
and indeed all of  the dedicated TASIS language teachers, echo 
Mrs. Fleming’s beliefs that “Communication between individuals 
or nations is difficult enough even in a world grown small – the 
knowledge of  another person’s tongue becomes vital. How else to 
overcome cultural differences and attitudes of  mind?” 
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Today’s elementary school-age student will never know a 
world without the internet. This makes technology education 
incredibly important, and TASIS ES tech expert Tim Venchus 
does his best to give our youngest students the skills they need to 
embrace technology safely and intelligently.

Every week, Venchus meets with all 1st through 5th Graders 
for 30-45 minutes and teaches specific skills which the students 
then practice. “In most grades we are currently working on 
keyboarding using all 10 fingers, proper positioning using the 
home row, and why typing properly is important. Then students 
practice using websites like the BBC’s Dance Mat Typing or 
Sense-Lang.org, both of which they can access at home 24-7.” He 
has also started discussing internet safety with Grades 2 and 3 
and making use of NetSmartzKids as a self-paced tutorial on 
being safe online. 

Venchus has created a special tech curriculum geared to teaching 
the skills needed to be successful in Middle School. He is also 
aware that most children’s exposure to technology is limited to 
video games, YouTube, and communication with friends. “Kids 
don’t seem to understand how the tool, the computer, actually 
works, and how they can use it effectively to learn.” He is aware 
that his curriculum is ambitious, but the students are adapting 
well and his goals are surmountable.

The ES is on its way to having the hardware to buttress Venchus’s 

Mr. Venchus, where did my mouse go?

goals. Every classroom has one iMac, and some Focolare 
classrooms have two. The ES has a special computer lab, located 
in Giardinetto, with 15 student iMacs with headsets for audio. 
This lab is used mainly by 1st through 3rd Grades. The ES also 
has a set of 15 MacBooks in Aurora which are reserved for use by 
4th and 5th Graders. 

Venchus would like to work with younger children, and in due 
time he hopes to have more equipment and ample time given to 
accommodate the Kindergarten and 1st Grade Italian Section 
students. “I do feel that the students would be in a much better 
position in 2nd Grade to develop tech skills if they started in 
Kindergarten, even if only by building rudimentary mouse, 
typing, and internet navigation skills,” Venchus says. 

ES teachers are keen to continue their students’ learning by 
doing tech-related projects in their classrooms as well. Jo Prince’s 
4th Grade class creates videos and podcasts and visits online 
resources during their daily coursework. Sarah Boughey’s 3rd 
Graders are experimenting with blogging and commenting as 
a way to extend science learning beyond the regular school day. 
The 3rd Grade (American Section) uses SpellingCity two days 
a week to practice and assess spelling. Many teachers make use 
of videos from Discovery Education Streaming on a daily basis. 
And Venchus uses videos and web-based games via his math 
website to teach 5th Graders math. Indeed, TASIS is lucky to 
have an ES teaching staff eager to ensure our youngest students 
are comfortable and confident in their technology skills.

See for yourself what TASIS ES 
teachers are up to on the Web!
•	 Tim Venchus’s TASIS tech page
•	 ES Technology goals via Mr. V.’s tech page
•	 TASIS ES Creations (student work)
•	 Jo Prince’s Class Blog
•	 Sarah Boughey’s Class Blog

TASIS ES SmugMug Galleries

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/
http://www.sense-lang.org/
http://www.netsmartzkids.org/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=975
http://tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1510
https://sites.google.com/site/tasisescreations/
http://princegrade4.weebly.com/index.html 
http://www.msbougheygrade3.blogspot.com/
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesES
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What are you doin’ this weekend?

“What are you doin’ this weekend?”

Ahh, those two wonderful words...‘the weekend’! Two whole days without classes and 

commitments - unless, of course, you are on duty, taking an ACT, SAT, or PSAT exam, 

or traveling with your team for a competition. Okay, weekends are still pretty busy, 

but the words still bring a smile and a hint of excitement. The Weekend Activities 

Team, headed by coordinators Danny Schiff and Arrington McCoy, have stepped up 

the offerings for outdoor weekend activities, and a devoted group of students has 

taken to the mountains, roads, or water for a bit of adrenaline rush.
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What are you doin’ this weekend?

Tarp Surfing: 
The Video

Weekend Gallery

http://youtu.be/RG5TNeFGuOk
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2011-2012ImagesMSandHS/Weekend-Outdoor-Activities/19955929_JPRHP2#1571383034_Z6h8qFv
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Ten days of hiking, breathtaking views, and friendship

An Absolutely Unforgettable Week



Ten days of hiking, breathtaking views, and friendship
A group of 19 TASIS alumni and friends gathered in Mürren on July 29 for a ten-day hike 
through the spectacular high Alps of the Jungfrau region. The first few days of hiking took place 
on the western side of the Lauterbrunnen Valley with gorgeous views of the famous trio of Eiger, 
Mönch, and Jungfrau on the other side of the valley, then moved to the eastern side to hike 
around Wengen, Grindelwald, and Kleine Scheidegg.

Here and there, splinter groups who wanted a more challenging ascent or descent were able to 
set off on the ‘high road’ while the rest of the hikers chose the ‘low road’. The region is well-
served with transportation, and there were frequently options to cut the walk short and use a 
cable car instead. This option was rarely taken though, this to ensure that the taste of the beer at 
the trail’s end would not be compromised by having taken the easy way down! On a typical day, 
8-year-old Anna, the youngest hiker, set a brisk pace while the rest were happy to follow. Lunch 
times were picnics in beautiful ‘al fresco’ surroundings (Mrs. Fleming would have approved!) or 
lunches in mountain restaurants serving typical Swiss alpine food. 

Woven into the outings were many cultural detours and other attractions. These included the 
revolving restaurant of the Schilthorn (9800 feet) - also known as Piz Gloria thanks to the 007 
movie On Her Majesty’s Secret Service which was filmed there. Other exciting diversions were: 
hiking behind a waterfall at Sprütz, tasting ‘Hobelkäse’ at a cheese making farm, and visiting 
the thunderous Trümmelbach waterfalls which drain the local glaciers with a flow of 20,000 
liters per second. Crowning it all was a train ride up to the ‘Top-of-Europe’, the Jungfraujoch 
at 11,800 feet, getting there via the tunnel which cuts through the north face of the Eiger. The 
final two days of hiking down by the turquoise-blue Brienzersee provided a complete change of 
scenery and pace. 

Everyone agreed it was a great trip! A remarkable and satisfying camaraderie soon developed, so 
that already by trip’s end the participants had decided to get together for a reunion sometime 
in the coming year. Once again, our thanks go to Peter Boynton ’69 for his hard work planning 
and organizing this trip right down to the minutest detail, and to the whole Boynton family – 

Peter with son Burke and daughter Eva – for their 
expertise as guides. Everyone who participated 
has a whole host of favorite memories, and one 
of them has to be of Kahyah from Hawaii hiking 
barefoot, and in a lovely, floaty skirt! Perhaps she 
has started a new style for Alpine hiking gear? 
Come back next year to find out!  
Hikers: Front row: Ricardo Villareal, Katie Skow, Kahyah 
Eliyah, Eva Boynton, Jeanne Skow. Middle: Anna Strong, Ruth 
Marquart Strong ’81, Robin Hamilton Brooks ’71, Mark Moyle, 
Diana Rader Moyle ’69, Peter Boynton ’69, Pam Dannelly, 
Burke Boynton. Back row: Ford Barrett SH59, Ron Strong, 
Michael Brooks, John Skow, Bill Dannelly, Elliot Rubin

M o r e  A l p i n e  H i k e  p h o t o s

Photographs by Peter Boynton ’69

An Absolutely Unforgettable Week

00

http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media2/index.cfm?g=320
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Get thee to a Nunnery Reunion!
   Upcoming Alumni Events and Reunions

All-Class Reunion New York
Saturday, November 19
6:00 - 9:00 pm
Cosmopolitan Club
122 East 66th Street
New York, NY 10065
Cocktail and Hors d’Oeuvres Reception with TASIS Hosts: 
Lynn Fleming Aeschliman ‘63, Bill Eichner, Yvonne Procyk, & 
Zuleika Tipismana. Cocktail attire, no blue jeans please. Club 
rules require jacket and tie for men.  
Register at: www.tasisreunion.com

All-Class Reunion Houston 
Saturday, March 10, 2012
Time and venue TBD
Houston, Texas
Check back later for more details as they develop, or contact 
alumni@tasis.ch.

All-Class Reunion Los Angeles
February or March 2012
Date and venue to be confirmed 
Check back soon for more details as they develop!

Regional Reunion in Chicago
All Classes are welcome!
Wednesday - Friday, May 11-13, 2012
Theme: from Falafel to Swiss Fondue!
Venue TBD
Contact Dawna Thompson ’79 for details at: 
mdmefeline@yahoo.com.

Class of 1992 - 20 Year Reunion
May 26, 2012, somewhere in the U.S.A.
June 8-10, 2012, Lugano, Switzerland 
Contact Sophie Desplaces for both events at:  
sophiedesplaces@gmail.com or on the Facebook page for the 
TASIS Class of ’92.

Class of 2002 - 10 Year Reunion
Lugano, June 15 - 17 2012
Contact Renata Silva linger_silva@yahoo.com.br, Dani Einik 
daniellaeinik@gmail.com for more information, or go to the 
facebook page Class of ’02 TASIS Reunion.
 
Class of 1987 - 25 Year Reunion
Lugano, Summer 2012
Contact Patricia Andreu  andreupatricia1@gmail.com, Kurt 
Abrate  kurt.abrate@eufintrade.ch, or Susie (Reiber) Powell 
Susan.Powell@prometric.com for more information. 

It’s from Shakespeare!

Campus visit - Vasiliy Vavilov ’03 and his wife 
Anette spent an afternoon on campus this fall. Vasiliy 
has moved to northern Italy, and we look forward to 
seeing him on campus again soon.

mailto:linger_silva%40yahoo.com.br?subject=
mailto:daniellaeinik%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:andreupatricia1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:kurt.abrate%40eufintrade.ch?subject=
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Join the growing TASIS Alumni 
network on Facebook!

Alumni Facebook shifts to a page

A First Class Reunion in Turkey!

One of the biggest alumni reunions of recent years took place in 
Turkey in July 2011, with the attendance of 90 alumni plus their 
families. Over the course of the week, spent partly in Istanbul 
and then in the resort town of Bodrum on the Aegean coast, 
alumni from the early 80s caught up with each other for a truly 
remarkable TASIS vacation. Alumni flew in from all over the 
world, many making the journey from as far away as California. 
It seems that jet lag was not an issue as they renewed acquaintance 
with their TASIS friends, and partied the nights away till the 
early hours of the morning.

For those who were in Turkey for the first time, it was a chance 
to discover this alluring and fascinating land which has a foot in 
both Europe and Asia. Trips included some of the main historical 
sights in Istanbul such as Hagia Sofia, the Blue Mosque, Topkapi, 
and the Grand Bazaar (where at least some of the alumni haggled 
with the vendors!), as well as a Bosphorus cruise with dinner on 
the waterside. Ferit Sahenk ’83 enjoyed subbing as DJ in the 
disco – especially at the 80s Retro Party.

While traveling and lodging with TASIS classmates may have 
reminded the participants of being on a big in-pro travel trip, no 
TASIS in-pro was ever quite as comfortable and well-organized 
as this. We’d like to send a big THANK YOU to Ferit and 
his wife Dianne for coming up with the idea and hosting this 
reunion; and a very special thank you goes out to his staff for 
their wonderful assistance throughout the week. We’re delighted 
that Ebru Büyüksahin ’98 was on board to help coordinate 
everything. View more Turkey Reunion photos!

Muna El Fituri ’83, Stephanie Niblock Cohen ’83 , Ihab Abdelmoneim ’82, 
Ferit Sahenk ’83, Alicia Brauns ’82

Get in touch and stay in touch with our official 
TASIS Lugano Facebook page! Make sure you 
“like” us, and you’ll be up to date with our news, 
campus developments, and upcoming alumni 
reunions.

An Advisor’s Duties are Never Done

On a recent trip to Japan, Bill Eichner (Director of 
Admissions) slipped his Advisor shoes back on to give 
TASIS Alumna Erina Ishihara ’94 away on her wedding 
day. Bill was Erina’s advisor during her time as a TASIS 
student. Bill says “It was an honor to share in Erina’s 
special day”.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tasis-Lugano/293791163972734
http://switzerland.tasis.com/page.cfm?p=1469&lastid=1469&do=logoffadmin
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The Lighter Side...

Answers to Story trivia on page 3
1. Casetta

2. Cat Sforza ’02, sister of Gabriele Sforza ’07

3. Giorgio Volpi - Playing for Pizza

4. In the chimneys of De Nobili

5. Kim and John Nelson

6. Yulia Gusarova ’12

7. James and Catherine Siegel 

8. Wendy Kessel
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The Spaghetti Tour
Get one baby blue Volkswagen bus, pour in a ton of spaghetti, 
add a dash of Gerhard, stir until doing 100 k’s an hour, blend 
off with Brian and Philip, top off with the latest TASIS film 
and travel all over the United States. Yes... Those were the miles 
my friend—we thought they’d never end. All the way from 
Washington, D.C. to New York, via San Diego. But while in 
America our intrepid Austrian and Englishmen never felt far from 
Europe what with the alumni film on never-ending tap, ready to 
be shown at every whistle stop. 

What with a surfeit of spaghetti 
and chianti, checkered tablecloths 
and the alumni film (not to 
mention candlelight), how could 
any nostalgic North Carolinian, 
Californian, Chicagoan help but 
feel the delights of Remembrance of 
Things Past and with Proust ask, “C’ 
è ancora da mangiare?”  
 (Alumni News 1969)

If you were part of 

a TASIS adventure 

or have a wonderful 

memory to share, 

please send your 

story and, if possible, 

a photograph. We 

hope to publish more 

TASIS Parting Shots 

online and in future 

publications! 

Thank you! 

Send information to: 

alumni@tasis.ch

TASIS Parting Shot(s)

The craziest task I ever did for Mrs. Fleming was 
the Spaghetti-Alumni Tour with Brian Kusel 
and a Maltese chef in a caravan decorated by 
Betsy into a Ticinese grotto restaurant, pulled or 
rather dragged by an underpowered VW bus. We 
were barely able to shift into fourth gear, with 
headwind into second. I found a napkin with 
the geographic schedule. I chickened out in New 
Orleans to stay sane. Maybe you remember? I 
certainly do, every detail of it.”
 Gerhard Schwarzacher (1936-2008)
 Swiss Holiday counselor &    
 TASIS representative 

”

“When I first came here in 1978 students were 
allowed to smoke. Almost everybody smoked. 
You had to have parental permission. At the 
beginning of the year maybe 30% of the students 
didn’t have it, but by the end of the year they had 
it because the parents thought their children were 
smoking anyway and they didn’t want them to get 
into trouble. You had to be very strong to resist 
the peer pressure. Now it’s better. One thing I was 
instrumental in changing was to get rid of the 
smoking. There was some reluctance at first, because 
it was thought that it might affect enrollment. We eventually did change 
this rule, which was a step in the right direction.”   - Paul Greenwood

Paul Greenwood (1978)
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TASIS The American School In Switzerland
CH-6926 Montagnola, Collina d’Oro, Switzerland 

Tel: +41 91 960 5151 - www.tasis.ch 


