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CONTENTSDear TASIS Family,

The	 bemused	 comment	 often	 made	 in	 passing	 by	
my mother, Mrs. Fleming, about “if and when I die,”  
seemed	credible	for	a	long	time.	So	her	final	departure 
from	 the	 “waiting	 lounge”	 on	 January	 27th	 caught	
many	by	surprise,	though	of	course	it	should	not	have.	
Yet	she	was	a	larger-than-life	figure	even	in	her	great 
age.	The	outpouring	of	condolences	from	around	the	
world from students, recent and long ago, has been 
extremely	 moving,	 as	 was	 the	 actual	 funeral	 at	 S.	 
Abbondio	 and	 the	Memorial	 Service	 in	 England.	We	
have	here	included	the	beautiful	eulogies	which	were	
interspersed	 with	 magnificent	 music	 at	 her	 funeral	
and	memorials	from	other	devotees.	“The	death	of	a	 
person’s	body	is	a	sadness,	but	the	death	of	a	person’s	
soul	is	a	tragedy.”	Death	is	a	mystery,	but	during	her	
long	 life	 Mrs.	 Fleming’s	 spirit	 touched	 the	 lives	 and	
souls	of	thousands.	Surely	her	legacy	and	spirit	live	on	in 
TASIS	as	the	Board	and	dedicated	Faculty	and	Staff	pick	
up	the	gauntlet	and	head	positively	into	the	next	fifty	
years.	From	a	song	in	her	musical,	“It’s	up	to	us”	now!

In	 this	 special	 commemorative	 issue	 of	 TASIS	 Today,	
we	have	also	included	eulogies	of	close	friends	of	Mrs.	
Fleming	and	TASIS	over	many	years	who	have	recently	
died.	We	hope	and	pray	 that	 they	are	enjoying	each	
other’s	company	as	they	watch	over	us.	With	the	passing 
of our Founder, this winter brought the end of an 
era	for	TASIS.	It	is	a	time	to	pause	and	reflect	on	and	 
appreciate	the	past,	but	it	is	also	a	time	to	look	forward	
to build for the future; we are confident in the commitment 
and	competence	of	the	Board	of	Directors,	our	Head-
master, and the many wonderful, loyal colleagues 
in the School---teachers, administrators, staff---and  
devoted	alumni	and	friends.	

Many	 good	 things	 are	 happening	 at	 TASIS	 as	 we	
grow	and	constantly	strive	for	excellence	in	everything	
we do---that’s the challenge, but it is well worth the  
effort	as	we	positively	affect	the	lives	of	our	students,	in	
groups	but	also	one	by	one.

Join	us	in	looking	back	and	looking	forward.	We	count	
on the loyal commitment to TASIS of so many alumni. 
Together,	 we	 will	 keep	 the	 spirit	 of	 Mrs.	 Fleming	 
alive	here,	now,	and	in	the	future.	One	of	her	favorite	
Shakespeare	quotations	was	“how	far	that	little	candle	
throws its beam; so shines a good deed in a naughty 
world.”	May	we	keep	that	flame	burning	brightly.

With	all	good	wishes,

   Lynn Fleming Aeschliman
   Chairman of the Board

signature
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Mary Crist Fleming

Her vision and loving spirit lifted the hearts 
and minds of generations.

Church of S. Abbondio, Collina d’Oro 
       February 1, 2009, 15:00

Service of Thanksgiving 
for the Life and Work of  

September 10, 1910  -  January 27, 2009
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Mary Crist Fleming, founder and director of American inter-
national	schools	in	Europe	and	a	pioneer	in	the	field	of	inter-
national	 education,	 died	 on	 27	 January,	 2009,	 at	 her	 long-
time home in Montagnola, Switzerland, in the middle of the  
campus	of	The	American	School	in	Switzerland	(TASIS),	which	
she founded in 1956. Mrs. Fleming was also the founder of  
TASIS,	The	American	School	in	England,	in	1976,	and	of	several 
other	schools	and	programs,	most	still	in	operation,	in	Europe. 
A	dozen	years	ago	 she	donated	 the	 schools,	programs,	and	
campuses	to	the	nonprofit	Swiss	TASIS	Foundation,	which	Mrs.	
Fleming	set	up	to	continue	her	legacy.	The	schools	are	widely 
considered the finest American international schools abroad. 
Mrs. Fleming has been recognized for her contributions 
to American and international education by commendations 
from	 the	 U.S.	 Department	 of	 Education	 (1983),	 President	 
George	 H.W.	 Bush	 (1990),	 and	 Harvard	 University	 (1984),	
which	is	her	alma	mater.	She	was	given	an	honorary	degree	by	
the	American	College	of	Greece.

Mary	 Crist	 Fleming	 was	 born	 in	 Boston,	 Massachusetts,	 on	
September	10,	1910,	 the	only	 child	of	 two	 school	 founders	
and	directors,	Haldy	Miller	Crist	and	Frances	Leavitt	Crist,	who	
founded,	 owned,	 and	 operated	 the	 Mary	 Lyon	 School	 for	
girls	 in	 Swarthmore,	 Pennsylvania.	 She	was	 educated	 at	 her	
parents’	school,	in	Lausanne,	Switzerland,	in	Perugia,	Italy,	at	
the	New	England	Conservatory	of	Music,	and	then	at	Radcliffe	
College,	Harvard	University,	from	which	she	graduated	with	a	
degree	in	French	in	1933.	From	early	on	a	Europhile,	she	spoke	
fluent	French,	good	Italian,	and	German,	capacities	that	were	
to	serve	her	very	well	in	a	lifetime	of	educational	initiative	and	
endeavor	 in	 relating	Americans	 to	Europe	and	Europeans	 to	
America,	as	Secretary	of	Education	T.H.	Bell	pointed	out	in	his 
commendation	 of	 her	 at	 the	U.S.	 Department	 of	 Education	
in 1983. From the mid 1930s on Mary Crist was leading  
educational	trips	of	young	Americans	to	Europe,	driving	her-
self	and	covering	 the	continent	 from	France	 to	Turkey,	with	
many	adventures	in	between.	Italians,	Slavs,	Greeks,	and	Turks 
were	 especially	 astonished	 to	 see	 an	 elegant,	 self-assured	 
woman	driving	and	leading	a	small	fleet	of	cars	filled	with	young	
American	women	 on	 frequently	 unpaved	 roads	 in	 southern	
or	southeastern	Europe.	She	spent	a	night	 in	an	 Istanbul	 jail	 
because	she	did	not	have	visas	for	her	girls.	In	1935	her	educator- 
parents	 financed	 her	 visit	 to	 the	 Soviet	Union,	 about	which	
she	 was	 required	 to	 write	 a	 book,	 privately	 published	 with	 
illustrations in 1936 as No	Soap	in	the	Soviet. In later years she 
was	to	meet	and	admire	the	English	journalist	and	broadcaster 
Malcolm	 Muggeridge,	 whose	 satirical-documentary	 novel	
Winter	in	Moscow	was	also	published	in	1936.

Mary Crist Fleming, International Educational Pioneer, Dies at 98

In	 1940	 Mrs.	 Fleming	 married	 William	 Thomas	 Fleming	 of	 
Philadelphia	and	between	1933	and	1943	she	was	Assistant	 
Director	of	her	parents’	Mary	Lyon	School,	nursing	her	mother	in	
her final struggle with cancer. The School was commandeered 
in	1943	by	 the	U.S.	Navy	 for	 the	war	 effort	 and	 she	briefly	
moved	 it	 to	 the	 Barbizon	 Plaza	 Hotel	 in	 New	 York	 City	 to	 
finish	 the	academic	year.	A	Francophile	as	well	as	a	Franco-
phone,	she	was	meanwhile	helping	to	raise	money	for	the	Free	
French	opposition	to	the	Vichy	collaborationist	regime.	From	
1943	to	1953	Mrs.	Fleming	ran	the	Frog	Hollow	Country	Day	
School	in	Lansdale,	Pennsylvania,	from	which	she	would	each	
summer	take	her	trips	with	students	to	Europe,	with	particular	
attention to southern France, French Switzerland, and central 
Italy.	Her	children	Gai,	Thomas,	and	Lynn	were	born	between	
1941	and	1946.	She	moved	her	family	to	Europe	permanently	
in	1956,	opening	The	American	School	in	Switzerland	(which	
was	to	become	known	by	the	acronym	TASIS)	in	a	rented	villa 
in	 Locarno,	 Switzerland,	 with	 her	 own	 three	 children	 and	
nine	others.	She	soon	moved	the	School	to	Lugano,	where	it	 
occupied	two	different	sites	before	being	consolidated	on	one	
campus	 in	the	hill	village	of	Montagnola,	surrounded	by	the	
Alps	and	overlooking	the	Lake	of	Lugano.	In	the	early	years	the	
school	was	mainly	comprised	of	Americans,	but	today	its	K-13	
enrollment	of	560	students	includes	over	fifty	nationalities.	For	
many	years	Mrs.	Fleming	was	unique	in	being	a	female	school	and 
summer-program	founder	and	Director	in	static,	hierarchical,	
bureaucratic, male-dominated societies in France and Switzerland,  
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whose	 authorities	 deeply	 mistrusted	 her	 dynamic	 American	
self-reliance	and	risk-taking,	but	were	often	charmed	and	won	
over	in	spite	of	themselves.	Mrs.	Fleming	always	wore	flashy	
bracelets	with	old	gold	coins,	but	she	also	liked	to	say	that	she	
had “more mortgages than coins.” 

Mrs.	Fleming’s	“joie	de	vivre,”	charm,	 inspirational	 speaking	
capacities,	organizational	abilities,	and	risk-taking	educational	
initiatives	attracted	not	only	students	and	parents	but	dedicated 
faculty	and	administrators	of	several	nationalities	to	her	schools 
and	programs,	including,	briefly,	colleges	in	Lugano,	Switzerland,	
and	Florence,	Italy,	that	grew	out	of	her	very	successful	“Post	
Graduate,”	 13th-year	 program	 in	 Lugano,	 which	 had	 been	
praised	 in	an	article	 in	Time	magazine	 in	1965.	 In	1976	she	
and	her	daughter	Lynn	and	a	cadre	of	her	finest	administrators	
and teachers founded TASIS England, The American School in 
England,	in	Thorpe,	Surrey,	now	a	thriving	boarding	and	day	
school	of	over	700		students.	She	also	founded	and	operated 
schools	 in	 Greece,	 Cyprus,	 and	 France,	 where	 uncertain	 
economic	and	political	developments	made	their	continuation	
impossible.	She	was	also	a	founder	of	the	European	Council	
of	International	Schools	(ECIS),	now	known	as	the	Council	of	
International	Schools	(CIS).

Mrs.	 Fleming’s	 enormous	 charm,	 personal	 charisma,	 and	 
educational	vision	earned	her	the	gratitude,	love,	and	loyalty 
of	 generations	 of	 friends,	 teachers,	 students,	 parents,	 and	

staff	over	a	65-year	career	 in	education.	She	was	 famed	for	
her	 courtesy	 and	 generosity	 to	 her	 kitchen	 staffs,	 maids,	 
gardeners,	and	handymen,	whom	she	or	her	daughter	Lynn	
usually	took	on	an	annual	holiday	trip.	She	was	the	subject	of	
newspaper	and	magazine	articles,	a	popular	novel	for	young	 
people,	Bloomability	(1998)	by	Sharon	Creech	(a	Newbery	Award-
winning author, former TASIS faculty member, and wife 
of	 TASIS	 Headmaster	 Lyle	 Rigg),	 and	 a	 commemorative 
volume,	MCF:	What	 a	 Life!	 (1990),	 edited	 by	 her	 daughter	
Lynn	Fleming	Aeschliman	and	with	an	introductory	greeting	by	
President	George	H.W.	Bush.		Her	life	story	was	also	made	into	
a musical comedy of the same title, with words and music by 
the	American	composer	Todd	Fletcher,	a	former	TASIS	faculty 
member, which was staged for audiences in Switzerland,  
England,	and	New	York	City.	She	was	the	main	subject	of	a	
Boston	University	doctoral	dissertation	on	educational	leadership.

The	educational	vision	of	Mary	Crist	Fleming	was	rooted	in	the 
proprietary,	classical-Christian,	Anglo-American	independent-
school	 tradition	 of	 her	 school-founder	 parents,	 with	 four	 
particular	additions:	an	insistence	on	the	importance	of	learning 
European	 languages	 so	 as	 to	 communicate	 directly	 with	 
people	 (for	 whose	 personal	 names	 she	 had	 a	 phenomenal	
memory);	an	emphasis	on	highly-organized	course-correlated	
travel	throughout	Europe,	with	faculty	guides	and	chaperones;	 
a	high	priority	given	to	drama,	art,	and	music;	and	the	insistence 
on beautiful surroundings as a setting for her educational  
enterprises.	Her	 schools	 and	programs	were	 and	are	 almost	 
always located in beautiful settings in historic buildings, 
in Switzerland, England, France, or Italy, which were then  
tastefully	renovated	by	her	or	her	daughter	to	adapt	them	to	
educational use and were then augmented by new, classic  
buildings in the same style. Always elegantly attired herself 
and	with	 beautiful	manners,	 she	 loved	 beauty	 and	 believed	
that	 it	 nourished	 young	 people’s	 spirits.	 American	 architect	
David	Mayernik’s	lovely	neo-classical	M.	Crist	Fleming	Library, 
built	on	 the	TASIS	campus	 in	Switzerland	 in	her	honor	with	
alumni,	 parent,	 and	 friends’	 contributions	 in	 2004,	 won	
a	 2005	 Palladio	 Award	 sponsored	 by	 Traditional	 Building	
magazine	(New	York).

Mrs. Fleming married twice, with both marriages ending 
in	 divorce.	 She	 is	 survived	 by	 her	 three	 children	 by	 her	 first	 
marriage,	 Mrs.	 Gai	 Fleming	 Case	 of	 Brevard,	 N.C.,	 Mr.	 W.	 
Thomas	 Fleming	 III,	 of	 Washington,	 D.C.,	 and	 Mrs.	 Lynn	 
Fleming Aeschliman of Montagnola, Switzerland, all three 
of	whom	serve	on	the	TASIS	Foundation,	and	by	four	grand- 
children.	 But	 her	 larger	 family	 numbers	 in	 the	 thousands 
of	 people	 who	 were	 touched	 and	 inspired	 by	 her	 vision,	 
inexhaustible energy, grace, courtesy, and generosity.

M.D. Aeschliman, Ph.D., TASIS Foundation 
Professor of Education, Boston University 

Photo with Michael
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Eulogies at the Funeral

What	a	magnificent	life.		Mrs.	Fleming	lived	and	dreamed	on	
a grand scale, and all of us here today were fortunate in one 
way	or	another	 to	share	 in	 that	grand	adventure.	We	know	
what	it	was	like	to	be	caught	up	in	one	of	her	dreams.		It	may	
have	been	something	as	truly	grand	as	starting	a	school	some	
50,	30,	or	20	years	ago,	or	something	simple	she	made	grand,	
like	one	of	her	famous	picnics	on	a	road	trip,	complete	with	
silver	goblets	and	her	legendary	drinking	kit.	

Mrs.	Fleming	had	a	magical	ability	to	turn	a	simple	day	into	an	
adventure;	and	she	had	a	way	of	bringing	you	along	on	that	
adventure	and	of	letting	you	know	that	you	were	helping	her	
fulfill	a	dream.	When	I	picture	Mrs.	Fleming,	I	will	always	see	
her	with	a	certain	mischievous	glint	in	her	eye.		I	think	you’ve	
seen	it	too.		That	look	she	got	when	she	had	a	wild	idea;	that	
gleam that told you she really meant what she was saying, 
that	she	was	going	to	carry	through	with	whatever	it	was,	no	
matter	the	obstacles.	That	sparkle	in	the	eye	that	said,	“Let’s	
get	this	done,	let’s	have	some	fun.”	I	think	of	that	glint,	that	
flashing shine as the reflection of her dreams. And her dream 
come true, as she said many times, was her school. For  
generations	to	come	students	will	walk	through	its	doors	and	
encounter her legacy, her dream.

We’ve	all	heard	wonderful	stories	this	week,	as	we	reminisce	
and	share	memories.	I’ll	tell	just	one.	It’s	a	story	about	one	of	
Mrs.	 Fleming’s	assembly	 talks.	A	group	of	 students	had	 just	
gotten	into	some	sort	of	trouble	the	previous	weekend.	I	don’t	
recall what, but they had done something fairly thoughtless, 
and	 of	 course	 Mrs.	 Fleming	 asked	 them,	 what	 were	 they	 
thinking?	A	chagrined	boy	made	the	mistake	of	saying,	“I	don’t	
know,	Mrs.	Fleming,	we	were	bored”.	Bored!?	Boredom	for 
Mrs. Fleming was the worst sort of crime. So at the assembly 
she	admonished	the	students	about	their	complacency.	“You	
must exercise your curiosity”, she said.  “Maintain a sense of 
adventure,	step	up	to	challenges.	There	is	no	excuse	for	being	
bored	 in	a	world	with	so	many	wonderful	places,	populated	
by	such	fabulous	people.”	She	told	them:	“Go	to	the	Lugano	
train	station,	hop	on	the	first	train	that	comes	by,	and	get	off	
at	the	2nd	stop.	When	you	get	off	the	train,	find	out	what	it	is	

She Will Always Be a Part 
of Our Life and Our Dreams
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that	makes	that	place	special.”		I’m	not	sure	our	Green	Forms	
and	 travel	 permissions	 allow	 for	 such	 escapades,	 but	 that’s	
what she said.

It was true to form MCF. And it reminds me of the way she 
frequently	 spoke	 about	 learning	 and	 education.	 Like	 the	 
encounters	 and	 adventures	 of	 a	 voyage,	 learning	 is	 about	
surmounting	obstacles,	confronting	the	unexpected,	learning 
how and why to change course, learning how to find your 
way	 after	 detours;	 and	 learning	 to	 marvel	 at	 people	 and	 
places	 as	 you	 come	 to	 understand	 them.	 That’s	 how	 she	 
spoke,	that’s	how	she	lived	her	life,	that’s	the	example	she	set. 

Mrs.	Fleming’s	voyage	was	a	great	one.		It	had	moments	of	
great	achievement	and	noble	purpose.	When	she	encountered 
detours	 and	 disappointments,	 she	 re-found	 her	 direction	
from	the	guiding	light	of	her	dreams.	And	while	she	took	her	
voyage	 in	 style,	with	her	white	gloves	and	 tumblers	on	 the	
dashboard,	 she	 shared	 everything	 she	 had	with	 those	who	
accompanied	her.

On	a	personal	note,	Melissa,	James	and	I	are	grateful	for	all	
she	shared	with	us.	We	will	miss	her,	but	she	will	always	be	a	
part	of	our	life	and	our	dreams.
        
     Bill Eichner



So Much Beauty

Eight	eulogies,	I	thought...	Only	eight?	Why	
not	80?	And	then	again,	there	could	be	and	
should	be	800.	And	if	there	were	however	
so many hundred their common thread 
would	be	rejoicing	for	so	glorious	a	life	and	
gratitude	for	each	one	of	our	parts	in	it.

For	 Koukla	 and	 me	 and	 all	 my	 family,	
Cris,	 Mrs.	 Fleming,	 M.C.F.	 was	 only	 ever	 
“Little	Mother.”	Strange,	when	you	think	of 
someone in no sense little, and as was not 
the case for those thousands who were her  
children before they were her graduates, 
she	 was	 never	 for	 me	 “in	 loco	 parentis”. 
I	 knew	 her	 and	 loved	 her	 for	 only	 40	 
years -- from the middle of the gin  
years all the way through the bourbon 
years.	 I	 loved	 her	 for	 her	 huge	 heart	 and	 her	 multiple 
hearths,	 for	 all	 of	 her	 beloved	 dogs,	 for	 her	 welcome	 and	
for her insatiable interest and curiosity and her memory, her  
seriousness	 --	 she	was	 never	 light,	 never	 gossiped	or	 said	 a	
fierce	 word	 that	 I	 remember	 about	 anyone,	 even	 if	 they	 
disappointed	 her.	 And	 among	 all	 those	 colleagues	 and	 
thousands	 of	 young	 to	 whom	 she	 gave	 so	 much,	 she	 also	 
forgave	everything.	I	have	two	children	and	I	know	how	much	
there	is	to	forgive,	and	she	had	thousands.	

But	to	all	of	them	she	gave	hope	and	respect	and	welcome:	
she	raised	their	sights.	She	was	herself	an	exceptional	example, 
while	 being	 herself	 both	 exceptional	 and	 modest.	 She	 was	 
beautiful,	decorous,	dependable,	disciplined.	She	was	a	woman 
who	commanded	and	deserved	respect	in	a	man’s	world.	She	
earned	the	admiration	of	her	peers,	great	men	of	her	several 
parishes	and	far	afield:	I	think	of	Peter	Smithers,	Forrest	Cranmer, 
Leo	 van	 Brussel,	 Dana	Cotton,	 Bob	Knittel,	 and	 even	 of	 his	 
astonishing	wife	Luise	Reiner,	yet	alive	and	asking	affectionately 
after	her	old	friend	when	I	saw	her	just	weeks	ago.

They	 say	 that	 no	 man	 is	 a	 hero	 to	 his	 valet.	 Well,	 Little	 
Mother	 was	 unquestionably	 a	 heroine	 to	 her	 hairdresser,	 
close	friend	to	her	heart	specialist,	and	those	who	served	her	
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long	and	most	 loyally,	Maria	 and	Giorgio	 in	Capitignano, 
and	Piera	and	Luisa	and	so	many	others,	adored	her	without	
reservation.

For	 me	 she	 was	 the	 perfect	 and	 enduring	 friend,	 whose	
company	was	a	joy,	whose	kindness	to	me	and	my	family	
knew	no	bounds.

Today,	a	day	we	have	all	dreaded,	all	except	Little	Mother,	
who	waited	nobly	and	impatiently	for	the	end	of	her	earthly	
life	 .	 .	 .	 today	would	be	a	calamity,	save	that	she	had	for	
a long time established the continuing excellence of her  
bequest,	save	for	her	magnificent	daughters	and	son,	save	
for the wonderful grandchildren, who will go on being a 
fortress	 against	 the	 busily	 encroaching	 depravities	 of	 this	
sorry world, a world in which she saw only -- and herself 
created -- so much beauty. 

And	 of	 course	 today	 is	 Sunday,	 the	 day	 of	 Resurrection,	 
today	for	Little	Mother.	In	the	words,	the	last	words,	of	the	
last	Psalm:	Let	every	thing	that	hath	breath	praise	the	Lord.	
Praise	ye	the	Lord.
        
   Christopher MacLehose



So Much Beauty

How	 to	 give	 even	 a	 sense	 of	 Mrs.	 Fleming	 in	 these	 few	 
moments – she was such an extraordinary woman, such a  
powerful	influence	on	us	all!		Since	she	left	us,	I	have	felt	the	
weight	of	a	thousand	stories	and	memories	pressing	to	be	shared. 

We	met	 first	 in	 1943.	 As	 we	 grew	 older,	 our	 relationship,	 
spanning	 65	 years,	 became	 very	 precious	 to	 us	 both.	 She	
would	often	say	“I	have	had	Betsy	since	she	was	3	years	old”	
as	though	to	take	full	credit	for	me.	This	may	have	seemed	odd	
to	those	hearing	it	for	the	first	or	the	15th	time,	but	I	knew	
that	 it	was	the	greatest	compliment	from	a	woman	whom	I	
loved	deeply.

There	 simply	 has	 been	 no	 one	 else	 like	Mrs.	 Fleming	 in	my	
life.	Just	as	she	has	done	for	so	many	of	you,	she	took	pride	
in	me,	and	did	everything	she	could	to	support	me.	Over	65 
years, she went out of her way for me through countless acts 
of	 thoughtfulness,	 singled	me	out,	 even	 as	 a	 young	girl,	 to	
take	extra	responsibility,	wrapped	me	into	her	family,	shared 
so	 many	 memorable	 and	 hilarious	 experiences	 in	 Europe,	 
exposing	me	to	her	special	brand	of	joie de vivre.  

Throughout all those years I adored being with her, and was 
the	grateful	 recipient	of	her	 remarkable	hospitality.	She	was	
my mentor, my surrogate mother, my wise counselor. 

I	suspect	that	each	of	you	here	today	have,	in	some	profound	
and	personal	way,	had	your	life	enriched	by	Mrs.	Fleming.		We	
all	 have	 a	 treasure	 trove	 of	 stories	 and	memories	 to	 share.	
Many	are	funny,	some	are	moving,	some	are	incredible.	

The	 founding	 of	 this	 superb	 and	 complex	 institution	 is	 her	
true	legacy,	and	the	true	tale	of	her	determination,	vision,	and	
plain	guts.	I	well	remember	that	day	in	the	early	60’s	when	she	 
charmed	 and	 then	 persuaded	 the	 elderly	 Marchesa,	 who	 
owned	 the	Villa	De	Nobili,	 to	 sell	 her	 ancestral	 home	 to	be	
preserved	as	a	school.	At	the	same	time	she	had	to	charm	and	
persuade	a	less	than	sympathetic	gaggle	of	Swiss	bankers	to	
loan	her,	a	WOMAN!,	the	money	to	finance	the	deal.	

Years	later,	I	recall	visiting	Thorpe	with	her	when	she	was	in	her	
late	60’s,	full	of	energy,	determined	to	buy	that	pile	of	bricks	
against	 everyone’s	 advice,	 and	 start	 a	 second	 TASIS	 school	
in England. As a result, thousands of students, teachers, and  
administrators	in	Switzerland	and	England	have	been	inspired	
by	her	dreams,	fallen	under	her	spell,	and	been	influenced	by	
her style. 

Her	 Rolls	 Royce	 was	 her	 beloved	Mini	 Cooper,	 from	which	
she	would	 emerge,	 pair	 of	 perfect	 legs	 first,	 pulling	 off	 her	 

Her Extraordinary Generosity of Spirit

driving	gloves,	every	hair	of	her	signature	hairdo	in	place.	Her	
special	 style:	 the	 little	black	dress,	and	always	stockings	and	
gloves,	even	in	the	blazing	Italian	sun.	Then	there	was	the	big	
hat,	the	huge	earrings	and	the	jangling	bracelets.		She	always	
had,	close	 to	hand,	Revlon’s	“Cherries	 in	 the	Snow”	 lipstick	
tucked	down	in	one	corner	of	her	décolleté.	

She	was	a	woman	of	strong	opinions.	Two	of	her	pet	peeves	
were	blue	jeans	and	baseball	hats,	but	she	also	had	nothing	
good	to	say	about	most	fish,	pens	with	blue	ink,	wristwatches,	
sunflowers, the state of Florida, and small ice cubes. She  
adored	her	German	Shepherds,	a	perfect	Old	Fashioned,	bold	
colors,	France,	candles	and	bouquets	of	 flowers,	 the	“Trib”,	
ice,	 ice,	 and	 more	 ice,	 and	 she	 never	 traveled	 without	 her	 
elegant	velvet	make-up	box	and	her	drinking	kit.	

Her	memory	was	prodigious	and	a	great	gift.	For	many	years,	
on	being	introduced	to	a	room	full	of	people	for	the	first	time,	
she	would	remember	everyone’s	name,	and	she	never	forgot	
a	risqué	joke.	Her	collection	was	so	large	that	she	always	had	
the	perfect	one	ready	for	any	situation.	She	was	always	deeply	
appreciative	of	those	people	who	made	the	school’s	smooth	
running	possible.	She	knew	every	workman’s	name,	and	she	
celebrated	with	them	when	each	new	project	was	done.	One	
of	her	favorite	traditions	was	taking	the	personale	on	a	special	
annual	trip	in	recognition	that	the	school	could	not	function	
without them. 

It	is	a	comfort	to	me	that,	through	our	memories,	she	will	live	
on	 in	our	hearts	and	our	minds,	and	 inspire	us	 to	share	her	 
great	 gift:	 her	 extraordinary	 generosity	 of	 spirit,	 with	 each	
other and future generations.
     Betsy Newell
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Over	the	44	years	I	have	known	Mrs.	Fleming,	and	this	will	be	
attested	to	by	everyone	who	knew	her,	she	always	wanted	a	
school	in	the	south	of	France.	She	had	one	there,	very	early	on	
in	her	life	in	Europe,	in	Uzes,	but	reluctantly	had	to	give	it	up.	
She	so	loved	the	Provence	region	of	France	that	for	years	she	
was	in	search	of	a	location	for	a	TASIS	school,	preferably	in	an	
old,	historic,	needs-lots-of-fixing-up,	château,	within	walking	
distance	of	a	charming	town	with	outdoor	cafes	and	a	square	
bathed	 in	that	dappled	 light	of	the	Provence	sun.	She	knew	
what	she	wanted.	As	a	result,	I	think	I	have	been	to	just	about	
every	village	and	town	in	the	south	of	France,	playing	the	role	
of	“Dr.	No”,	all	the	while	knowing	that	if	we	ever	did	stumble	
on	to	that	magical	property	 I	would	have	to	convert	to	“Dr.	
Yes” or be gone.

We	had	a	lot	of	fun	on	those	trips;	we	had	a	lot	of	fun	on	most	
of	our	trips.	For	every	one	who	knew	Mrs.	Fleming,	the	trip,	
the	 journey	was	 just	 as	 important,	 indeed	 sometimes	more	
important,	than	the	goal.	Whether	it	was	in	search	of	a	new	
school	location	or	in	search	of	the	perfect	spot	for	a	picnic,	her	
standards	were	exacting	and	not	to	be	compromised.	And	if,	
on	some	unforgiving	curvy	road	on	an	obscure	alp	with	the	sun	
setting and not 2 meters of flat ground in sight, I might dare 
to	say,	“Let’s	skip	the	picnic”,	she	would	say,	“Paul,	you’re	let-
ting	me	down.”	Nevertheless,	out	would	come	the	drinking	kit	
with	the	crackers	and	“just	a	little	something	to	tide	us	over.”

But	all	the	time	we	spent	either	on	trips	or	discussing,	some-
times	arguing,	about	some	major	or	minor	detail,	one	 thing	
always stood out. The woman had a standard that clearly was 
a	driving	 force	 in	 the	 development	 of	 TASIS.	 Perhaps	 it’s	 in	
the	genes,	partly,	perhaps	it’s	in	the	environment	in	which	she	
grew	 up,	 but	 if	 there	 is	 an	 overriding	 characteristic	 of	Mrs.	
Fleming that imbued all that she did in her life, and it had a 
profound	impact	on	the	way	I	have	tried	to	conduct	my	life,	it	
was	her	high	standards.	No	amount	of	money	or	prestige	(she	
gave	up	a	college	rather	than	give	in),	would	shake	her	resolve.	
She told me that she saw the insidious erosion of standards, 
of	honesty	and	decency	and	civility	all	around	her,	and	TASIS	

The Journey Is Just as 
Important as the Goal

would not succumb to this lowering of the bar. There is not 
any one in this assembly who has not heard Mrs. Fleming hold 
forth	on	this	subject.				

These	standards	were	so	profoundly	a	part	of	this	woman	that	
all	of	us	who	worked	with	her	knew,	without	a	scintilla	of	a	
doubt, what her reaction would be to any circumstance, any 
conflict,	any	person.	She	was	always	steadfast	and	diplomatic:	
always	generous	and	gracious.	But	we	all	learned	to	never	ask	
her to lower the bar. It was the Fleming standard.

We	all	know,	or	should	know,	that	this	life	for	each	and	every	
one	of	us	is	a	journey	and	the	journey	is	just	as	important	as	
the	goal,	 for	 on	 the	 journey	we	are	preparing	ourselves	 for	
what	 is	to	come.	Our	bodies	may	turn	to	dust	but	our	spirit	
lives	on	and	each	and	every	one	of	us	carries	the	spirit	of	Mary	
Crist Fleming.       
     
     Paul Zazzaro
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Nearly	two	years	to	the	day,	my	own	dear	mother	passed	away	
and	I	feel	now	as	I	did	then	the	same	struggle	to	find	adequate 
words	to	honor	her	 life.	For	 in	many	ways,	over	the	past	37	
years, Mary Crist Fleming became my second mother. Her  
inspiration	and	tough	love	have	forged	me	into	the	person	I	
am today and for that I am eternally grateful. 

“If	and	when	I	die,”	she	once	said,	and	we	all	believed	her.	I	
once	asked	Mrs.	Fleming	if	she	had	any	regrets	and	would	she	
do	anything	differently.	Her	immediate	response,	in	her	usual	
decisive	manner,	was:	“I	only	regret	the	things	I	did	not	do.”	
Her	love	of	life	and	enthusiasm	were	contagious	and	no	one	
who came under her influence, and many of us here today are 
amongst	 those	 fortunate	ones,	 ever	 doubted	her	 conviction	
or ability to bring out the best in us. And that is the sign of a  
great	leader.	She	had	high	expectations	and	she	led	by	example. 
Her	vision	was	tempered	with	a	tough	work	ethic	and	discipline…	
she was the ideal role model. “A bad decision was better than 
none at all” was her belief, inherited from her father, and we 
all	followed	in	her	footsteps,	knowing	that	if	we	made	mistakes, 
we would learn from them and grow stronger. 

Mrs.	Fleming	had	a	wonderful	way	of	including	people	in	her	
great	plans	and	making	us	feel	that	we	were	an	indispensable	
part	of	her	journey.	The	little	things	mattered	to	her,	whether 
it	 was	 the	 flowers	 on	 the	 table,	 dressing	 up	 for	 dinner,	 or	 
finding	 just	 the	 right	 scenic	 spot	 for	 a	 delicious	 picnic.	 She	
had	 a	 commanding	 presence	 and,	when	 she	walked	 into	 a	
room,	 the	 atmosphere	 was	 electric.	 And	 yet	 somehow	 she	
was	able	 to	make	everyone	 feel	as	 though	 for	a	captivating	 
moment	you	were	the	only	person	in	the	room.	Her	memory	 
was	prodigious,	whether	 it	was	 remembering	birthdays,	our	
children’s	names,	or	a	naughty	joke	which	she	always	seemed	
to	deliver	with	a	glint	in	her	eye.	

The	 ancient	 Egyptians	 believed	 that	 entering	 paradise	 
depended	on	two	questions.	The	first	was:	How	much	joy	did	
you	have	in	your	life?	The	second:	How	much	joy	did	you	bring	
to	 others?	Mrs.	 Fleming	 enjoyed	 life	 and	 brought	 joy	 to	 all	 
those	she	touched,	and	if	the	Egyptians	were	right	she	is	now	
up	in	heaven	smiling	down	on	us	as	she	commences	her	most	
enduring	journey	of	all.

In	the	words	of	the	great	Russian	writer	Dostoyevsky:	“Beauty	
will	 save	 the	world.”	 	 If	 so,	Mrs.	 Fleming	has	dedicated	her	
life	 to	 saving	 our	world	 because	 she	 lived	 those	words	 and	
insisted	that	we	surround	ourselves	with	beauty.	And	she	did	
not	mean	just	physical	beauty,	as	important	as	that	was	to	her,	
but	also	the	inner	beauty	of	our	souls	and	spirits…a	sense	of	
compassion,	honor,	respect,	civility,	and	truth	that	are	at	the	

There She Comes! heart	of	the	TASIS	mission.	We	honor	Mrs.	Fleming	best	and	
sustain	her	spirit	by	perpetuating	these	values	in	our	own	lives,	
in	our	relationships,	and	in	her	schools.

A close friend and fellow TASIS colleague shared with me the 
following	poem	at	the	time	of	my	mother’s	death.	It	meant	as	
much to me then as it does now:  

 The Ship	(Bishop	Charles	H.	Brent)

	 What	is	dying?
 I am standing on the sea shore,
	 A	ship	sails	to	the	morning	breeze
 And starts for the ocean.
	 She	is	an	object	of	beauty	
 And I stand watching her
 Till at last she fades 
 On the horizon
 And someone at my side says,
 “She is gone”.
	 Gone!	Where?
	 Gone	from	my	sight	–	that	is	all.	
 The diminished size and total loss of sight is in me,
	 Not	in	her;
	 And	just	at	the	moment	when	someone	at	my	side	says,
 “She is gone”
 there are others who are watching her coming
	 and	other	voices	take	up	a	glad	shout	–	
	 “There	she	comes!”
         and that is dying.
                Fernando Gonzalez
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Thank	you	all	for	your	magnificent	remarks.	She	would	
be	overwhelmed	by	this	outpouring	of	love	and	praise.

I	want	to	address	my	remarks	about	her	 in	a	way	that	
only three of us at this gathering can do, namely, as a 
mother. 

While	I	know	that	many	of	you	have,	at	times,	felt	that	
she	was	mothering	you	–	there	is	even	a	gentleman	here	
who	affectionately	calls	her	“Little	Mother”—however,	
for only my sisters and me, she was really our mother. 

As	we	grew	up	and	from	my	earliest	memories	she	was	
engaged	 in	 some	 type	 of	 educational	 endeavor.	 My	 
sisters	 and	 I	 never	 knew	 any	 other	 activity	 going	 on	
around	 us	 and	 I	 don’t	 remember	 having	 a	 room	 to	 
myself until I went away to boarding school in the 10th  
grade.	Some	of	those	“students”	(mind	you	we’re	speaking 
about	5	and	6	year	olds)	with	whom	Gai	and	Lynn	and	I	
shared our bedrooms as children, are here today.

So it was that schooling was her life and our life as children, 
and	it	turned	out	that	she	was	pretty	good	at	it	due,	yes,	
in	part	to	her	own	strengths,	but	more	so	to	her	ability	
to	find	and	to	engage	in	her	vision	so	many	of	you	here	
today	who	made	what	we	now	call	TASIS,	happen.

But	back	to	Mom.	As	a	mother	I	certainly	don’t	remember 
her	qualities	as	a	cook	or	homemaker.	We	never	went	
without food or shelter, although I came close one 
year	when	I	was	11	and	spent	a	few	months	in	a	boys’	 
boarding	school	in	Aix-en-Provence	where	the	only	thing	
to	drink	at	dinner	was	diluted	red	wine	and	 I	chose	to	
sleep	outside	rather	than	in	a	one-room	dorm	with	100	
other boys.

No,	the	qualities	that	I	know	made	us	blessed	to	have	her	
as our mother were her ultimate care and concern for 
the	three	of	us.		No	matter	what	else	happened,	I	knew	
throughout	my	life,	as	I	believe	my	sisters	did	too,	that	
mother	would	be	there	should	everything	else	fail.	There	
is really not more that needs to be said than that. I’m 
speaking	with	my	sisters	when	I	say:	Mom,	we’re	going	
to miss you.

    Tom Fleming

To Our Mother
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Upon	the	occasion	of	the	celebration	of	Mrs.	Fleming’s	80th	
birthday in 1990, Sharon and I began our tribute to this  
remarkable	woman	with	the	following	words:

“We	have	agonized	and	puzzled	over	 this	 invitation	 to	bear	
witness	 to	 the	 incomparable	 Mrs.	 Fleming.	 How	 could	 we	 
possibly	do	justice?	How	could	we	alight	on	a	single	occasion 
that	would	capture	what	Mrs.	Fleming	means	to	us?	Should	
we	 recall	 the	 gracious	 hostess,	 the	 tireless	 traveler,	 the	 
dedicated	 educator,	 and	 the	 witty	 story-teller?	 Would	 we	
be	able	 to	capture	her	devotion,	her	attention	to	detail,	her	
love	of	beauty,	her	extraordinary	ability	 to	engage	the	mind	
and	heart	of	anyone	at	any	time?	Alas,	too	grand	a	task	for	
us	mere	mortals.	 Always	 present	 is	 the	 fear	 that	 instead	 of	 
capturing	 her,	 we	 would	 reduce	 her	 to	 mere	 words.	 Is	 it	 
possible,	after	all,	to	capture	Mrs.	Fleming?”

The	task	of	trying	to	capture	Mrs.	Fleming	in	words	has	grown	
only more difficult in the years since 1990. One memory has 
remained	 vivid	 for	me,	 however.	 I	 will	 never	 forget	my	 last	
night in England after fourteen years as headmaster of TASIS 
England	 and	 after	 almost	 two	 decades	 of	 knowing	 and	 
working	 with	Mrs.	 Fleming.	 The	 night	 was	 June	 23,	 1998.	
The	movers	had	come	to	Walnut	Tree	Cottage	and	only	a	few	 
pieces	 of	 school	 furniture	 remained.	 Sharon	 had	 already	 
returned to America.

On this my final night in England, Mrs. Fleming and I had dinner 
together	at	what	I	liked	to	refer	to	as	“our	restaurant”—Lux	II	
Chinese	Restaurant	in	Virginia	Water.	We	enjoyed	our	usual—
spring	rolls,	sweet	corn	soup,	and	crispy	duck.	I	had	wine	and	
Mrs.	Fleming	had	a	wee	drop	of	bourbon.	As	usual,	fortune	
cookies	completed	our	meal.

Since	I	also	was	without	a	car	at	this	point,	Mrs.	Fleming	drove	
me	back	to	Thorpe	in	her	black	mini.	I	recall	thinking	throughout 
the	speedy	trip	back	to	Walnut	Tree	Cottage	that	the	moment	
would	 soon	 arrive	when	Mrs.	 Fleming	 and	 I	would	 have	 to	
say	 “good-bye.”	 I	 suspect	 that	 similar	 thoughts	might	 have	
been	racing	through	Mrs.	Fleming’s	mind	as	well.	When	Mrs.	
Fleming	pulled	her	beloved	mini	into	the	driveway	of	Walnut	
Tree Cottage, we both got out of the car. Standing in the  
driveway	on	that	June	evening,	we	hugged	for	a	very	long	time.	
Mrs.	 Fleming	 also	 blessed	me	with	 repeated	 kisses	 on	 both	
cheeks—many	more	than	the	usual	three	kisses.	Although	we 
must	have	actually	said	“good-bye”,	I	really	don’t	remember 
anything	other	than	the	hugs	and	kisses.

Mrs. Fleming’s Hugs and 
Kisses

As	Mrs.	 Fleming	backed	her	mini	 out	of	
the	driveway,	we	both	waved.	And	hard	
as	I	tried	not	to	cry,	I	know	that	my	eyes	 
flooded with tears. For me it was the end of 
a	remarkable	era—the	end	of	a	marvelous 
time	in	my	life.	Nineteen	wonderful	years 
with	 Mrs.	 Fleming.	 Nineteen	 years	 of	
hugs	 and	 kisses.	 Yes,	 on	 my	 last	 night	
in England, it finally hit me that Mrs.  
Fleming’s	hugs	and	kisses	would	top	the	
list of things I would miss most. These 
hugs	 and	 kisses	 were	 regular	 reminders	
from Mrs. Fleming that things were going 
to	be	okay,	that	she	was	there	to	support 
me, that all would be right with the world. 
These	hugs	and	kisses	of	warmth,	strength, 
and understanding were also there for 
faculty,	students,	parents,	staff	members,	
and friends. Yes, Mrs. Fleming had the 
ability to embrace an entire community 
simply	by	her	presence.

When	her	black	mini	arrived	on	campus,	it	was	like	we	all	were	
receiving	big	hugs	and	kisses.	When	Mrs.	Fleming	would	park	
her	mini	 in	 front	of	Pax	House	 (back	 in	 those	days	 this	was	 
possible),	 I	knew	that	 I	had	at	 least	half	an	hour	before	she	
would	complete	the	two-minute	walk	to	my	office.	Yes,	what	
would	be	a	brief	walk	for	most	people,	required	much	more	
time for Mrs. Fleming. After all, she had to:
Hug	and	kiss	Don	Bishop	and	ask	him	about	the	progress	on	
the	latest	project.
Hug	and	kiss	Eddie	Cross	and	ask	him	how	his	rugby	team	had	
done	against	ASL.
Hug	and	kiss	Pam	Daly	and	ask	her	to	wrap	a	baby	gift	for	a	
faculty	couple.
Hug	and	kiss	Mary	Hart-Danby	and	ask	her	if	that	handsome	
business	executive	from	France	who	she	had	met	on	a	plane	
had enrolled his two children.
Hug	 and	 kiss	 Sue	 Cook	 in	 reception	 and	 ask	 how	 she	was	
getting on.
Hug	 and	 kiss	 Kate	 Woodward	 and	 ask	 about	 the	 latest	 
numbers	for	the	upcoming	TASIS	reunion	at	the	Racquet	Club	
in	New	York.
Hug	and	kiss	Rick	McGrath	and	ask	 if	 the	boys	 in	his	dorm	
were	keeping	their	rooms	tidy.
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Hug	and	kiss	at	 least	five	startled	but	beaming	students	and	
ask	where	 they	were	 from,	how	 they	were	enjoying	 school,	
etc.	 (And	 woe	 be	 to	 the	 student	 who	 complained	 to	 Mrs.	 
Fleming	that	he	or	she	was	receiving	too	much	work!)
Hug	 and	 kiss	 at	 least	 five	 faculty	 members	 and	 ask	 if	 the	 
headmaster	was	treating	them	properly.
Hug	and	kiss	Diana	Dearth	and	ask	 if	 her	 kittens,	 Pumpkin,	
Sooty,	and	Peanut,	were	behaving	themselves.
Hug	 and	 kiss	 Karl	 Christiansen	 and	 ask	 how	 Sophie	 was	 
getting on with her riding.

Although	 the	 names	 and	 questions	 would	 vary,	 this	 was	 a	 
typical	Mrs.	Fleming	trip	from	Pax	House	to	my	office!		By	the	
time	that	she	arrived	at	my	office,	she	usually	had	a	long	list	
of	issues	for	me	to	follow	up	on.	Yes,	as	Mrs.	Fleming	made	
her	way	around	campus—to	 the	Business	Office,	 the	 Lower	
School,	the	dining	room,	the	Development	Office—there	were	
many	people	to	hug	and	kiss	and	many	people	to	ask	about.

Although	Mrs.	Fleming’s	hugs	and	kisses	usually	were	exactly	
that—physical	hugs	and	kisses—they	didn’t	have	to	be.		Mrs.	
Fleming	 also	 provided	 countless	 “hugs	 and	 kisses”	 with	 a	 
smile,	a	touch,	a	gesture	and	a	kind	word.	I	find	it	both	ironic	
and	poetic	 that	 for	many	of	us	 in	 England,	 the	 larger-than-
life	Mrs.	Fleming	was	known	for	driving	a	mini.	A	mini	 that	

many	students	and	faculty	were	convinced	was	picked	up	by	
Mrs.	Fleming	in	Staines	after	she	dropped	off	her	real	car—her	
Rolls	Royce!	Yes,	the	woman	known	for	her	mini	also	was	the	 
woman	known	for	her:

Maxi charm 
Maxi charisma
Maxi generosity
Maxi elegance
Maxi grace
Maxi energy
Maxi	vision
Maxi	supply	
			of	hugs	and	kisses
And her maxi heart

Ten	 years	 after	 saying	 good-bye	 to	 this	 remarkable	woman	
in	Thorpe,	Sharon	and	 I	were	given	the	gift	of	another	year	
with	Mrs.	 Fleming,	when	 I	 served	 as	 interim	 headmaster	 in	
Lugano	last	year.	Although	Mrs.	Fleming	was	in	her	wheelchair	
much	of	 the	 time,	her	hugs	were	as	 strong	as	ever	and	her	
kisses	were	as	plentiful	as	ever.	And	I’m	convinced	that	if	she	
could	have	gotten	her	hands	on	a	mini,	she	would	have	driven	 
Sharon	and	me	off	to	have	dinner	and	a	wee	drop	of	bourbon	
at	her	favorite	Italian	restaurant.

At the conclusion of our tribute to Mrs. Fleming on her 80th 
birthday	 in	1990,	Sharon	and	 I	wrote,	“Mrs.	Fleming	knows	
that	you	should	grab	at	each	day	and	whirl	it	around	and	leap	
through it, and at the close of the day, you wring it out for a 
few	last	drops.	Mrs.	Fleming	infects	you	with	her	leaping	and	
whirling. You come away from your contact with Mrs. Fleming 
shaking	your	head	in	amazement,	grateful	for	this	glimpse	of	a	
“larger	life.”		She	reminds	us	of	this	necessity	to	live	the	larger	
life—always,	every	single	day.”

For	me	Mrs.	Fleming’s	hugs	and	kisses	were	always	a	reminder	
that	she	was	there	to	encourage	us	and	to	support	us	in	our	
efforts	to	live	the	“larger	life”—the	“maxi	life.”

Because	 of	 Mrs.	 Fleming’s	 long,	 loving,	 and	 inspirational	
journey,	thousands	of	us	will	continue	our	efforts	to	live	the	
larger	life—every	single	day.

Lyle D. Rigg
Former Headmaster, TASIS Switzerland and England

Memorial Service, February 19, 2009 
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I	 appreciate	 deeply	 that	 TASIS	 introduced	 me	 to	 the	 art,	 
architecture,	music,	 and	 literature	 of	 our	western	 European	
heritage.	 First	 experiences	 of	 palaces,	museums,	 cathedrals,	
opera	in	Roman	amphitheaters,	alpine	summits,	Volkswagen	
buses,	Bavarian	beer	and	Rhone	wine.	The	list,	if	not	endless,	
is	much	too	 long	to	enumerate	here.	 I	have	derived	a	broader	
sense	 of	 the	 world	 and	 the	 beauty	 of	 its	 complexities	 and	 
cultural	diversity	in	trying	to	look	at	it	with	an	MCF	perspective.	

After	 the	 intensity	 of	 the	 first	 year	 of	 TASIS	 in	 1956-7	 and	 
several	 summers	 as	 a	 junior	 counselor	 in	 the	 Swiss	 Holiday	 
travel	 program	 in	 1960	 and	 1962,	 there	 was	 a	 lengthy	 
hiatus in my interaction with TASIS, and meetings with MCF 
were	limited	to	her	very	occasional	visits	to	the	San	Francisco	
area where she generally set down at my mother’s home in  
Tiburon.	 For	 years,	 my	 travels	 were	 away	 from	 Europe	 
toward	 more	 “exotic”	 destinations	 in	 the	 south	 Pacific	 and	
the mountainous areas of Asia. I assumed somewhat blithely 
that	Europe	would	still	be	there	in	my	later	years	and	that	my	 
familiarity	would	make	 it	easy	to	return.	 In	the	1980’s	 I	was	
fortunate to reconnect with Amy, my high school sweetheart, 
from	whom	I	had	been	apart	23	years.	It	was	not	until	1998	
that we made it to Montagnola, but the reconnection with 
MCF	 felt	 like	 a	 homecoming,	 and	 since	 then	 we	 are	 lucky 
to	 have	 been	 periodic	 visitors	 there	 and	 to	 Capitignano.	 
After	each	parting,	we	have	wondered	if	it	might	be	our	last.	 
Eventually,	 I	came	to	ignore	the	increasing	odds	of	mortality	
and	looked	forward	to	a	centennial	birthday	in	2010…

So here we are, feeling bereft but not alone as we share our 
bereavement	with	an	extraordinary	community	of	TASIS	family	
and	friends.	We	must	be	hopeful	too,	knowing	that	MCF	lives	
on	in	TASIS,	and	in	the	hearts	and	memories	of	us	who	knew	
her	and	loved	her	well.

     John Gage ’60 

M. Crist Fleming - An Appreciation The Spirit 
of Beauty

“A good life 
hath its number 
of days: 
but a good name
shall continue 
for	ever.”
- Ecclesiasticus 41:16

For	most	of	us,	 the	summit	of	achievement	will	be	to	 live	
a	 “good	 life,”	 even	 though	we	 all	 know	 that	 good	 lives	
will	end	someday.	But	those	rare	individuals	with	a	“good	
name” are something else – they affect the wide world 
around	 them,	 causing	 a	 ripple	 in	 the	 universe’s	 fabric,	 
influencing	the	future	and	the	lives	of	others	unborn	in	their	
own time. Such a one was Mary Crist Fleming.

A	 great	 Russian	 monk	 from	 the	 early	 19th	 century	 once	 
declared,	 “Acquire	 the	 spirit	 of	 peace,	 and	 thousands	
around	you	will	be	saved.”	I	think	we	could	adapt	that	and	
say	 that	 Mrs.	 Fleming	 acquired	 the	 spirit	 of	 beauty,	 and	
thousands around her were enlightened. As one girl whom 
I	interviewed	for	a	TASIS	brochure	said,	“TASIS	opened	my	
mind	to	the	world.”	How	many	thousands	of	people	from	
how	many	different	countries	could	echo	that	statement?

There’s	no	need	to	demonstrate	Mrs.	Fleming’s	overarching	
commitment	to	beauty	on	all	levels.	One	needs	just	to	step	
onto	a	TASIS	campus	and	spend	five	minutes	observing	the	
magnificent setting, the graceful buildings and grounds, 
the admirable manners of the students from many lands, 
and	the	atmosphere	of	openness,	friendship,	and	joy.	The	 
Bible’s	creation	story	in	Genesis	says	that	God	saw	that	his	
work	was	“good”—but	in	the	Greek	translation,	that	word	
is	 “kalon”,	 which	 means	 both	 “good”	 and	 “beautiful.”	
Mrs.	 Fleming’s	 educational	work,	 too,	united	beauty	with	
goodness.

It	was	a	privilege	to	be	inspired	by	and	to	share	Mrs.	Fleming’s	
vision	and	work.	As	we	 take	 them	 forward,	wherever	we	
are,	we	might	recall	the	words	of	another	great	Russian,	the	
writer	Dostoyevsky:	“Beauty	will	save	the	world.”

 David Jepson 
 Former TASIS England teacher 
 and administrator, January 27, 2009
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Two	 years	 ago	 I	 stepped	 out	 of	my	 Swiss	wonderland	 as	 a	
high	school	graduate,	ready	to	embark	on	my	next	adventure,	
pursuing	a	degree	in	science	at	the	University	of	Notre	Dame.	I	
said goodbye to The American School in Switzerland, blowing 
three	kisses	as	is	customary,	and	put	down	my	creative	pen	in	
favor	of	plastic	gloves	and	test	tubes.	I	was	recently	called	back	
to Switzerland for the first time since I left, for a gathering of a 
bittersweet	nature,	and	I	feel	compelled	to	once	again	pick	up	
my	pen	to	tell	one	more	story.		

This is the story of Mary Crist Fleming, the woman who made 
it	 possible	 for	me	 to	 attend	 boarding	 school	 nestled	 in	 the	
mountains	of	 Switzerland,	 and	who	affected	many	people’s	
lives	in	the	manner	in	which	she	affected	mine.	Mrs.	Fleming	
was	one	of	 those	 rare,	great	 figures	who	show	up	every	 so	 
often	in	history	and	spark	change	and	progress.		Just	as	Thomas 
Edison	invented	the	light	bulb	and	brought	light	to	the	world,	
Mrs.	Fleming	founded	schools,	igniting	the	light	of	knowledge	
in	 the	25,000	plus	 students	who	have	attended	 them.	Mrs.	
Fleming founded The American School in Switzerland in 1956, 
with three of her own children and a handful of others. In 
over	50	years	 it	has	grown	 to	550	students	with	 the	 recent	
addition of an elementary school. She also founded schools 
in	 England,	Greece,	 France,	 and	 Spain	 as	well	 as	 numerous	
summer	 programs	 throughout	 Europe.	 Yet,	 what	 is	 most	 
remarkable	about	Mrs.	Fleming	is	that	she	carried	out	all	of	her	
dreams	and	aspirations	in	style.	Mrs.	Fleming	always	made	her	
grand	appearance	 in	a	 fancy	dress	and	 red	 lipstick,	Revlon’s	
Cherries in the Snow, her signature color, and decorated 
with bracelets, earrings, and broaches. She was bold and she 
was beautiful, and in this manner she charmed us all, faculty  
members, students, and personale	alike.
  
The reason for my return to Switzerland was to attend Mrs. 
Fleming’s	 funeral	 service.	 I	 have	 never	 seen,	 nor	will	 I	 likely	
ever	see,	 such	a	beautiful	honor	and	tribute	paid	 to	a	more	
deserving	woman,	mother,	teacher,	and	friend.		A	light	snow	
fell	as	she	made	her	last	trip	down	the	winding	road	in	a	horse-
drawn	carriage,	with	family	members	and	friends	processing 
on	 foot	 behind	 her.	 Eulogies	 were	 delivered,	 regaling	 tales 
of	 picnics	 in	 the	 perfect	 spot,	 with	 glorious	 views,	 shiny	 
candelabras,	gourmet	food	and	drink,	and	always	the	perfect	
company.	Mrs.	Fleming	had	an	eye	for	beauty,	and	believed	
that	a	beautiful	setting	was	one	of	the	most	important	aspects	
of	 a	 fine	 education.	 Appropriately,	 everything	 about	 her	 
funeral	was	exquisitely	beautiful,	from	the	sea	of	salmon	and	
cream colored roses to the music that was written by Todd 

Fletcher for his musical, MCF:	What	a	life!,	first	performed	on	
the occasion of Mrs. Fleming’s ninetieth birthday.  It was again 
performed	by	TASIS	 students	during	my	 freshman	year,	and	
I	was	 a	 part	 of	 that	 cast.	 I	 still	 remember	 looking	out	 from	
the	stage	and	seeing	Mrs.	Fleming	in	the	front	row,	clapping	
enthusiastically as we sang and danced, acting out the amazing 
story of her life. How different it felt to hear those same songs 
sung	at	her	funeral,	and	yet	it	was	poignant	and	beautiful.		

As	 I	write	 this	 story,	 I	 am	on	a	plane	headed	back	 to	Notre	
Dame,	to	reality	as	 I	now	know	it.	Although	I	am	sad,	 I	find	
myself singing the songs from the musical, and I am comforted 
by	the	realization	that,	 like	those	songs,	Mrs.	Fleming	 is	not	
gone.	She	will	live	on	forever	in	the	hearts	of	the	many	students,	 
faculty members, administrators, family and friends whose 
lives	 she	 so	 powerfully	 and	 positively	 touched.	While	 she	 is	
gone	from	our	sight,	she	will	continue	to	inspire	us	to	do	great 
things,	 and	 to	 always	 appreciate	 beauty.	Mrs.	 Fleming	 was	 
La	 Nostra	 Regina,	 our	 queen,	 and	 as	 long	 as	 students	 pass	
through	the	doors	of	her	schools,	her	reign	will	have	no	end.			

     Nola Seta ’07 

La Nostra Regina

Spring	2009 - 15



A Moveable Feast

Life	 with	 Mrs.	 Fleming	 at	 TASIS	 has	 been	 	 a	 “moveable	 
feast”---	 to	 borrow	 the	 phrase	 from	 	 Ernest	 Hemingway’s	 
memoirs	about	life	in	Paris	in	the	1920’s.		Perhaps	the	reference 
to	Paris	 is	an	appropriate	place	to	begin	because	of	a	story	I	
always	enjoyed	about	when	Mrs.	Fleming	was	preparing	for	
the	 first	Thanksgiving	banquet	at	her	new	school.	 For	 some	
reason, she had determined that the only way she could locate 
an	appropriate	turkey	was	through	the	American	Embassy	in	
Paris.	

So,	she	was	off	to	Paris	to	“	liberate”	the	finest	turkey	available. 
Through	the	night	she	drove	back	to	Lugano	from	Paris	in	an	
MGTC,	or	so	the	somewhat	mythic	story	goes,	up	and	over	the	
Gottardo	with	the	turkey	in	the	passenger	seat,	she	and	the	
bird	arriving		just	in	time	for	the	Thursday	festivities.	Now,	Mrs.	
Fleming’s	ancestors	had	indeed	come	over	to	America	on	the	
Mayflower,	as	she	often	reminded	us,	and	I	presume	that	they	in	
all	likelihood	could	have	been	present	at	the	first	Thanksgiving 
in	Jamestown	giving	thanks	at	that	feast	for	having	met	their	
challenges, but Mrs. Fleming had met her own challenge in 
procuring	from	the	American	Embassy	in	Paris	an	appropriately 
large	bird	for	the	first	Thanksgiving	Day	banquet	at	her	new	
American	 school	 in	 Europe,	 which	 she	 then	 shared	 with	 
Hungarian	 refugees	 living	 next	 door	 to	 her	 school	 in	 1956,	
soon	after	the	revolution	in	their	own	country.	

Next,	 imagine	 if	 you	 can,	 the	movement	 of	 a	 fleet	 of	 blue	 
Volkswagen	buses	sufficient	in	number	to	transport	the	entire	
student	body	at	any	given	time	to	Andermatt	or	Florence	to	
participate	in	her	“moveable	feast”	on	the	ski		slopes	or	in	the	
Uffizi	Galleries.	She	herself	was	always	on	the	move	in	her	white 
Volvo	 station	 wagon	 between	 Capitignano	 in	 Tuscany	 and	
Casa	Fleming	on	the	Collina	d’Oro,	and	the	feast	accompanied	
her	in	the	form	of	food,	drink,	candelabras,	fabrics	in	shades	of	
orange,	framed	pictures,	and	wrought	iron	lanterns	and	lamp	
posts	as	she	continued	to	provide	for	beauty	and	fine	living	for	
her school community as it grew.  

Each	year	at	the	opening	faculty	banquet		Mrs.	Fleming		regaled 
the	 faculty	 with	 humorous	 stories,	 educational	 philosophy,	
and	stern	advice		to	“stretch”	our	students	to	do	more	than	
they	 ever	 thought	 possible.	At	 her	 frequent	 faculty	 dinners,	

she	charmed	us	all	as	we	sat	at	her	table	and	later	took	turns	
sitting with her on the sofa by the fireside. In either case, we 
feasted	with	 her,	 enjoying	 her	wit	 and	 flashing	 eyes	 as	 she	
told	stories	of	conquests	over	her	bankers	and	as	she	shared	 
dreams	of	new	projects	which	of	course	would	require	more	
mortgages	and	more	jousting	with	bankers.

She	 loved	 beautiful	 properties	 and	 knew	 that	 there	was	 an	
intrinsic	 connection	 between	 recognizing	 and	 appreciating 
beauty	 for	 life	 and	 being	 educated	 in	 a	 beautiful	 place.	 
Switzerland,	Italy,	England,	Greece,	Cyprus,	and	France	were	
all	countries	where	she	opened	schools.	In	these	countries	she	
feasted	with	 new	 faculties,	 new	 students,	 and	 new	parents	
each	time		as	she	expanded	her	dream	of		European	education 
for American students to the wider notion of American  
education for international students.

One	evening	in	Beirut,	she	had	had	a	very	special		dinner	with	
several	heads	of		American	schools	overseas,	and	the	result	of	
that	dinner	had	been		the	founding	of	the	European	Council	
of	International	Schools.	She	enjoyed	telling	the	story	that	ECIS	
had	been	born	in	a	bar	after	dinner	in	Beirut	with	a	favorite	
group	of	male	companions.	

Until	recently,	when	the	numbers	at	TASIS	grew	too	large	for	
Casa Fleming, Mrs. Fleming had been able to continue her  
tradition	of	having		class	dinners	for		Middle	Schoolers,	freshmen, 
sophomores,	 juniors,	 and	 seniors	 each	 year.	 After	 dinner, 
the Middle Schoolers dashed through the swinging doors of 
the	kitchen,	out	into	the	garden,	or	up	into	the	tower	as	some	
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of	us	followed	just	to	make	sure	no	one	fell	from	the	tower.	
Other	classes	enjoyed	simply	 sitting	 in	one	of	 the	 two	 living	
rooms around Mrs. Fleming and hearing the stories of her  
moveable	 feast.	 Even	 when	 headmasters	 suggested	 that	 
dinners	 begin	 early	 in	 order	 to	 send	 students	 back	 to	 the	 
dormitory	by	check-in	time,	it	was	frequently		midnight	before	
those	of	us	helping	to	entertain	gently	sent	reluctant	students	
to bed. These students often left the dinner and Mrs. Fleming’s 
kisses	with	 stars	 in	 their	 eyes.	 At	 these	 feasts	Mrs.	 Fleming	
knew	the	names	of	every	student	and	cultivated	the	love	and	
loyalty	that	is	so	evident	in	some	of	the	quotations	which	you	
will	hear	in	just	a	few	moments.	

Perhaps	 one	 dinner	 which	 best	 fits	 the	 metaphor	 of	 the	 
moveable	 feast	 is	 the	 senior	 banquet	 hosted	 the	 night	 
before	graduation.	On	this	evening,	speeches	are	largely	the	 
responsibility	of	graduating	seniors	who	on	this	night	regale	Mrs.	 
Fleming	 with	 stories	 and	 impressions	 of	 their	 times	 at	 her	
school.	Like	Mrs.	Fleming,	they	have	been	in	constant	motion	
sharing	her	moveable	feast	 ---	digesting	and	savoring	travel,	
friends,	 dormitory	 exploits,	 and	 individuals	who	 encouraged	
them	to	“stretch”	themselves	in	drama,	photography,	music, 
basketball,	soccer,	drawing,	ceramics,	languages,	and	literature. 

At	 her	 funeral	 on	 Sunday	 afternoon,	 one	 of	 her	 very	 good	
friends	reminded	us	of	how	much	Mrs.	Fleming	loved	picnics, 
but	 not	 just	 the	 ordinary	 picnic:	 her	 picnic	was	 always	 held	
at	 that	 perfect	 spot	 with	 a	 view	 for	 inspiration,	 beautiful	 
surroundings,	 good	 linen,	 fine	 food	 and	 drink,	 and	 loving,	 
loyal	 friends	 and	 family.	 As	 we	 celebrate	 her	 life	 and	 spirit	 
today,	imagine	this	picnic	or	“moveable	feast,”	and	when	you	
are	in	De	Nobili	or	Casa	Fleming,	during	in-pro	or	a	week-end	
trip,	at	your	senior	or	middle	school	banquet,	be	assured	that	
Mrs.	Fleming	is	sharing	every	moment	with	you	as	she	watches	
you	grow,	 learn,	and	 love	 your	 time	at	her	 school,	which	 is	
truly	a	magnificent	“moveable	feast.”

            Cynthia Whisenant, TASIS English teacher
            Assembly, February 3, 2009
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I first met Mrs. Fleming in August 2000, and I can remember 
so	poignantly	our	first	meeting	-	that	awkward	triple	kiss,	the	
smell	of	her	perfume,	her	awesome	silver	hairdo,	the	lipstick	
that	stuck	on	my	cheek,	a	mark	that	in	many	ways	has	never	
worn off. 

It	was	Mrs.	Fleming’s	90th	birthday,	and	the	still-new	Palestra	
was	bejeweled	with	candles	and	 flowers	and	hanging	 lights	
and	 tablecloths	 and	 fine	 silverware	 –	 just	 as	 Mrs.	 Fleming	 
liked.	There	was	a	string	quartet	in	the	corner	and	500	guests	
from	all	over	the	world	--	all	drawn	irresistibly	back	to	TASIS	to	
celebrate the woman who had taught them, mentored them, 
inspired	them,	challenged,	entertained,	and	welcomed	them	
with	her	one-of-a-kind	personality,	intellect,	and	warmth.	

As	 Mrs.	 Fleming	 liked	 to	 say,	 the	 classes	 and	 trips	 and	 
dormitories	and	 sports	and	arts	at	TASIS	are	all	designed	 to	 
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In Appreciation of Mrs. Fleming “streeeeeeeetch” you. After fifty-two years, more than twenty- 
five	 thousand	 alumni	 of	 her	 schools	 and	 summer	 programs	
had	 the	pleasure	of	 that	 stretching	as	 they	 felt	 their	worlds	
expanding.	

Mrs.	 Fleming	 was	 probably	 the	 most	 vigorous,	 radiant	 and	
truly	alive	person	I’ve	ever	encountered.	She	used	to	say,	“If	
and	when	I	die.”	As	one	of	her	protégés	said	at	her	funeral,	
“we	all	used	to	believe	her.”	

Mrs.	Fleming	was	like	a	hurricane	of	enthusiasm,	curiosity	and	
love.	At	98	she	was	still	telling	dirty	jokes	with	a	mischievous 
glint in her eye. At 68 she had the energy of a teenager,  
sweeping	 young	 teachers	 and	 students	 up	 and	 into	 the	 
whirlwind	of	her	dream	and	founding	schools	in	Greece	and	
England	and	Cyprus	and	France.	

Mrs.	 Fleming	 loved	 parties	 and	 road	 trips	 and	 picnics	 and	 
interesting	 strangers.	 She	 wore	 bright	 red	 lipstick,	 big	 gold	
earrings,	wrists	full	of	jingling	bracelets.	She	was	graceful	and	
cultured	and	diplomatic,	 but	never	 shy,	 always	opinionated,	
and endlessly fun to be around.

She	was	as	 lively,	engaging	and	generous	with	ambassadors	
and	princes	as	she	was	with	cleaning	ladies	and	maintenance 
men.	How	sweet	and	fitting	that	the	personale	at	TASIS	--	who	
labored	through	the	decades	in	the	kitchen	and	the	laundry, 
cleaning rooms and mowing lawns – chose to march in  
procession	behind	the	casket	before	Sunday’s	 funeral,	a	 last	
tribute	to	their	queen.	

Many	of	our	newer	 students	who	haven’t	actually	met	Mrs.	
Fleming	will	find	that	they	know	her.	They	know	her	through	
In-Pro,	which	grew	out	of	her	passionate	belief	that	the	most	
powerful	learning	happens	through	the	adventures	of	travel.	
They	 know	 her	 through	 ski-term,	 which	 she	 invented	 after	 
realizing	in	her	first	year	on	this	campus	that	De	Nobili	had	no	
heating	system.	So,	in	true	Mrs.	Fleming	style,	she	packed	up	
and	moved	the	whole	school	to	Andermatt	for	3	months.	They	
know	Mrs.	Fleming	through	the	piazzas	between	the	buildings	
and	the	fine	paintings	on	the	walls	of	your	classrooms.	And 
they	also	know	her	through	the	musical	MCF:	What	a	Life!	in 
which	composer	Todd	Fletcher	has	ably	captured	Mrs.	Fleming’s	
biography,	her	charisma,	and	the	power	of	her	dream.	

Mrs.	Fleming’s	greatest	power,	her	greatest	achievement,	and	
her	 greatest	 hope	 is	 right	 here	 at	 TASIS,	 in	 a	 school	 full	 of	 
future	leaders	from	all	over	the	world.

  Michael Ulku-Steiner, Headmaster 
  Assembly, February 3, 2009



Robert	Hixon	Glore,	known	to	his	many	friends	as	Hixon,	died	on	
15	December	2008	in	Chicago,	Illinois,	a	city	with	which	he	was	
associated and to which he was a benefactor throughout a long 
and generous life. He was also a good long-term friend of Mrs. 
Fleming, her family, and the TASIS organization, to which he 
was generous with his counsel, encouragement, and financial 
support.	 Educated	 at	 the	 Kent	 School	 (Connecticut)	 and	 the	
Wharton	School	of	Business	at	the	University	of	Pennsylvania,	
he	also	served	in	U.S.	Army	Intelligence	in	India	during	World	
War	 II.	 Hixon	 was	 a	 top	 executive	 in	 investment	 banking	 in	 
Chicago	for	most	of	his	adult	life	but	also	made	time	to	be	heavily 
involved	 in	 civic,	 educational,	 and	 religious	 activities.	 He	was 
particularly	generous	to	his	home	town	of	Lake	Forest,	Illinois,	
in	 the	Chicago	area,	but	also	a	major	benefactor	of	Chicago	
institutions	such	as	the	Art	 Institute	of	Chicago	and	the	Rush	
University	Medical	Center,	especially	to	its	School	of	Nursing.

Hixon	 was	 an	 original	 member	 of	 the	 Board	 of	 Trustees	 of	 
Fleming	College,	Lugano,	in	the	late	1960s,	and	remained	loyal 
to	 Mrs.	 Fleming	 through	 the	 subsequent	 turbulence	 and	 
termination	of	that	institution	in	Lugano.	Possessed	of	a	winsome 
sense	of	humor,	Hixon	was	 a	 shrewd,	 successful,	 benevolent	
business	 executive	 who	 was	 also	 a	 Christian	 gentleman	 and	
a	 loving	husband,	father,	and	grandfather;	both	his	daughter	
Maude	and	his	son	Robert	attended	the	TASIS	Post	Graduate	
Program	in	1967	and	1969	respectively	and	one	of	his	grand-
sons,	Robert	Hixon	Hux,	graduated	from	TASIS	in	1999.

As	a	graduate	of	the	Episcopal	Kent	School,	founded	in	1906	by	
the	idealistic	and	inspirational	Fr.	Frederick	Sill,	Hixon	retained	
throughout	his	own	life	a	strong	impression	of	the	importance	
of	good	character-building	in	primary	and	secondary	education,	
especially	for	the	privileged,	which	served	as	a	particular	bond	
with	Mrs.	Fleming.	Later	in	life	he	was	an	educational	benefactor 

R. Hixon Glore, 1923-2008 
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of	many	Chicago	and	Chicago-area	children,	even	serving	as	a	
volunteer	5th-grade	math	tutor	 in	North	Chicago.	He	was	an	 
active	 Christian	 layman	 in	 the	 Episcopal	 Church	 of	 the	 Holy	 
Spirit	in	Lake	Forest,	Illinois,	and	has	left	his	many	friends	and	
beneficiaries	 a	 pattern	 of	 cheerful,	 honorable,	 and	 charitable	 
activity	extended	through	a	long	and	productive	life.

    Michael D. Aeschliman
    TASIS Foundation Board

In Memoriam

Tom Fleming, M. Crist Fleming, Gai Fleming Case, and Hixon Glore
  



grandchildren	 attended	 TASIS	 summer	 programs,	 including	 
three	daughters	of	her	son	Peter,	who	ran	unsuccessfully	for	
the	U.S.	Senate	in	Colorado	in	2004.

Not	 only	 a	 very	 close	 friend	 of	 Mrs.	 Fleming,	 Mrs.	 Coors	
was	 a	major	 benefactor	 to	 the	 construction	of	 the	M.	Crist	 
Fleming	 Library	 and	 the	 John	 E.	 Palmer	 Cultural	 Center	 at	 
TASIS.	Among	the	other	people	she	admired	and	had	as	friends, 
she told The	Saturday	Evening	Post,	were	Ronald	Reagan,	former
U.N.	 Ambassador	 Jeanne	 Kirkpatrick,	 and	 the	 Evangelical	 
Sisterhood	of	Mary	in	Darmstadt,	Germany.	A	strikingly	pretty	
woman	even	in	her	old	age,	Mrs.	Coors	was	a	quintessentially	
American, outgoing, cheerful, warm, and generous woman 
who will be fondly and gratefully remembered by the Fleming-
Aeschliman family and others in the larger TASIS family.

    Michael D. Aeschliman
    TASIS Foundation Board

Holly Hanson Coors, 1920-2009

Mrs.	Holland	“Holly”	Hanson	Coors,	a	well-known	American	
philanthropist	and	political	and	religious	activist,	died	 in	Golden, 
Colorado	on	18	January	2009,	at	age	88,	ten	days	before	the	
death of her old, close friend, Mrs. M.C. Fleming. Mrs. Coors 
was	 a	 graduate	 of	 Wildcliff	 Junior	 College	 in	 Swarthmore,	
Pennsylvania,	which	was	started	and	directed	by	Mrs.	Fleming’s	
parents,	Mr.	and	Mrs.	H.	Miller	Crist.	She	also	traveled	in	Europe	
with Mrs. Fleming in the late 1930s as one of the “American 
schoolgirls” memorialized in Todd Fletcher’s song for the musical 
MCF:	What	a	Life!

Mrs.	 Coors	was	 known	 for	 her	 volunteer	 and	 philanthropic	
efforts.	From	1941	to	1988	she	was	married	to	Joseph	Coors,	
of	the	Colorado	brewing	family,	and	bore	him	five	sons.	After	
reading	Russell	Kirk’s	The	Conservative	Mind:	From	Burke	to	
Santayana	in	1953,	Mr.	Coors	became	a	conservative	political	
activist.	He	subsequently	went	on	to	help	found	the	Heritage	
Foundation,	a	conservative	research	institution,	in	Washington	
in	1973.	He	and	his	wife	became	long-time	friends	and	strong	
supporters	of	Ronald	Reagan.

Born	 in	 Bangor,	 Maine,	 the	 daughter	 of	 a	 poor	 Swedish	 
immigrant	who	did	well	as	a	paper	manufacturer,	Holland	Hanson 
grew	 up	 on	 the	 Main	 Line	 of	 Philadelphia	 and	 attended 
Wildcliff	 Junior	 College	 before	 moving	 to	 New	 York	 and	 
working	 as	 a	 model	 and	 photographer	 for	 The Saturday 
Evening	Post. She later recounted her life in an article on her 
in the Post	 (April	 1985).	 Twenty	 years	 after	 her	 marriage,
in 1961, she told the Post,	 she	 underwent	 an	 Evangelical	
deepening	of	her	religious	beliefs	which	led	her	to	commit	her-
self	 to	volunteer	and	philanthropic	endeavors	 too	numerous	
to	 list,	 but	 which	 included	 the	 STEP	 Foundation	 (Strategies	
to	 Elevate	 People),	 a	Christian	group	designed	 to	help	poor	 
people	 in	 the	 inner	 cities,	 and	Women	 of	 Our	 Hemisphere	
Achieving	 Together,	which	 helps	 Central	 American	women.	
She	also	continued	to	be	active	in	the	Heritage	Foundation	and	
the	Federalist	Society	and	served	on	the	Board	of	Governors	of	
the	U.S.	Air	Force	Academy	in	Colorado.

In	 addition	 to	 her	 five	 sons	 and	 daughters-in-law,	 Mrs.	 
Coors had 28 grandchildren and 24 great-grandchildren. Two 
of	 her	 sons,	 Joseph	 Coors	 and	 Jeffrey	 Coors,	 attended	 the	 
TASIS	Swiss	Holiday	program	 in	 the	early	1960s.	Five	of	her	
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Long-time	 TASIS	 summer-program	 language	 teacher	 
Albain	Ganichot	died	on	21	January	2009	in	Avignon,	France,	
his home-town, after a long illness. He was 84 years old. M.  
Ganichot	had	intermittently	taught	in	TASIS	summer	programs	
since	the	early	1960s	but	had	also	run	home-stays	in	Avignon	
and	 the	 surrounding	 area	of	 Provence,	 southern	 France,	 for	
TASIS students learning French, from the late 1950s onward. 
He	 was	 a	 close	 personal	 friend	 of	 Mrs.	 Fleming,	 Lynn	 and	 
Michael	Aeschliman	and	their	children,	and	John	Gage	(TASIS	
’60)	and	his	wife	Amy.	In	recent	years	he	had	taught	French	
during	the	summer	in	Le	Château	des	Enfants.

Albain	 Ganichot	 was	 born	 in	 Orange,	 Vaucluse,	 north	 of	 
Avignon,	in	1925.	While	his	parents	were	working	in	Algeria	
from	1942	to	1962	he	was	largely	raised	by	his	grandparents.	
He		was	a	boarding	student	at	the	Jesuit	College	St.	Joseph	in	
Avignon,	where	he	took	two	baccalaureates,	one	in	philosophy 
and	the	other	in	math.	In	1945	he	joined	the	French	Army	to	
study	aviation	and	spent	several	months	in	the	USA	in	Alabama	as	
a	student	pilot.	Albain	returned	to	his	hometown	of	Avignon,	
which	he	loved	and	enjoyed	introducing	to	people.	For	a	few	
years	after	the	War	he	worked	in	a	downtown	hotel	but	soon	
went	into	teaching,	spending	most	of	his	career	as	a	teacher	
of	German	and	English	at	the	College	de	la	Salle,	run	by	the	
Dominican	order.	Although	he	retired	from	full-time	teaching	
there in 1985, he continued to teach and tutor in languages 
in	 Avignon	 for	 many	 years	 and	 to	 work	 in	 TASIS	 summer	 
programs.	He	spoke	Spanish	as	well	as	English,	German,	and	
his	native	French.

The	present	writer	and	his	family	were	privileged	and	blessed	to	
know	M.	Ganichot	for	many	years	and	to	spend	a	considerable 
amount	of	time	with	him	over	the	last	fifteen	years	of	his	life.	
It	is	difficult	adequately	to	state	in	a	brief	notice	such	as	this	
the	sweetness	and	loving-kindness	that	this	man	extended	to	
those	committed	 to	his	care	as	 students	or	guests	or	 simply	
casually	 interacting	 with	 him.	 Unfailingly	 courteous,	 good-
humored,	generous,	and	gracious,	Albain	was	a	celibate,	very	
devout,	 though	unostentatious	Catholic.	He	 rather	 hid	 than	
displayed	his	good	works	and	often	made	the	pilgrimage	to	
Lourdes.	 Living	 simply	 in	 an	 apartment	 in	 the	 heart	 of	 his	 
beloved	Avignon,	he	was	unfailingly	helpful	in	volunteering	and	
in	welcoming	people	and	guiding	them	around	the	city	and	

its	beautiful	region	of	Provence.	He	lived	an	externally	simple, 
modest	 life	 characterized	 by	 joyous	 gratitude,	 good	 humor,	
cultured intelligence, and an inner glow of warmth and  
appreciation	 for	 the	 goods	 of	 life,	 friendship	 high	 among	
them, that will not soon be forgotten by his friends. He was 
a	man	without	a	mask	and	he	leaves	behind	an	image	of	the	
well-lived	 life	 summed	 up	 in	 George	 Peele’s	 lines:	 “Beauty,	
strength,	youth,	are	flowers	but	fading	seen;/	Duty,	faith,	love,	
are	roots,	and	ever	green.”

    Michael D. Aeschliman
    TASIS Foundation Board

Albain Ganichot, 1925-2009
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Gerhard	started	as	a	counselor	at	Swiss	Holiday,	then	Assistant	
Director	of	Project	Europe	in	the	1960s.	He	met	Lynn	Fleming	
on	the	Austrian	ski	slopes,	fell	in	love,	and	that	is	how	he	came	
to TASIS. He owned and ran a charming guesthouse in St. 
Anton,	as	well	as	an	antiques	shop;	he	was	also	a	 top	skier	
who	didn’t	quite	make	the	Olympic	team.	Gerhard	was	never	
without	his	violin	(and	crucifix)	no	matter	where	in	the	world	
he	was.	He	drove	the	famous	’TASIS	Spaghetti	Bus’	across	the	
USA	stopping	 in	countless	places	and	holding	mini	 reunions	
–	cooking	spaghetti	in	the	back	of	the	blue	VW	bus	for	each	
stop.	Once	during	a	blizzard	 in	Chicago	he	was	out	 visiting	
schools on behalf of TASIS for the day when the blizzard hit 
and	although	he	could	drive	in	any	snow	conditions	himself,	
Chicagoans	could	not	and	he	was	stopped	on	the	highway	by	
all	 the	stalled	cars.	He	went	from	car	to	car	rescuing	people	
and	led	a	large	group	to	safety	in	a	church	across	some	fields,	
where	there	was	one	telephone	and	they	could	all	call	to	say	
they	were	safe.	The	only	thing	he	took	with	him	was	his	violin,	
so	besides	the	phone	the	stranded	folks	had	classical	music.	

He	 had	 impeccable	 old	German	manners	 and	 always	 kissed	
a	 lady’s	hand	when	he	met	her.	Gerhard	was	extraordinarily	
social,	 gregarious,	 kind,	 empathetic,	 generous,	 meticulously	
groomed	and	always	elegant.	He	had	an	uncanny	sensitivity	
to	the	feelings	of	others.	His	English	was	flawless	despite	the	
slight	accent.	He	was	one	of	a	kind	and	left	a	deep	impression	
on	those	of	us	who	knew	him	well.	He	was	a	true	gentleman,	
a	devout	Catholic,	and	a	loyal	supporter	of	TASIS.

Gerhard	once	shared	this	anecdote:	“The	craziest	task	I	ever	
did	 for	 Mrs.	 Fleming	 was	 the	 Spaghetti-Alumni-Tour	 with	
Brian	Kusel	and	a	Maltese	chef	in	a	caravan	decorated	by	Betsy	
into	a	Ticinese	grotto	restaurant,	pulled	or	rather	dragged	by	
an	underpowered	VW	bus.	We	were	barely	able	to	shift	into	
fourth	gear,	with	headwind	into	second.	I	found	a	napkin	with	
the	geographic	schedule.	 I	chickened	out	 in	New	Orleans	to	
stay	sane.	Maybe	you	remember?	 I	certainly	do,	every	detail	
of it.”  
    Betsy Bacon Newell
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The	 M.	 Crist	 Fleming	 Endowment	 for	 International	 Under-
standing	and	Leadership	was	established	 in	2008	 through	a	
$500,000	 bequest	 from	 TASIS	 alumnus	 John	 E.	 Palmer	 ’64.	
This seed money was added to shortly thereafter by a generous 
gift	 of	 CHF100,000	 from	 the	Grindfors	 family,	which	 funds	
the	 TASIS	 Senior	 Humanities	 Program	 under	 the	 auspices	
of the Endowment. The Endowment is growing as these 
initial gifts are augmented by donations from other TASIS 
alumni,	parents,	 and	 friends	who	wish	 to	honor	 the	 life	and	 
accomplishments	of	TASIS	Founder	M.	Crist	Fleming.
 
The	Endowment	supports	student	involvement	in	international	
service	projects	(pertaining,	for	example,	to	refugees,	immigration,	
homelessness,	health,	and	environmental	sustainability),	funds 
the	TASIS	Senior	Humanities	Program,	and	aims	to	cross	linguistic,	
ethnic, and national borders among our students through  
theater	 and	 music,	 a	 tactic	 for	 which	 we	 already	 have	 an	 
admirable	 tradition	 and	 reputation.	 The	 Endowment	 also	
provides	resources	to	invite	distinguished	guest	speakers	and	

The M. Crist Fleming 
Endowment 
for International 
Understanding 
and Leadership

A Memorial to Our Founder

attract and retain world-class faculty – the soul of the TASIS 
experience.	It	will	be	used	to	fund	student	scholarships,	as	well	
as	for	the	professional	development	of	our	teachers.		

The	 Endowment	 does	 not	 finance	 capital	 projects.	 It	 is	 
managed	 by	 the	 TASIS	 Foundation,	 a	 Swiss,	 non-profit,	 
educational	 foundation.	 Donations	 to	 the	 TASIS	 Foundation	
for the Endowment Fund are tax-deductible in Switzerland or 
in	the	United	States,	depending	on	the	residency	of	the	donor.

Gifts	 to	 the	 M.	 Crist	 Fleming	 Endowment	 for	 International	 
Understanding	 and	 Leadership	 honor	 our	 Founder	 and	 will	
help	continue	to	bring	her	dream	to	life	for	current	and	future	
generations of TASIS students. 

If you are interested in making a donation to the  
Endowment in Mrs. Fleming’s honor, please contact  
the TASIS Development Office at alumni@tasis.ch or call 
+41 91 960 5300.
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Looking Forward
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Dear	Alumni,

Warmest	 greetings	 to	 our	 alumni	 around	 the	 globe	 from	 your 
TASIS	 family	 in	 Switzerland,	 particularly	 from	 our	 long-term	 
faculty	and	staff---tanti	auguri	dal	bel	Ticino!

It	is	always	wonderful	to	see	so	many	alumni,	from	five	decades, 
our	extended	TASIS	family,	at	our	annual	fall	New	York	Reunion, 
especially	 the	 PG	 66ers	 who	 gave	 such	 a	 good	 showing.	 My	
long-term TASIS colleagues and I are always delighted to hear 
about	 life-long	 friendships	 and	 contacts	 forged	 at	 TASIS,	 
memorable	 shared	 experiences,	 subsequent	 accomplishments,	
and	even	TASIS	marriages.	

As	 you	 see,	 TASIS	 reunions	 are	 ongoing,	 festive	 get-togethers,	
including	 the	 rigorous	 and	 enjoyable	 Aspen	 reunion	 and	 the	 
Istanbul reunion generously hosted by TASIS Alumnus Ferit 
Sahenk	’83.

I	am	happy	to	report	on	the	State	of	the	School.	We	are	stronger 
than	 ever,	 with	 growing	 enrollments,	 high	 student	 retention,	
stronger	 student	 applicants	 and	 academics,	 and	 a	 very	 fine	 
faculty.	It	is	a	high-priority	commitment	of	the	Board	of	Directors	
to	recruit	and	retain	top	teachers.	TASIS	veteran	and	 last	year’s	
Interim	Headmaster	 Lyle	 Rigg	 did	 an	 excellent	 job	 in	 hiring	 for	
this	 year,	 and	we	 have	 a	wonderful	 new	Headmaster,	 who	 is,	
however,	no	stranger	to	TASIS.	Former	Dean	of	Students	Michael	
Ulku-Steiner	returned	to	TASIS	last	summer	with	his	family,	and	
he	is	the	ideal	Headmaster	at	this	crucial	juncture	in	the	history	of	
the	School.	Building	on	the	past	53	years,	we	are	now	success-
fully	heading	into	our	next	half-century.	As	many	of	you	know,	
Mrs.	Fleming	and	my	family	have	given	the	schools	and	campuses 
in	Switzerland	and	England,	valued	at	100	million	Swiss	francs,	to 
the	non-profit	Swiss	TASIS	Foundation.	The	self-renewing	Foundation	
Board	 and	 the	Board	of	Directors	 at	 each	 school	 are	 entrusted	
with	 the	 task	 of	 perpetuating	 the	 schools	 and	maintaining	 the	
high	standards	of	excellence	 in	academics	and	values.	As	 inter- 
national	economic	developments	clearly	indicate,	this	is	a	constant 
challenge	in	an	ever-changing	world	in	which	institutions	as	well	as	
individuals,	companies,	and	even	nation	states	are	very	vulnerable. 

While	we,	like	everyone	who	is	prudent,	are	taking	seriously	risk	
management, we are also continuing our ambitious building 
campaign.	The	addition	of	a	very	successful	and	rapidly-growing	
elementary	school	on	our	main	campus,	as	well	as	growth	in	the	
middle	 and	high	 schools,	mean	 that	we	need	 to	keep	building	
to	meet	programmatic	needs.	Deceased	alumnus	John	Palmer’s	
extraordinary	2.5	million-dollar	legacy	gift	has	provided	the	main	
funding	for	our	new	John	E.	Palmer	Cultural	Center.	This	important 
multi-use	 building,	 which	 will	 be	 heavily	 scheduled	 for	 plays,	 
musicals, concerts, lectures, films, dances, exhibits, meetings, and 
receptions,	has	also	been	generously	funded	by	other	alumni,	as	
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you	see	in	the	list	of	Theater	Benefactors.	Under	veteran	Theater 
Director	 Kay	Hamblin,	 our	 students	will	 perform	 Shakespeare’s 
The	 Tempest	 in	 the	 beautiful	 new	 performance	 space	 at	 next	
November’s	Family	Weekend.	

On	the	steep	hill	above	the	Palestra,	after	carefully	digging	away	
at the mountain and inserting 9-meter long nails and cement to 
hold	the	hill	up,	construction	has	finally	started	for	the	very	large 
La	 Lanterna	 building	 and	 La	 Fiammetta,	 the	 smaller	 building	 
below,	which	will	house	student	dorms	with	gorgeous	views,	class- 
rooms,	and	faculty	apartments,	to	be	ready	for	occupancy	by	fall	
2010.	Our	plans	are	to	continue	building,	through	creative	financing 
with	development	fees,	loans,	and	donations,	to	house	and	educate 
our	 planned	 growth	 to	 740	 students	 in	 our	 elementary	 (240	
day	 students)	 and	middle	 and	 high	 schools	 (175	 day	 and	 325	 
boarding).	We	are	launching	the	M.	Crist	Fleming	Global	Village	
Capital	Campaign	to	assist	in	campus	expansion,	including	a	new	
science	building	with	six	laboratories.	This	optimistic	building	plan	
is	designed	to	meet	the	current	and	future	programmatic	needs	
of our growing school. If the world’s financial crisis affects our  
enrollments, we are flexible and will slow down building and  
consolidate,	letting	go	some	of	the	many	rental	properties	off	campus.

But	as	our	alumni	well	know,	it’s	not	only	the	buildings	and	the	
uniquely	beautiful	location,	but	also	the	people	who	make	TASIS	
the	fine	school	that	it	is.	We	are	in	the	noble	business	of	educating 
the	 young	 from	 around	 the	 world,	 the	 rewarding	 work	 of	 
transforming	the	lives	of	our	students	by	building	in	each	of	them	an	
adaptable	intellect,	virtuous	character,	piety	or	respectfulness,	and	
commitment	to	serving	others.	As	the	eminent	Boston	University 
educational-policy	 specialist,	 friend	 of	 the	 School,	 and	 alumni	 
parent	 Charles	 Glenn	 put	 it	 in	 an	 address	 to	 our	 faculty	 this	 
winter,	 “Cris	 Fleming	had	a	 vision	of	 education	as	harmonious	
human	development,	what	Aristotle	 called	human	 flourishing.”	
It	 is	a	vision	shared	by	most	of	us	who	work	in	the	Schools	she	
founded, and we try to induct newcomers into this ethos.

Coming	 out	 this	 spring	 is	 a	 volume	 on	 the	 history	 of	 TASIS	 
Switzerland	1956-2006	and	TASIS	England	1976-2006,	entitled 
In	Pursuit	of	Excellence,	which	honors	the	many	individuals	who	
have	 made	 TASIS	 what	 it	 is	 today---teachers,	 administrators,	 
students,	 and	 staff.	 We	 want	 to	 draw	 attention	 to	 the	 many	 
dedicated,	 indispensable	 people	 beyond	 the	 founding	 family	
that	have	made	this	fine	school.		You	can	be	proud	of	your	alma	 
mater.	We	 count	 on	 your	 continued	 loyalty	 and	 thank	 you	 for	
your	 past,	 present,	 and	 future	 support	 in	maintaining	 a	 strong	
TASIS.	May	God	bless	you	all	wherever	life’s	journeys	take	you.

Sincerely,

    
    Lynn Fleming Aeschliman



Stefano Borghi holds	a	M.Sc.	in	Economics	from	the	London	
School	of	Economics	and	a	M.Sc.	 in	Business	Administration	
from	Bocconi	University	(Milan).	He	started	his	career	in	BP	in	
London	in	1987.	His	last	position	in	the	BP	Group	was	CEO	of	
a	petrochemical	unit	in	Spain,	which	he	restored	to	profitability 
and	sold.	He	worked	in	telecommunications	from	1994,	at	first	
in	Cable	and	Wireless	 in	London	and	then	developing	Nokia	
in	 Italy	as	 its	CEO.	He	 is	managing	director	of	Convergenza,	
which	 he	 co-founded	 in	 1999,	 a	 company	 that	 successfully	 
invested	over	€200	million	in	private	equity.	He	is	a	director	of	
a	UK	listed	oil	company	and	he	is	Chairman	of	Swiss	Income 
Partners,	which	he	started	 in	2009.	With	his	wife	Carol	and	
his	 children	Matthew	and	Christopher,	 he	 founded	a	 family	
charity	 that	 has	 sponsored	 educational	 projects	 for	 young	 
people	in	Mexico,	Congo,	and	Cameroon.	His	current	interests	
are	raising	his	boys,	together	with	Carol	and	the	help	of	TASIS,	
establishing	his	Swiss	partnership,	and	developing	his	charity	
further.

Riccardo Braglia	 attended	 Bocconi	 University	 in	 Milan,	
where	he	 took	a	Master’s	 in	Business	Administration	with	a	 
specialization	in	the	economics	of	industrial	corporations.	Mr.	
Braglia	 has	 international	 working	 experiences	 in	 the	 USA,	
UK,	and	Portugal,	and	now	 is	an	entrepreneur	and	member	
of	the	Board	and	CEO	of	the	chemical	pharmaceutical	group	 
HELSINN,	 based	 in	 Lugano,	 Dublin,	 and	 New	 Jersey.	 Mr.	 
Braglia’s	two	sons,	Gabriele	and	Giacomo,	attend	TASIS.	He	is	a	
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member	of	the	Presidential	Committee	of	the	Ticino	Chamber 
of	Commerce.	He	also	has	taught	management	courses	at	IMB 
Lausanne	and	 in	 Italy	at	Bocconi	and	Cà	Foscari	Universities.	
Riccardo	 and	 his	 wife	 Giuseppina	 are	 involved	 in	 different	 
charity	institutions	and	programs	in	Europe	and	in	Africa.

Jennifer Bullard Broggini	 is	 a	 Member	 of	 the	 Board	 of	
Directors	and	Chairman	of	 the	Audit	Committee	of	Techno-
Serve,	a	non-profit	organization	with	annual	revenues	of	over	
$40	million	and	500	employees,	which	helps	entrepreneurial	
men	 and	women	 in	 poor	 areas	 of	 the	 developing	world	 to	 
build	businesses.	She	is	also	a	Member	of	the	Board	of	Directors	
of	Kieger	AG,	an	institutional	investment	consulting	company.	
She	 was	 previously	 Member	 of	 the	 Board	 of	 Directors	 and	
Chairman	of	the	Audit	Committee	of	Banque	Fiduciary	Trust,	
Geneva,	and	prior	to	that	held	a	number	of	positions	during	
15	years	with	Chase	Manhattan	Bank	(formerly	Manufacturers	
Hanover	Trust),	including	Vice	President	of	Corporate	Banking,	
Head	of	Swiss	Mergers	and	Acquisitions,	and	Vice	President	
of	Private	Banking.		She	is	a	Director	of	the	Ticino	Chapter	of	
the Swiss-American Chamber of Commerce and an elected 
member of the local town council. She graduated from St.  
Lawrence	University	and	spent	a	year	abroad	at	the	University	
of	Rouen,	France.	Jennifer	is	fluent	in	English,	Italian,	French,	
and	German.	She	is	married	to	Andrea	Broggini	and	they	have	
two daughters, Francesca and Isabella, who currently attend 
TASIS. 

Riccardo Braglia, Chairman Lynn Aeschliman, Jennifer Broggini, 
and Stefano Borghi
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We	are	very	grateful	to	Board	Directors	Prof.	Giovanni	Barone-
Adesi	and	Dr.	Alex	Korach	who	kindly	dedicated	themselves	to	
serving	on	the	inaugural	Board	of	Directors	from	2005	to	last	
year,	when	 they	 rotated	 off	 the	 Board.	 Fernando	Gonzalez, 
Berkley	 Latimer,	 Gianni	 Patuzzo,	 John	 Pritzlaff	 ’72,	 Curtis	
Webster	 ’75,	 and	Alexandra	Heumann-Wicki	 ’80	 remain	 on	
the	Board,	and	we	are	grateful	for	their	service	and	dedication.	

New Members Join the 
TASIS Board of Directors

We	are	very	pleased	to	announce	the	appointment	of	three	new	
members	of	the	TASIS	Board	of	Directors,	who	live	in	Lugano	
and	have	children	at	TASIS.	All	three	bring	a	variety	of	expertise	 
and	commitment	to	the	Board;	all	 three	are	heavily	 involved	
with	charity	projects	in	Africa.		



Dr.	Charles	Glenn	holds	doctorates	from	Harvard	and	Boston	
Universities,	 is	 the	 author	 of	 several	 books	 on	 educational	 
history	and	policy,	and	has	served	as	Deputy	Commissioner	of	
Education	in	Massachusetts	and	Dean	of	the	Boston	University	
School	of	Education,	as	well	as	an	educational	advisor	to	the	 
European	Union	and	several	European	governments.	Three	of	
his	seven	children	have	attended	or	worked	at	TASIS	and	he	has	
delivered	Commencement	Addresses	 at	 both	 TASIS	 schools. 
 

I	am	just	reading	a	new	book	called	Sweating the Small Stuff, 
about	half	a	dozen	American	urban	 schools	 that	 serve	poor	
minority	 pupils	 remarkably	 well.	 Their	 approaches	 are	 very	
different;	what	 they	have	 in	 common	 is	 that	 they	pay	 close		 
attention to the ’small stuff’, to the countless details of school 
life	that	make	up	the	powerful	hidden	curriculum	of	focused 
effort	 and	 mutually-respectful	 behavior	 that,	 in	 each	 very	 
different	case,	translates	the	mission	of	the	school	into	practice. 
Each	 rejects	 the	 idea	 that	 educators	 should	 focus	 on	 the	
’important’	 things	and	that	 the	rest	will	 fall	 into	place.	Each	
school	 insists	 that	 everything	 that	 its	 students	 experience	 is	
important,	 that	 no	 neglect	 or	 carelessness	must	 be	 allowed	
to	undermine	 the	 coherence	of	how	 the	 school	 lives	out	 its	
expectations.

Cris	 Fleming	 based	 her	 life’s	 work	 on	 a	 certain	 concept	 of	 
beauty	that	informed	her	whole	project	of	education:	not	the	
Romantic	beauty	of	Alpine	precipices	but	the	Classical	beauty	
of	 balance	 and	 harmony.	 You	 know	 that	 very	well	 because	
you	see	it	all	around	you	here	in	this	beautiful	place.	But	it	was	
not a beauty only of buildings and furnishings that she sought 
but	an	ideal	of	what	it	was	for	young	people	to	flourish	and	
become	all	they	were	capable	of	being	–	more	indeed	in	some	
cases	than	they	or	their	parents	imagined.

Plato,	 in	what	Rousseau	and	others	have	called	 the	greatest	
book	ever	written	about	 education,	 said	 that	 it	 should	 start	
with	music,	to	develop	harmony	in	the	soul	and	in	the	body	as	
well, a harmony that would be the end and goal as well as the 
starting	point	of	an	education	worthy	of	the	name.

In	that	tradition,	the	core	ethos	–	the	paideia	–	that	 informs	

TASIS	 is	 the	 cultivation	 of	 a	 harmonious	 balance	 of	 mind	
and	 body	 and	 soul.	 Because	 of	 that	 concern	 for	 balanced	 
development	
   ’....where
	 The	body	is	not	bruised	to	pleasure	soul,
	 Nor	beauty	born	out	of	its	own	despair,
	 Nor	blear-eyed	wisdom	out	of	midnight	oil’
               (Yeats,	“Among	School	Children”)

TASIS	 cultivates	 a	 climate	 of	 respect	 for	 its	 students,	 and	 
expects	in	turn	respect	from	them	for	the	school,	its	teachers,	
and	each	other.	 (Such	respect,	 it	 should	be	stressed,	 is	not	
the	same	thing	as	acceptance	of	all	the	twists	and	turns	of	
adolescence;	indeed,	that	would	not	be	respectful	of	youth	
or	of	the	adults	that	they	are	seeking	to	become.)

That, then, as I understand it, is the tradition and the core 
mission	of	TASIS.	It	is	important	to	stress,	however,	that	it	is	
not	the	only	basis	for	a	school,	or	for	a	good	school.	Good	
schools,	 even	 great	 schools,	 are	 built	 around	 quite	 varied	
missions and understandings of human flourishing, though 
I	would	contend	that	they	have	in	common	that	all	of	them	
’sweat the small stuff’. That is, all great schools not only 
have	a	clearly-expressed	ethos	or	mission,	but	 take	care	 to	 
translate	it	into	all	aspects	of	the	distinctive	character	and	life	
of the school.

One	of	the	great	advantages	of	private	schools	(and	of	charter 
schools	 in	 the	 US	 and	 in	 Alberta)	 is	 that	 they	 are	 free	 to	 
develop	fully	a	particular	way	of	education,	at	least	–	and	this	
is	a	significant	condition	–	 if	they	can	persuade	a	sufficient	
number	 of	 parents	 to	 entrust	 their	 children	 to	 that	 vision.		
They	can	set	out	to	satisfy	some	parents	and	their	children	
very	much	while	making	no	apologies	for	not	being	at	all	the	
cup	of	tea	of	some	other	parents	and	children.	They	are	not	
forced to shoot for the lowest common denominator, what I 
call	’defensive	teaching’.

In order to maintain the integrity of such a school – and 
for	the	sake	of	common	honesty	–	there	is	an	obligation	to	 
present	very	clearly	 to	prospective	parents	what	 the	school	
stands	for,	not	just	in	the	form	of	a	general	mission	statement 
but in terms also of how the school functions in its daily 
life,	and	what	 it	seeks	to	accomplish	in	the	minds	and	also	
in	the	lives	of	its	students.	Some	schools	have	drifted	away	
from	that	clarity	of	mission	in	a	panic	about	recruitment	or	a	 
desire	to	please	a	wealthy	donor.	Such	self-betrayal	is	fatal	in	
the long run. For the same reason, there is an obligation to 
present	just	as	explicitly	to	students	what	the	school	stands	
for	–	and	will	not	stand	for.		Procedural	fairness	 in	student	
discipline	is	essential,	but	there	is	no	appeal	against	what	is	
essential to the core mission of the school.

Remarks of Dr. Charles Glenn 
to TASIS Faculty, 
Lugano, March 2009
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Again for the same reason of maintaining the integrity of the 
school,	there	is	an	obligation	to	be	very	clear	with	prospective	
teachers	about	these	matters	–	and	a	reciprocal	obligation	on	
the	part	of	teachers	not	to	accept	a	position	in	a	school	whose 
distinctive	character	they	cannot	endorse	whole-heartedly.		In	
a	 large	 public	 school	 system,	 teachers	 are	 bounced	 around	
from school to school on the basis of seniority and other  
factors;	in	the	world	of	private	schools,	no	one	is	obligated	to	
work	at	a	particular	 school	and	no	one	 should	work	at	one	
half-heartedly. This is, by the way, one of the main reasons 
why	private	school	teachers,	though	on	average	paid	less	than	
those	in	public	schools,	report	significantly	higher	job	satisfaction. 
They	 are	 much	 more	 likely	 than	 public	 school	 teachers	 to	 
report	that	they	share	with	the	other	teachers	in	the	school	the	
same	beliefs	about	education,	which	makes	a	big	difference	in	
their sense of efficacy.

European	 and	 American	 law	 recognize	 that	 the	 right	 of	 
teachers to Lehrfreiheit, the freedom to teach based on one’s 
convictions,	does	not	 include	the	freedom	to	undermine	the	
mission of the school in which one teaches. This is why, for 
example,	teachers	in	a	French	state	school	must	not	promote	
religion,	while	 teachers	 in	 a	publicly-funded	 French	Catholic 
school	 must	 not	 criticize	 Catholic	 beliefs.	 The	 courts	 have	 
referred	 to	 this	 as	 the	 ’duty	 of	 loyalty’.	 The	 Spanish	 
Constitutional	Court	 has	 pointed	 out	 that	 teaching	 is	 not	 a	 

solitary	act,	and	that	a	teacher	who	chooses	to	work	in	a	school 
because	 of	 its	 particular	 character	 would	 be	 injured	 in	 the	 
exercise of her freedom to teach if another teacher is under-
mining	 that	 character.	 It	 does	 not	 violate	 the	 freedom	of	 a	
teacher	in	a	Montessori	school	to	be	expected	to	follow	that	
pedagogy	rather	than	the	Steiner	pedagogy,	and	vice	versa.

This does not mean, I hasten to say, that teachers should not 
criticize the decisions of administrators or boards, but they 
should do it as necessary on the basis of the mission of the 
school,	 not	 attacking	 that	 mission.	 This	 issue	 arose	 in	 The	
Netherlands,	 when	 the	 legally-prescribed	 advisory	 councils	
of	parents	and	teachers	in	some	cases	sought	to	change	the	 
fundamental character of schools. The Onderwijsraad ruled
that	 the	 membership	 of	 such	 groups,	 by	 their	 very	 nature, 
come	 and	 go,	 and	 cannot	 usurp	 the	 role	 of	 the	 board	 
responsible	with	maintaining	the	school’s	character	over	time.

Plato	wrote	that	division	and	strife	was	the	greatest	evil.	We	
are	accustomed	and	grateful	to	live	in	’open	societies’	where	
fundamental disagreements are accommodated and allowed 
institutional	expression,	not	 least	 in	schools.	The	dilemma	of	
public	 schools	 in	 the	United	States	has	derived	 in	 large	part	
from	 their	 effort	 to	 accommodate	 every	 possible	 viewpoint,	
even	on	matters	of	the	deepest	significance,	an	effort	which	
has	 too	often	 resulted	 in	a	curriculum	purged	of	much	 that	
makes	education	exciting.	Private	schools	have	the	enormous 
advantage	 that,	 while	 welcoming	 honest	 differences	 of	 
opinion,	they	can	avoid	differences	that	’go	all	the	way	down’.	
They	can	do	so	because	they	are	freely-chosen	by	parents	and	
by teachers.

What	you	have	at	TASIS	is	precious:		not	just	a	lovely	location	
and	architecture,	but	a	tradition	of	deep	respect	for	harmonious	
beauty,	and	an	approach	to	education	reflecting	that	respect.	
I	hope	you	know	how	unusual	this	 is	among	elite	secondary 
schools.	 I	 know	 from	 experience	 as	 a	 parent	 how	 often	 
teachers	believe	that	 their	 role	 is	 to	encourage	youth	–	as	 if	
they needed such encouragement – to challenge what many 
generations	 have	 considered	 the	 Good,	 the	 True,	 and	 the	 
Beautiful.	 How	 often	 teachers	 express	 a	 personal	 cynicism	
and communicate that, half-deliberately, to their students, 
sometimes	in	a	pathetic	effort	to	be	accepted	as	’one	of	the	
guys’.	How	few	of	my	own	teachers	–	mostly	in	high-ranked	 
Episcopal	church	schools	–		expressed	to	us	any	personal	ideals	
or	convictions	of	a	sort	that	would	have	caused	me	to	consider	
that	having	such	ideals	and	convictions,	rather	than	a	relic	of	
babyhood	to	be	left	behind,	was	a	part	of	being	a	fully-realized	
adult!	 I	 had	 to	 find	 such	 adult	models	 elsewhere,	 and	 that	
is	why	I	have	tried	to	do	better	by	the	education	of	my	own	 
children, including sending one of them to TASIS. Surely it is 
no accident that, of all my children, she is the one who is now 
an	inspiring	high	school	teacher!
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Around Campus
The TASIS Global Village

The	 TASIS	 Global	 Village	 is	 an	 ensemble	 of	 beautiful	 and	 
functional	new	buildings.	Anyone	who	has	visited	TASIS	knows 
that	 the	 location	 and	 campus	 are	 spectacular.	 Thousands 
of	 alumni	 cherish	 memories	 of	 living	 on	 the	 Collina	 d’Oro	
–	 the	 “Hill	 of	 Gold”	 –	 and	 come	 back	 year	 after	 year	 to	 
relive	 those	 memories.	 When	 they	 return	 they	 witness	 
firsthand	the	marvelous	improvements	to	the		campus.

In	1996	the	TASIS	Foundation	Board	approved	a	comprehensive 
campus	master	plan	addressing	the	 long-term	needs	 for	 the	
development	 of	 the	 campus.	 At	 the	 heart	 of	 the	 plan:	 the	
Founder’s	 vision	 of	 surrounding	 students	 with	 beauty.	 In	 
collaboration	 with	 TASIS	 Board	 Chairman	 Lynn	 Fleming	 
Aeschliman	’63,	Master	Architect	David	Mayernik	has	developed 
the	TASIS	Global	Village	Master	Plan.	Mayernik	aimed	to	create	
an	 Italianate	hill	village---an	urban	cluster	of	buildings,	piazzas,	
fountains,	and	stairways	surrounded	by	colorful	villas	and	open	
space.	 This	 approach	 maximizes	 the	 School’s	 development	 

potential,	 increases	 the	 amount	 of	 usable	 green	 space,	 and	
fosters	a	sense	of	humane	community.	As	such	it	makes	TASIS	
a	unique	and	important	example	of	sustainable	development	
locally, nationally, and internationally. 

The	first	three	phases	of	the	Global	Village	Master	Plan	have	
been	 completed:	 the	 handsome	 multi-use	 gymnasium,	 the	 
Palestra	 (1999),	 the	 stunning	 M.	 Crist	 Fleming	 Library	 and	
Piazza	 (2004),	and	the	Aurora	classroom	building	 (2006),	all	
beautifully	enriching	the	campus	and	providing	much-needed	
facilities	 for	 our	 community.	 Ground-breaking	 for	 the	 new	
John	E.	Palmer	Cultural	Center	took	place	in	May	2008.	When	
completed	in	the	fall	of	2009	the	new	Cultural	Center	will	be	
one	of	 the	most	widely-used	and	vital	buildings	on	campus.	
TASIS	students	now	enjoy	the	advantages	of	a	new	gymnasium,	
attractive	 class	 and	 dorm	 rooms,	 and	 a	 quiet	 and	 beautiful	 
library.	The	TASIS	Global	Village	is	the	School’s	response	to	the	
continual	need	to	improve	its	standards	of	excellence.	
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The	physical	improvements	to	the	campus	have	enhanced	the	
reputation	of	the	School	and	helped	attract	the	best	students	and	
teachers	from	around	the	world.	The	new	spaces	have	enabled	
the	teaching	staff	to	work	more	efficiently	and	with	a	stronger	
sense	of	satisfaction	as	they	deliver	results	in	a	stimulating	and	
beautiful	environment.	As	TASIS	celebrates	 its	53rd	year,	we	
strive	with	increasing	vigor	to	realize	Mrs.	Fleming’s	vision:	to	be	 
the school of choice in Switzerland and one of the best schools 
in	the	world.	And	as	we	contemplate	the	next	50	years,	we	
know	that	the	same	commitment	to	excellence	and	achievement	
will	 allow	us	 to	 fulfill	 the	 vision	 of	 the	 TASIS	Global	 Village	 
Master	Plan	to	honor	TASIS	Founder	M.	Crist	Fleming.	

Realizing the Vision
Delivering	excellence	 is	an	expensive	undertaking.	 Increasing	
tuition	fees	annually	is	not	a	favorable	option	but	the	School 
is	expected	to	offer	constantly-improved	services,	accommodations,	
and	academic	programs.	Until	now	the	financing	of	the	School’s	
growth	has	come	from	funds	that	TASIS	has	set	aside	over	time,	
traditional	 bank	 financing,	 and	 fundraising.	 The	 School	 has	 
enjoyed	 generous	 financial	 support	 from	 many	 alumni,	 
parents,	and	friends	who	believe	in	its	mission	and	who	share	
Mrs.	Fleming’s	vision	of	promoting		international	understanding	
and	leadership.	
 
To	 realize	 the	 vision	 and	 provide	 for	 the	 growth	 of	 the	 
elementary,	middle,	 and	high	 schools	 on	 our	main	 campus,	
the	Board	of	Directors	gave	 its	approval	to	the	TASIS	Global	
Village	Master	Plan,	which	encompasses	eight	capital	projects	
on	our	Montagnola	campus.	In	addition	to	the	three	buildings	 
already	 under	 construction	 —	 cultural	 center,	 classrooms,	
and	 dormitory,	 TASIS	 plans	 to	 build	 new	 science	 labs,	 a	 
second gymnasium, art classrooms, dormitory rooms, and  
faculty	 apartments,	 as	 well	 as	 an	 all-weather	 playing	 field,	 
underground	parking	with	basketball	courts	on	top,	and	a	pool. 
 
An	 integrated	 financing	 plan	 should	 allow	 TASIS	 to	 enlarge	
the	School	as	it	strengthens	the	educational	program.	The	plan	
relies	on	income	from	operations,	traditional	bank	financing, 
campus	development	fees,	refundable	deposits,	and	donations.	 
Recognizing	current	worldwide	economic	conditions,	philanthropy	
is	an	even	more	integral	part	of	TASIS’s	planning	for	a	strong	
tomorrow.	We	encourage	all	members	of	the	TASIS	community	
to	make	an	 investment	 in	 the	School’s	 future	 to	help	TASIS	
realize	this	inspiring	vision.	
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For	 ways	 of	 giving	 to	 the	 M.	 Crist	 Fleming	 Global	 Village	 
Capital	 Campaign,	 please	 contact	 the	 Headmaster,	 Michael	
Ulku-Steiner	<michael.ulku-steiner@tasis.ch>.

Left: La Lanterna: classrooms, dorm rooms, faculty apartments
Right: La Fiammetta: classrooms  -   completion date fall 2010

The John E. Palmer Cultural Center - completion date fall 2009

The new John E. Palmer Cultural Center under construction



Promoting truth, beauty, goodness, international 
understanding & humanitarian action

New 

TASIS	 12th	 and	 13th	 graders	 have	 always	 enjoyed	 the	 
privileges	 of	 their	 senior	 status	 on	 campus.	 The	 best	 dorm	 
rooms	 and	 latest	 curfews	 no	 longer	 suffice,	 however,	 for	 
students	 who	 will	 soon	 launch	 themselves	 from	 their	 nest	
on the Collina d’Oro into a world full of challenges and  
responsibilities.	 To	 help	 prepare	 them	 for	 that	 world	 and	
to	 offer	 them	 the	 richest	 possible	 intellectual	 and	 ethical	 
experiences,	 the	 Senior	 Humanities	 Program	 (SHP)	 allows	
our	12th	 and	13th	graders	 intimate	 access	 to	 accomplished	 
scholars,	artists,	leaders,	and	innovators.	

November 11-14
Humanitarian 
Action

Andy Cunningham
Co-Founder	and	Executive	Director,	Women’s	Institute	for	Secondary	 
Education	and	Research	(WISER),	Mujuru	Bay,	Kenya

•	 International	development
•	 Girls’	education
•	 Non-profit	management
•	 Youth	leadership	
•	 Social	justice	activism

January 29-30
Beauty

David Mayernik
TASIS	Master	Architect,	Professor	of	Architecture,	Notre	Dame	University	

•	 Global	Village	Master	Plan
•	 Classical	architecture	and	
								contemporary	spaces	

February 11-12
Goodness

Michael Aeschliman
Professor	of	Education,	Boston	University	and	Università	della	Svizzera	Italiana	

•	 Abraham	Lincoln	
        on	the	200th	anniversary	of	his	birth

March 20-27
International
Understanding

George Walker
British	educator	and	former	Director	General	of	the
International	Baccalaureate	Organization	(IBO)	

•	 International	Education
•	 The	IB	Diploma	Program
•	 Unity	and	Diversity	

April 22-24
Truth 

Jen Hazen
Political	Affairs	Officer	and	Consultant,	United	Nations,	U.S.	State	 
Department,	and	international	agencies		

•	 Civil	war	dynamics
•	 Post-conflict	reconstruction
•	 Peacekeeping
•	 International	relations

May 29 Dr. Rose Odhiambo
Co-Founder	and	Director,	Institute	of	Women,	Gender	and	Development	
Studies,	Egerton	University,	Kenya

•	 Graduation	speech

Already	 this	 year,	 they	have	been	able	 to	 chat	over	 chicken	
and	 potatoes	 with	 one	 of	 the	 world’s	 most	 accomplished	
young	activists,	to	tour	a	construction	site	with	a	prize-winning	 
architect,	to	debate	a	distinguished	professor	over	dessert	 in	
Casa	Fleming,	to	hear	the	secrets	behind	the	IB	diploma	from	
the	man	who	 once	 directed	 the	 International	 Baccalaureate	
Organization.
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Funded	 through	 a	 CHF	 100,000	 gift	 from	 TASIS	 parents	 
Michael	 and	 Jane	 Grindfors,	 the	 SHP	 has	 revived	 a	 TASIS 
tradition	beloved	by	the	Seniors	and	PG’s	of	the	1970’s	and	
80’s.	It	allows	our	oldest	students	to	share	in	a	range	of	special	 
conversations,	 tours,	 lectures,	 and	 trips	which	 focus	 on	 five	
of the best elements of the TASIS identity: truth, beauty,  
goodness, international understanding, and humanitarian action. 
 
The	core	of	this	year’s	SHP:	a	series	of	six	distinguished	visitors	
who	 share	 lectures,	meals,	 outings	 and	 class	 visits	with	 our	 
oldest students. Building	 on	 the	 excitement	 of	 this	 year’s	
events,	the	2009-10	SHP	will	have	an	even	broader	range	and	
reach.	 Seniors,	 PG’s	 and	 their	 advisors	will	 read	 a	 common	
summer	book,	chosen	by	a	student	committee	from	among	a	
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group	of	recommended	texts.	In	January	the	whole	group	will	
journey	to	Geneva	for	personalized	meetings	and	tours	with	
officials	from	the	United	Nations,	Red	Cross,	and	World	Health	
Organization.

Having	heard	a	few	strands	of	this	year’s	SHP	conversations,	
our	current	juniors	are	already	curious	about	what	next	year’s 
program	will	 bring.	 The	 SHP	 planning	 committee	 (including	
four	 members	 of	 the	 class	 of	 2010)	 will	 choose	 another	 
stimulating	 series	of	distinguished	guests,	 the	kind	of	 truth-
tellers, beauty-creators, and international humanitarians who 
can	offer	 our	 students	 a	 year-long	going-away	 present	 that	
they	deserve.	

                                     Michael Ulku-Steiner, Headmaster

David T. Mayernik with Mark Aeschliman

Michael D. Aeschliman

George Walker 
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New Head of the Elementary School

Immediately	prior	to	coming	to	TASIS	last	summer	with	my	family,	I	was	
the	 founding	Director	of	a	475-student	K-8	charter	 school	 that	had	a	 
curriculum	 and	 instructional	 approach	 almost	 identical	 to	 the	 TASIS	 
Elementary	School.	In	addition	to	the	obvious	beauty	of	this	place	and	
the	 cultural	 opportunities	 for	 my	 family,	 I	 derive	 great	 professional	 
satisfaction from building a school through the early years of its founding. 
TASIS	 ES	 has	 adopted	 a	 strong	 curriculum	 with	 Core	 Knowledge,	 
Singapore	Math,	and	Direct	 Instruction/Reading	Mastery	and	validated 
teaching	 methodologies,	 that	 if	 implemented	 correctly,	 will	 put	 the	 
school	on	the	cutting	edge	of	educational	 innovation	and	reform.	The	
potential	of	TASIS	ES	is	what	is	exciting.	The	most	rejuvenating	part	of	the 
job	for	me	has	been	my	emerging	relationship	with	the	ES	day	parents.

Nyman Brooks graduated with 
honors with a dual degree in  
History and Economics, and a  
minor in Mandarin Chinese. He 
studied international affairs at 
the	 Fletcher	 School	 of	 Law	 and	 
Diplomacy	 and	 completed	 an	
M.Ed.	in	Educational	leadership.	
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Marie-Josée (MJ) Breton was raised in Montreal, Canada, 
and	earned	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Modern	Languages,	Literature,	 
and	 Linguistics	 at	 McGill	 University.	 She	 lived	 in	 Belgium,	 
worked	 in	 Germany,	 and	 taught	 in	 a	 number	 of	 Canadian 
public	and	private	schools	for	15	years	and	started	her	career 
as	 a	 Spanish	 and	 ESL	 teacher.	 She	 successfully	 created	 the	
Spanish	Department	at	Collège	Charles-Lemoyne,	where	she	
developed	 the	 curriculum.	 Before	 coming	 to	 TASIS	 for	 the	 
year-round	program,	she	was	Head	of	the	English	Department 
at	 the	 French	 Lycée	 of	 Montreal,	 Collège	 Stanislas,	 and	 
travel	 coordinator	 for	 the	 ESL	Department.	 She	 created	 and	 
implemented	 educational	 trips	 and	 exchange	 activities	 in	 
different Canadian and American destinations.

MJ	worked	for	the	TASIS	Middle	School		Summer	Program	for	
the	past	17	years	as	a	French	teacher	and	Activities	Director. 
When	 asked	 why	 so	 many	 years,	 she	 answers,	 «the	 values	
TASIS teaches the students, the international community, the 
beauty	of	the	place,	and	for	Mrs	Fleming.»		

Last	summer,	MJ	became	the	Director	of	the	new	Middle	School 
Summer	 Program	 in	Château-d’Oex.	 It	was	 a	 success	 under	
her	leadership,	and	MJ	plans	to	continue	to	lead	this	summer	
school for many years to come.

MJ	 feels	 honored	 to	be	 the	new	Head	of	 the	 TASIS	Middle 
School.	 «It	 has	 been	 challenging,	 difficult	 at	 times,	 but	 
exceptional	 and	gratifying.	 I	was	 ready	 for	 this	new	 type	of	
experience	in	my	professional	life.	Every	day	is	a	different	day,	
and	some	days	never	end,	but	 I	 love	what	 I	do.	When	I	said	

yes	to	this	job,	for	me	it	meant	devoting	my	heart,	time,	and	
energy  to TASIS.   

My	 objectives	 for	 the	 Middle	 School	 are	 to	 continue	 to	 
develop	 an	 age-appropriate	 curriculum,	 build	 a	 specific	 
Middle School Team, strengthen community through after-
school	 programs,	 collaborate	 with	 my	 colleagues	 to	 ensure	
high	quality	 educational	opportunities	and	memorable	 years	
at	 TASIS,	 and	 to	provide	a	positive	 impact	on	every	 student	
present	and	future.	 I	enjoy	being	with	students	from	diverse	
cultures	 and	 feel	 privileged	 to	work	with	wonderful	Middle	
School	faculty	members	and	a	remarkable	Headmaster.	 I	am	
really	proud	to	be	part	of	the	TASIS	family.»

New Head of the Middle School, 
a Familiar Face and Smile
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TASIS Veterans Retire

In	 1968,	 aged	 23,	 I	 arrived	 at	 the	 Lugano	 train	 station,	 all	
by	 myself,	 with	 a	 large	 black	 metal	 trunk,	 having	 traveled	 
continuously for forty-eight hours by boat and train from  
England.	It	was	very	late	at	night	and	dark,	and	I	remember,	
as	 I	walked	 out	 of	 the	 train	 station,	 looking	 up	 and	 seeing	
a	line	of	stars	rising	from	the	ground	into	the	sky.	 I	thought	
to	myself	that	it	must	be	the	Southern	Cross	or	some	special	
Swiss constellation of stars. As I had only been out of England 
once	before	in	my	life,	to	study	French	in	the	Loire	valley	when	
I	was	seventeen,	 I	had	no	idea	that	 it	was	the	San	Salvatore	
funicular!

The	next	morning	 I	 saw	mountains	 reaching	 to	 the	 sky,	 the	
blue	 of	 Lake	 Lugano,	 brilliant	 autumn	 colors,	 and	 a	 host	
of	 dancing	 and	 singing	 people,	 all	 wearing	 their	 national	 
costumes,	playing	accordions	and	violins,	and	throwing	grapes 
at	 each	 other.	 As	 I	 had	 just	 come	 from	 a	 swinging-sixties	 
London	with	“The	Sound	of	Music”	on	stage,	I	was	not	surprised 
that	Switzerland	was	the	living	replica	of	my	imagination.	Little	
did	I	know	that	Lugano	was	celebrating	its	yearly	wine	festival	
that	weekend,	la	Festa	della	Vendemmia!

The magic of that first night and morning is still with me  
every	time	I	wake	up	in	my	home	in	Montagnola	on	the	Collina 
D’Oro.	 I	 have	 spent	more	of	my	 life	with	Mrs.	 Fleming,	her	 
family,	and	her	school,	TASIS,	than	I	have	with	my	parents!	While 
Betsy	Newell	was	attending	Gai	Fleming’s	wedding	reception 
in	 the	Villa	Negroni,	 Vezia,	 I	 baby-sat	 Betsy’s	 tiny	 new-born	
son.	I	have	black	and	white	photos	of	young	Lynn	and	Michael	 
attending	my	wedding	in	Lugano	in	1972.		I	met	my	husband,	
Gino,	at	TASIS	and	my	son,	Marcus,	met	his	wife,	Juliana,	at	
TASIS too. Marcus did his 10th grade at TASIS England as 
a	boarder	 and	 I	 remember	how	handsome	he	 looked	 in	his	
uniform.	 That	wonderful	 character-building	 experience	 gave	

After Forty-one Years of Service, 
Sarah Di Lenardo Retires

him	 his	 love	 of	 travel,	music,	 and	 photography.	My	 daughter	 
Giorgia,	graduating	from	TASIS	in	1998,	went	on	to	get	her	BA	
from	Webster	University	 in	Geneva,	receiving	the	Leadership	
Award.	After	four	years	marketing	Webster	in	the	Middle	East,	
she	enjoyed	heading	up	the	TASIS	Alumni	Office,	and	is	now	on	
the	marketing	team	of	the	University	of	Switzerland	in	Lugano.	 
Marcus	and	Giorgia	are	real-life	examples	of	TASIS	ambassadors. 
I	am	proud	to	be	able	to	say	that	they	are	just	the	sort	of	young	
people	 that	Mrs.	 Fleming	 dreamed	 of	 sending	 out	 into	 the	
world.	Two	perfect	personifications	of	the	TASIS	education!

I	am	also	proud	and	happy	and	honored	to	have	been	able	to	
be	Mrs.	Fleming’s	secretary	and	an	employee	of	TASIS	for	such	
a	rewarding	forty-one	years	of	my	life.	Thank	you,	TASIS,	for	
your wonderful gift of education.

And a huge, heart-felt thank you, Sarah, for all your 
many years of devoted service to TASIS! 
You are one of Mrs. Fleming’s true daughters.

TASIS	TODAY	-	34

M. Crist Fleming, Michael Ulku-Steiner, Sarah Di Lenardo



Tribute to Kate Woodward 
Boundless	thanks	for	the	wonderful 
work	you	have	done	for	TASIS	and	
for	all	 the	contributions	you	have	
made	 over	 the	 last	 36	 years	 of	 
loyalty	 and	 devotion.	 May	 you	
have	 a	 rewarding	 and	 contented	
retirement.
With	much	love,
  M. Crist Fleming
  31 August 2008

I	can’t	and	won’t	really	believe	that	Kate	Woodward,	formerly	
Kate	Gonzalez,	is	actually	retiring	from	TASIS.	Kate	personifies	
ALUMNI	at	both	Switzerland	and	England	and	after	thirty-six	
years	working	 for	 TASIS,	 she	 is	part	of	 the	 fabric,	 the	heart	
and	soul,	and	the	many	successes	of	TASIS.	We	all	owe	her	a	
heart	full	of	thanks	and	deep	appreciation	for	all	that	she	has	
contributed to our fine institution and all that it has become 
over	the	past	36	years.

Kate	came	to	TASIS	in	1972,	when	our	Swiss	campus	was	in	
an	uproar	and	the	newly-wed	Gonzalezes,	encouraged	by	my	
mother,	Mrs.	Fleming,	during	their	 interview	to	get	married, 
thought	 the	 campus	 would	 never	 be	 ready	 for	 school	 
opening	 in	 the	 two	 to	 three	 weeks	 remaining,	 while	 they	
went off on their honeymoon. On their return, they soon  
realized	that	they	had	joined	a	slightly	and	delightfully	wacky	 
organization	 where	 the	 impossible	 was	 considered	 possible	
and	actually	did	happen.

Kate	wore	many	hats	in	her	first	six	years	at	TASIS	The	American 
School	 in	 Switzerland—French	 teacher,	 Dean	 of	 Students,	 
Director	 of	 Admissions—Kate	 was	 soon	 recognized	 and	 
appreciated	for	having	many	talents.

On	moving	 to	 England	 in	 1978,	 soon	 after	 the	 opening	 of	 
TASIS	 England,	 Kate	 resumed	 teaching	 French	 and	 over	 the	
course	of	five	years	took	brief	maternity	leaves	to	deliver	and	
care	for	her	two	wonderful	and	very	talented	sons,	Adrian	and	
Sebastian, both of whom made the most of their 13 and 14 
years	respectively	of	education	at	TASIS	England.

I	well	remember	sitting	down	with	Kate	in	1980	over	a	cup	of	
tea	in	her	living	room	in	Thorpe	and	asking	her	to	take	over	
the	work	of	Alumni	Secretary,	 collating	all	 the	alumni	news	
that	 her	 predecessor	 Jackie	Manganaro	had	 so	 competently	
done	for	many	years	in	Lugano.	Fortunately,	Kate	responded 
with	 a	 resounding	 “yes”	 and	 took	 on	 the	 role	 of	 Alumni	 
Director	 for	 the	 next	 28	 years,	 handling	 all	 TASIS	 alumni	

at	 both	 schools	 for	most	 of	 those	 years!	 Talk	 about	 talent,	 
competence,	 dedication,	 hard	 work,	 loyalty,	 charm,	 friend	 
building,	faithful	in	small	things	(Kate	is	a	great	proofreader!)	
and	 big	 things—Kate	 is	 all	 of	 this	 and	 more.	 She	 certainly 
knows	 more	 of	 and	 about	 our	 thousands	 of	 alumni	 than	 
anyone	else	at	TASIS.	Think	how	many	thousands	of	alumni	
have	sent	in	their	news	over	all	of	these	years.	One	need	only	
look	 back	 over	 the	 dozens	 of	 TASIS	 alumni	magazines	 that	
Kate	and	I,	and	then	others,	produced	over	the	years	to	see	the	
amazingly	dedicated	work	she	has	done.	And	again,	I	repeat,	
she	is	a	great	proofreader,	which	is	a	rare	talent	these	days	and	
a great boon to any organization.

Kate	 has	 formed	 wonderful	 friendships	 with	 many	 alumni,	
and	I	am	sure	has	personally	corresponded	over	the	years	with	 
hundreds if not thousands of our alumni. She was instrumental 
in	launching	any	and	all	of	our	fundraising	endeavors	over	the	
years	as	she	held	the	“keys	to	the	kingdom”	through	her	hard	
labor	in	the	vineyard	of	developing	and	keeping	contact	with	
so many of our alumni.

I	hold	Kate	in	the	highest	regard	as	a	good	friend	and	outstanding 
professional	 with	 undying	 dedication	 and	 devotion	 to	 her	 
invaluable	work	 at	 TASIS.	We	 are	 all	 in	 her	 debt,	 and	 I	 am	
forever	grateful	to	one	of	the	key	pillars	of	TASIS	who	made	
TASIS what it is today.

I	 wish	 Kate	 many	 joys,	 peace	 in	 her	 heart,	 wellbeing,	 and	 
gratifying	“work”	 in	her	 retirement.	She	will	 continue	as	an	
invaluable	resource	for	the	many	folks	who	continue	her	work	
with	our	ever-growing	TASIS	alumni	family.	God	bless	you,	Kate!
With	great	appreciation	and	devotion,

Lynn Fleming Aeschliman ’63
Chairman	of	the	Board	of	Directors

Michael Marston PG ’93, Kate, Gai Fleming Case ’59, Judy Callaway Brand 
HS ’63, friend, Vicky Daum HS ’62, Linda Sayre HS ’63, Mrs. Fleming
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Alumni Profiles
Peace of Mind
Sharon Squassoni ’81
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

Sharon testifying before the House Select Committee on Energy 
Independence	 and	 Global	 Warming	 hearing	 on	 “Nuclear	 
Power	 in	 A	Warming	World:	 Solution	 or	 Illusion?”	 Pictured	
with	Sharon	are	(l/r)	Alex	Flint	(Nuclear	Energy	Institute),	David	
Lochbaum	(Union	of	Concerned	Scientists),	and	Amory	Lovins	
(Rocky	Mountain	Institute).	

We	asked	Sharon	Squassoni	 ’81	to	tell	us	 in	her	own	words	
about	the	career	path	she	has	taken	since	TASIS:	
“For	most	of	my	career,	I’ve	worked	in	government	--	for	the	
Arms	Control	and	Disarmament	Agency,	the	State	Department, 
and	Congress.	Otherwise,	 I’ve	worked	 at	 research	 institutes	
and,	briefly,	at	the	Washington	bureau	of	Newsweek magazine,
which	was	arguably	the	best	fun	I’ve	ever	had.”	She	adds,	“As	a	
Senior Associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace,	I	now	focus	on	nuclear	disarmament	and	nuclear	non-
proliferation.	Mostly,	I	get	paid	to	write	and	speak	about	issues 
that	 I’m	 passionate	 about,	 which	 is	 very	 lucky	 indeed.	 It’s	 
different	 from	 being	 inside	 the	 government,	 where	 you’re	
doing the actual negotiating, but when you’re on the outside 
there’s	greater	potential	to	inject	creativity	into	thinking	about	
these life-and-death issues.”

“I	 grew	 up	 in	 New	 York	 City,	 which	 is	 very	 multicultural,”	 
Sharon	says,	“but	living	abroad	affects	your	life	forever.	Being	
at	TASIS	convinced	me	that	 I	wanted	to	work	on	issues	that	
affected	 people	 across	 the	 globe.	 And	 the	 intensity	 of	 my	 
experience	 at	 TASIS	 (I	 had	 not	 one	 but	 three	 classes	 with	 
Michael	 Aeschliman)	 gave	 me	 the	 confidence	 to	 become	 
engaged	in	what	are	literally	’high-minded’	pursuits	--	peace,	
security, and disarmament.”

What	brought	Sharon	back	to	our	attention	was	an	article	she	
wrote	about	nuclear	cooperation	between	the	United	States	

and	India	in	the	August	16,	2007	edition	of	the	International
Herald Tribune.	 “India	 is	 indeed	 a	 vitally	 important	 country	
and a friend that America  should treat well,” Sharon wrote. 
“But	the	United	States	is	also	a	global	leader	-	and	the	country 
with	 the	 greatest	 interest	 in	 promoting	 an	 international	 
system	based	on	rules	and	respect	for	the	law.	When	the	leading	 
rule-maker	and	enforcer	tries	to	rewrite	or	bend	the	rules	for	
its	special	friends	while	nailing	its	adversaries,	the	rest	of	the	
world	 loses	 confidence	 both	 in	 the	 rules	 and	 in	 the	 United	
States.” 

In	the	January	2009	edition	of Current History	Sharon	observed:
“Nuclear	disarmament	appears	 to	be	on	 track	 for	a	political 
makeover.	 Serious	 commentators	 have	 begun	 to	 discuss	
what	it	might	take	to	actually	get	to	zero	nuclear	weapons,	a	 
question	that	is	no	longer	the	exclusive	purview	of	grassroots	
activists.	No	one	believes	 the	goal	will	be	achieved	any	time	
soon,” she continued, “but a consensus has emerged that the 
project	of	disarmament	must	be	taken	seriously	if	the	world	is	
to	avoid	further	proliferation	of	nuclear	weapons,	perhaps	into	
the hands of terrorists.” 

Sharon	has	also	expressed	her	views	about	nuclear	proliferation 
in	North	Korea	in	the	June	26,	2008	issue	of	the	London	Guardian,
titled	“Atoms	for	Peace”.	“The	small	steps	achieved	in	the	last	
year	 and	 a	 half	 stand	 in	 stark	 contrast	 to	 the	 failure	 of	 the	 
earlier	 action-oriented,	 take-it-or-leave-it	 approach	 of	 the	
Bush	Administration.	Some	may	argue	that	North	Korea	will	
never	give	up	its	weapons.	The	opportunity	to	question	people	
on	the	ground	will	at	 least	provide	 insight	 into	whether	 this	
assumption	is	true.	In	the	meantime,	the	world	should	be	able	
to	forestall	more	North	Korean	nuclear	tests	and	hopefully
continue	on	the	path	toward	normalization.”
 
Sharon	 lives	 in	 Washington,	 DC	 with	 her	 husband,	 David	 
Kaufmann,	who	 teaches	English	 literature	at	George	Mason	
University.	 They	 have	 two	 daughters,	 Zoe	 (7)	 and	 Lucia	 (4),	
and	two	“old	dogs”,	Soca	and	Petey.		She	and	her	family	are	
committed	 to	 spreading	 the	 word	 about	 “International	 Eat	
Ice	Cream	 for	Breakfast	Day”,	which	 is	 the	 first	 Saturday	 in	 
February	every	year.		This	year	they	had	85	guests!

To	 learn	 more	 about	 Sharon’s	 work	 at	 the	 Carnegie	 
Endowment,	 go	 to:	 http://www.carnegieendowment.org/ 
experts/index.cfm?fa=expert_view&expert	
             Sharon Figi
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Looking	out	at	 the	 lush	green	valley,	 I	 catch	a	glimpse	of	 statues	
of famous figures on the incline right below me. As my eyes focus 
closer I see the flags standing right by my side: the emblem of the 
United	Nations	and	that	of	the	University	for	Peace	pitched	among	
those	of	many	countries,	waving	 in	the	wind.	 I	am	 in	Costa	Rica,	
on	 the	 campus	 of	 the	 only	 U.N.-mandated	 institution	 for	 higher	 
education	 in	 the	 field	 of	 peace	 and	 conflict	 studies,	 studying	 
Peace	Education.	It	is	a	dream	to	be	here	developing	strategies	and	
designing	projects	that	address	some	of	the	most	important	issues	
humanity faces today.

Amidst	all	 this	beauty,	 I	 think	of	Mrs.	Fleming	and	wonder	how	I	
came	so	far,	from	running	errands	for	my	mother’s	shop	as	a	boy	
in	Venice	 to	where	 I	 am	 today.	My	personal	 life	 experiences	 and	
growth	have	certainly	contributed	to	the	formation	of	my	ideas	and	
interests.	However,	it	was	my	time	at	TASIS	that	allowed	those	ideas	
to	be	expressed	and	develop	in	such	a	life-altering	way.

At	 a	 time	 when	 many	 all	 over	 the	 world	 mourn	 Mrs.	 Fleming’s	
passing,	I	realize,	yet	again,	what	a	powerful	impact	her	ideas	and	
efforts	have	had	on	our	 lives	and,	 indirectly,	on	the	 lives	of	those	
around	us.	Her	vision	and	dedication	have	allowed	me	to	be	exposed 
to	 a	 world	 of	 wonderful	 friendships,	 cultures,	 languages,	 places	
and	diverse	worldviews	that	 I	have	come	to	make	my	own.	Most	 
importantly,	she	has	 inspired	me	to	enter	that	world,	no	 longer	a	
stranger,	to	work	for	the	betterment	of	humanity	in	the	way	that	
she	 believed	 to	 be	most	 essential:	 education.	 In	 her	 own	words,	
“Education	is	man’s	best	hope	for	a	better	world.”

With	this	conviction	in	mind	and	the	fruits	of	her	efforts	all	around	
me,	I	could	feel,	while	still	at	TASIS,	the	importance	of	her	work.	I	
could	sense	how	it	changed	me	by	encouraging	my	development	
from an insecure child to a worldly young adult. Education had  
become	empowerment.	 It	was	at	TASIS	where	I	realized	that	true	
education	 was	 allowing	 people	 to	 blossom,	 and	 transform	 the	
world,	one	person	at	a	time.	It	was	in	the	little	town	of	Montagnola	
where	I	first	saw	the	shape	my	efforts	for	peace	would	take.

Today,	I	am	acting	on	my	intention	by	looking	at	global	and	local	
systems	of	education	all	over	the	world.	I	am	initiating	collaborations	
between	UPEACE	and	other	organizations	to	enhance	the	reach	of	this 
unique	institution.	I	am	developing	a	new	philosophy	of	education 
that	 I	 hope	 will	 help	 transform	 our	 common	 human	 heart	 and	 
awaken	it	to	its	true	nature.

Peace	Education	became	a	natural	choice;	and	UPEACE,	the	natural	
place	for	it.	Here	is	my	work,	and	Mrs.	Fleming’s	legacy,	in	but	one	
of	her	many	grandchildren.	Nothing	is	impossible;	this,	Mrs.	Fleming	
knew	and	proved.	May	her	energy	continue	to	flow	through	us	as	
we touch the hearts of many others.

Oliver Rizzi Carlson ’01, PG ’02		 oliver8@hotmail.com
	 	 	 	 	 www.upeace.org

Showing a Light, Passing a Torch

Spring	2009	-	37

Mrs. Fleming enjoys the company of Isabella Brunello ’01  
and Oliver Rizzi-Carlson PG ’02 and his father



Alumni Profiles
Ramin Jebraili ’81
Orthopedic Surgeon

Ramin	Jebraili	graduated	from	TASIS	in	the	spring	of	1981.	
He	first	attended	summer	school	at	TASIS	(TELP),	and	then	at	the	
tender	age	of	13	began	his	journey	as	a	student	in	the	boarding 
school.	 After	 having	 lived	 in	 Washington,	 DC	 for	 the	 past	
20	 years,	 Ramin	 says,	 “I	 often	 look	 back	 on	my	 life	 and	 the	 
effect	TASIS	and	living	in	Switzerland	had	on	me.	One	word	that	
describes	my	experience	(coincidently	in	parallel	with	our	new	
President’s	platform	and	the	recent	social	revolution)	is	’diversity’. 
It	 was	 the	 diversity	 within	 the	 TASIS	 community	 that	 -	 to	 
paraphrase	Charles	Dickens	 -	 created	 ’the	best	of	 times’	 and	
’the	worst	 of	 times’.”	 These	 experiences	would	 develop	 and	
form a young boy into a man.  

Ramin	moved	on	his	own	 to	 the	United	States	at	 the	age	of	
17	to	continue	his	education.	“It	was	the	independence	that	I	 
learned	while	 living	 in	 TASIS	 that	 ’led	my	 journey	 down	 the	 
river	 of	 life’	 as	 Herman	 Hesse	 (a	 famous	 former	 resident	 of	 
Montagnola)	wrote	in	Siddhartha”,  he reminisces.

After graduating from medical school in 1989, he commenced 
his	 residency	 in	Washington,	DC.	After	 two	 years	of	General	 
Surgery	 and	 four	 years	 of	 Orthopedic	 Surgery	 he	 became	 a	 
Junior	Attending	in	Orthopedic	Trauma	Surgery	at	Washington,	
DC	General	Hospital,	a	level	1	trauma	center.		

Ramin	 says,	 “The	 stamina	 and	 competitiveness	 it	 took	 to	 be	
successful in the world of medicine were traits that had been 
planted	 during	 my	 formative	 years	 at	 TASIS.	 The	 diversity	 I	 
encountered	earlier	on	allowed	me	to	climb	the	ladder	of	politics	
later	at	Suburban	Hospital,	a	private	hospital	in	the	Washington,	
DC	area	and	an	affiliate	of	The	National	Institute	of	Health”.	

The	 transition	 to	become	the	Director	of	Orthopedic	Trauma,	
Chairman	of	the	Department	of	Orthopedic	Surgery,	and	recently 

the	Chair-elect	of	the	Department	of	Surgery	not	only	required	
skills	but	also	the	ability	to	work	with	different	colleagues	in	a	
fair	and	equitable	way.	Ramin	notes	that	these	were	traits	he	
“picked	up	during	my	TASIS	stay	and	later	refined.”		

As	 an	 orthopedic	 surgeon	 specializing	 in	 trauma	 situations,	 
Ramin’s	patients	are	often	victims	of	severe	car	accidents	flown	
in	by	medevac	helicopters.		Because	of	the	close	proximity	to	the	
diverse,	international	makeup	of	Washington,	Ramin’s	patients	
are	often	members	of	embassies	and	multinational	employees	
of	 the	World	 Bank.	 “Without	 a	 doubt,	my	 ability	 to	 interact	 
effectively	 as	 a	 surgeon	 -	 but	more	 importantly	 as	 a	 human	
being	 -	 is	 a	 testament	 of	 my	 exposure	 at	 TASIS	 to	 students	
from	 diverse	 locations	 across	 the	 globe.	 	 It	 was	 essentially	 
informal	training	in	sociology”,	states	Ramin.	

“A	typical	day	for	me	may	constitute	office	hours	until	5	pm.	
On	my	operative	dates	I	may	perform	3	to	4	cases	ranging	from	 
total	 joint	 replacements	 to	 arthroscopic	 surgeries.	 On	 days	
when	I	am	on	a	24	hour	trauma	call	shift	I	have	unpredictable	
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Carla	Woods	 ’86,	 is	 a	 board	member	 of	 the	 Fulfillment	 Fund	 in	
Los	 Angeles,	 California.	 The	 Fulfillment	 Fund	 is	 a	 college	 access	 
organization. The students they assist are 98% minority, and most 
come	from	economically	disadvantaged	backgrounds.	 In	overcrowded 
and	under-resourced	Los	Angeles	schools	they	are	often	overlooked.
The	graduation	rate	in	Los	Angeles	in	some	high	schools	is	less	than	
45%. Yet Fulfillment Fund students defy the statistics by graduating 
from	high	school	at	twice	the	rate	of	their	peers.	Many	are	the	first	
in their family to attend college. The Fulfillment Fund has three main 
goals: 

1)	Help	disadvantaged	students	graduate	from	high	school;	
2)	Increase	the	number	who	go	on	to	college;	and	
3)	Help	them	successfully	complete	college	and	transition	into	the	
working	world.

With	the	Fulfillment	Fund	Carla	has	helped	to	provide	high	school 
mentoring	 and	 college	 support	 (SATs,	 financial	 aid	 planning	 and	
counseling,	college	visits,	and	scholarships).	

She	has	been	a	part	of	 the	Fulfillment	Fund	 for	8	years.	“I	 run	a	 
volunteer	group,	called	the	Bright	Future	Committee	that	puts	on	
an	annual	fundraiser	for	the	Fulfillment	Fund.	We	just	put	on	our	
last	event,	Summer	Nights,	 in	 Los	Angeles	–	a	poker	 tournament	
and	party,	which	was	a	star	studded	event.”	The	2006	World	Series 
of	 Poker	 (WSOP)	winner,	 Jamie	 Gold,	 who	 has	won	 the	 highest	
poker	purse	in	history	($12M)	at	the	2006	WSOP,	hosted	Summer 
Nights.	 Carla	 says,	 “This	 activity	 is	 my	 charity	 volunteer	 work.	 
However,	I	have	been	in	the	medical	device	business	for	almost	20	
years,	and	have	over	50	United	States	Patents	in	implantable	devices.	
I	also	sit	on	the	board	of	directors	of	4	organizations	(including	the	 
Fulfillment	Fund).”	Carla	lives	in	Beverly	Hills	with	her	husband,	and	
just	had	a	daughter,	Dylan	Raine	Woods,	on	April	4,	2008.		She	also	
tells	us	that	she	has	just	turned	40.	Congratulations	Carla!
     
      Sharon Figi 

Contact:	Carla	Woods	<carla.woods@mannfbe.org>	

       

Carla Woods ’86
hours,	sometimes	requiring	surgery	in	the	middle	of	the	night	
on	trauma	victims	who	are	flown	to	the	hospital.”

“During	 all	 that	 time	 I	 interrelate	 with	 a	 diverse	 patient	 
population,	and	a	certain	sense	of	empathy	is	required	to	treat 
individuals	as	equals	regardless	of	background.	This	sense	of	
fairness	 and	 equity	 continues	 to	 unveil	 thanks	 to	my	 TASIS	
upbringing.	 As	 an	 orthopedic	 surgeon	 I	 am	 able	 to	 touch	 
patients’	lives	on	a	daily	basis,	making	a	difference	that	has	a	
ripple	effect.”		

“Surgical	expertise	has	elements	of	artistry	as	well	as	discipline 
that	 were	 also	 cultivated	 during	 art	 classes	 with	Mr.	 Horst	 
Dürrschmidt.”	

Recently,	Ramin	has	decreased	his	workload	so	 that	he	can	
continue	going	on	adventures	reminiscent	of	his	many	TASIS	
excursions.	It	was	on	School	trips	that	he	was	able	to	see	Euro-
pe	and	experience	history	as	though	he	were	“reading	a	novel	
with	 real-time	pictures”.	He	would	 like	his	 family,	 including	
his	7	year-old	daughter,	to	share	this	global	experience.	“Who	
knows?	Maybe	one	day	she	may	follow	my	footsteps	on	the	
School grounds.” 

Ramin	 concludes,	 “To	 sum	 it	 all	 up,	 I	 have	 been	 fortunate	
and	blessed.		I	attribute	the	two	partially	to	a	quotation	that	
I	encountered	while	a	senior	at	TASIS:	’It’s	nice	to	be	impor-
tant,	but	more	important	to	be	nice’.	That	idea	has	been	my	
core	and	moral	compass	down	’the	river	of	life’.	I	extend	my	
gratitude to TASIS and warmest regards to the alumni of the 
School.” 

     Sharon Figi
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Annual Report
As	TASIS	celebrates	 its	53rd	year	 I	am	pleased	to	say	 that	even	
in	 the	 face	 of	worldwide	 financial	 challenges,	 applications	 and	
enrollments	 are	 stronger	 than	 ever,	 our	 beautiful	 campus	 is	
in	 wonderful	 condition	 and	 is	 poised	 for	 some	 noteworthy	 
future	additions,	and	fiduciary	supervision	and	strategic	planning	 
efforts for the future remain strong.

The	opening	of	the	TASIS	Elementary	School	in	September	2005 
continues	to	have	a	positive	impact	on	the	financial		performance 
of	the	School.	Growth	in	the	program’s	organization,	physical	plant 
structure,	 and	 in	 the	 allocation	 of	 space	 has	 been	 successfully	 
implemented,	 and,	 in	 spite	 of	 the	 additional	 costs	 incurred,	 a	
good	return	on	investment	was	generated	in	FY2007-2008.	The	
current	 fiscal	 year	 should	 show	 an	 improvement	 in	 the	 global	 
financial	performance	of	the	School,	partly	as	a	consequence	of	
the continued success of the Elementary School.

TASIS’	new	Headmaster,	Michael	Ulku-Steiner,	and	the	addition 
to	the	Board	of	Directors	of	three	TASIS	parents	with	significant	
business	acumen	have	brought	 fresh	perspectives	and	will	help	
continue	to	strengthen	the	positive	financial	trend	that	TASIS	 is	
currently	enjoying.	

Financial	 support	 of	 the	 School	 through	 the	 Alumni	 Annual 
Fund	 and	 the	 Parents	 Annual	 Fund	 continued	 to	 increase	 in 
2007-8.	In	addition,	we	are	very	pleased	to	report	that	the	capital 
campaign	 to	 fund	 the	 much-needed	 John	 E.	 Palmer	 Cultural 
Center	 has	 been	 successfully	 completed,	 thanks	 particularly	 to 
an	exceptional	bequest	of	2.6	Mio	USD.	Construction	is	well	under- 
way	 and	we	 look	 forward	 to	 having	 you	 join	 us	 for	 the	 grand	
opening	in	Fall	2009.

  Gianni Patuzzo, Financial Director

 Income Highlights (net increase of 19%)   Expenses Highlights (net increase of 16%)
 Enrollment increased by 9%	 	 	 	 Employee	benefits	increased	by	12%,	reaching	52%	
	 Elementary	students	increased	by	32%	 	 	 of	total	operating	costs
	 Day	students	in	HS/MS	increased	by	16%	 	 	 Operating	and	Administrative	Expenses	increased	by	13%
	 Boarding	students	decreased	by	4%	 	 	 	 Maintenance	and	Rents	increased	by	25%
 Academic fees increased by an average of 3.2%	 	 Depreciation,	Interest	and	Taxes	increased	by	151%	
 Fundraising (not included in Operating Income)	 	 (includes	exchange	rate	differences)
	 Includes	an	exceptional	bequest	receved	of	2.6	Mio	USD	     

TASIS Operating Income 
and Fundraising 
by category 2007-2008
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Annual Giving 2007-2008
Thank you to the Alumni and Parents who have generously contributed to the Alumni
and Parent annual appeals    
(PLEASE NOTE: This list only reflects gifts received during the Fiscal Year July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008)

$35,000+ 
Mr. Curtis Webster  ’75 

$5,000-10,000 
Mr. Christopher Lynn 
      
$1,500-4,999
Mrs. Kathleen Budge
Mr. Robert Cutter ’83
Mrs. Kathryn Pitner ’62
Ms. Katherine Prentice PG ’66
Mr. Peter Ziegler ’75

$1,000-1,499
Dr. Mark Burdick ’71
Mr. Paul Clegg ’85
Mr. Kenneth Koch ’73
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas and Karen Mauro 
       Alumni	Parents

Mr. Geoffrey Parker PG ’67
Mr. Robert Perkin PG ’66
Mr. Asif Rangoonwala ’76
Mr. & Mrs. Lyle & Sharon Rigg
      Former Headmaster
Ms. Gigi Sheldon ’75
Ms. Cari Wolk ’77

$500-999
Mr. Ben Bradford ’03
Ms. Campbell Burton PG ’65
Mr. Ronald Farley PG ’66
Mr. Brereton Jones PG ’00
Mr. Ned Lynch PG ’66
Ms. Patricia Oxman ’63
Mr. John Procter ’98
Ms. Theresa Thompson PG ’65
Ms. Deborah Webster ’66
Ms. Elizabeth Yates ’73
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Parents Annual Fund
$100,000+   
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Jane Grindfors 

$50,000-99,000   
Mrs. Jennifer Broggini 

$25,000-49,000   
Pioneer Hi-Bred Foundation  

$10,000-24,999   
Mr. Abdullah S. Binzagr 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrea and Gioia Bonomi  
Mr. & Mrs. Riccardo and Giusi Braglia 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Gorham
Mr. Tai Ho Ham
Mrs. Natalia Laborinskaja
Mr. Petter Neslein 

$5,000-9,999
Mr. Tony Angelini
Mr. & Mrs. Menno De Kant
Mr. Zvetan Zanev 

$3,000-4,999
Anonymous  
Mr. Dimitri Dovas 
Mr. Richard Fox  
Mr. & Mrs. Ettore and Adriana Petrini  
VF International SAGL  

$1,000-2,999
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Peter and Petra Appels
Mr. Branislav Bogicevic 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Anna Bright
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart R. and Joanna Brown 
Mrs. Christina Casas

Mr. Luis Carlos Castillo
Ms. Lisiane Gurgel Rocha
Mrs. Denise Katzman
Mrs. Antje Milhahn
Mr. Koji Omura
Mr. Francesco Padovani
Mr. Matthias Reimann-Andersen
Mr. Zaharia Schrotter 
Ms. Anna Shapovalova
Mr. Yury Ushenin
Ms. Bettina Zech

$500-999  
Mrs. Danie Akesson
Mr. Rocco Cambria
Farmacia Collina D’Oro
Mrs. Anna Maria Corso Mazzo
Mr. Kakhaber Kobakhidze

$250-499
Ms. Anne D. Kaiser PG ’66
Ms. Sharon Larkins-Pederson ’59
Mrs. Adriana Redmond PG ’91
Mr. Scott H. Whittle ’71

$1-249 
Anonymous
Ms. Mallory Agerton ’74
Ms. Randi Allfather ’73
Mrs. Linda Bassett PG ’80
Mr. Robert Blinn TSLP ’89
Mr. Willard Bunn PG ’91
Ms. Mary Rose Cafiero PG ’68
Ms. Stephanie Chang ’93
Ms. Giorgia Di Lenardo ’98
Mr. Hans Figi ’75
Mr. Gordon Golding ’73
Ms. Tisha Illingworth ’89

Dr. Alan W. Larson ’64
Mr. John Luttrell ’75
Mrs. Nina McKenna ’73
Ms. Nancy McLoughlin ’64
Mr. Christopher Muncy ’87
Mrs. Mimi Trieschmann Nesbit PG ’61
Mr. Charles E. Pannaci PG ’66
Ms. Emily Phillips SH ’64
Ms. Barbara Pierce ’74
Ms. Deborah Roberts ’81
Ms. Carolina Roman ’78
Ms. Joelle Ross ’68
Mr. John Schmidt FC ’74
Mr. Aviv Shoher TSLP ’95
Ms. Ellen Terpstra ’69
Mrs. Elaine Timbers PG ’68
Mr. Alexander Vogel ’03
Mr. William Weddleton ’75
Mr. Toby A. Zorthian FC ’70

Ms. Katie Murphy ’74
Mr. Jay Stuart Ralph
Dr. Tokuryo Yo 

$1-499 
Anonymous
Mr. Thomas Cross 
Mr. Giuseppe Grossi  
Mr. & Mrs.  Frank K. Luederitz 
Mr. David Marconi  
Mr. Igor Marfut 
Mr. Alexander Medvedev 
Mr. Carlo Mereghetti 
Mr. Andriy Novak 
Mrs. Rula Peinado 
Mr. Fernando Perez Gutierrez 
Dr. Erich Schilling 
Mr. & Mrs. Armando and Charlotte Zanecchia

Alumni Annual Fund



Giving Final List
$2,000,000+
Mr. John E. Palmer ’64

$250,000-1,000,000
Mr. Curtis Mc Graw Webster ’75
and the Curtis W. McGraw Foundation

$100,000 - 250,000
The Honorable Mrs. Holland H. Coors
Mr. Donald MacDermid ’61
Mr. & Mrs. Steven PG ’61 and Yvonne Maloney 
Mr. Robert Perkin PG ’66
VF International SAGL

$50,000-99,999
Mr. Harry Belin in Honor of Graham (Peter) Belin 
’69
Mr. & Mrs. Richard PG ’65 and Paulise Bell II 
Mr. and Mrs. John ’60 and Amy Gage 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Anne Mastain
Mr. John Pritzlaff III ’72 
          and Mrs. Mary Dell Pritzlaff
Senator & Mrs. Bola Tinubu
Mr.  & Mrs. Roberto Vaglietti

Theater Campaign
The John E. Palmer Cultural Center funding is now complete!  
Thank you to the many alumni, parents, businesses, and friends
of TASIS who helped make Mrs. Fleming’s dream a reality.

Naming list - Theater
Theater    Mr. John E. Palmer ’64
Bridge    Mr. & Mrs. Steve SH ’62, PG ’61 and Yvonne Maloney 
Terrazzo Piccolo  Ms. Jane Goldman ’74
Portico   Mr. Curtis McGraw Webster ’75
Upper Lobby  Mr. John Pritzlaff ’72 and Mrs. Mary Dell Pritzlaff
Terrazzo Grande  Mr. & Mrs. Richard (PG ’65) and Paulise Bell II
Piazza   Mr. Donald MacDermid PG ’62
Stage   Mr. Robert Perkin PG ’66
Entry Foyer  The Honorable Holland H. Coors 
Technical Booth  Mr. Curtis McGraw Webster ’75
Lights & Light Board Curtis W. McGraw Foundation
Backstage  Mr. & Mrs. John ’60 & Amy Gage 
Director’s Office  Gov. & Mrs. Bola Tinubu, Parents
Green Room  Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Anne Mastain, Parents
Dressing Rooms (2)  Mr. & Mrs. Roberto Vaglietti, Parents
Catwalks (2)  Mr & Mrs Jan ’68 & Birgitta Opsahl
   Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd & Annegret DeVos, Parents
TBD   Harry Belin In Memory of  Graham (Peter) Belin ’69
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$25,000-49,999
Mr. & Mrs. Menno De Kant
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd and Annegret De Vos
Ms. Jane Goldman ’74
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Jane Grindfors
Mrs. Alexandra Heumann Wicki ’80
Mr. & Mrs. Jan ’68 and Birgitta Opsahl 

$15,000-24,999
Mr. & Mrs. Peter and Petra Appels
Mrs. Sebnem Berker
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart R. and Joanna Brown
Mrs. Mary Crist Fleming
Mr. & Mrs. David Mair
Ms. Babs Mumma ’67
Mr. & Mrs.Hans-Joachim Schmidt

$10,000-14,999
Badrutt’s Palace Hotel St. Moritz
Mr. Feyyaz Berker
Mr. & Mrs. Riccardo and Giusi Braglia
Laborinskis Family
Ms. Theresa Thompson PG ’65
Mr. Hans Wiedemann

$7,500-9,999
Mr. Fernando Gonzalez
Mrs. Kathryn Pitner ’62

$5,000-7,499
Dr. & Mrs. Michael & Lynn ’63 Aeschliman
Bulgari Lugano
Mr. & Mrs. Massimo and Marta Catemario di Quadri
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Doyle
Mr. Christian Draz ’70 in memory of Leslie Houssells ’70
Mr. & Mrs. Massimo and Jhu Lee Fantechi
Mr. William T. Fleming ’61
Mr. & Mrs. Bill (SH ’63) and Jackie Gage
Mr. Ned Lynch PG’66
Mr. & Mrs. Ettore and Adriana Petrini
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Schorsch
TASIS Parents Association

$2,500-4,999
Mr. Sergey Atanasov
Mr. Ernest Clifford (Ford) Barrett III ’59 
        in memory of Diana Barrett
Mrs. Judy Brand ’63
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Anna Bright
Mrs. Kathleen Budge
Mr. Rocco Cambria
Mrs. Viviana Camponovo
Mr. Yau-Loi Charles Chan
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Chassagnade
Mr. Chihming Chu
Mrs. Marina Clerici
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey and Paula Danoff
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin and Peggy Dixon
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew and Jeanne Doremus
Ms. Kimberly Edwards ’98
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff and Gail Elberson
Mr. & Mrs. Sergio and Tina Ermotti
Mr. Ronald Farley PG ’66
Mr. & Mrs. Claudio and Tiziana Fiorentino 
Mr. and Mrs. Albi and Elize Geldenhuys
Mr. & Mrs. Tom and Peggy Glaser
Mrs. Kristin Jensen  in memory of Richard Jensen ’73
Ms. Nyawira Kariuki
Dr. and Mrs. Berkley Latimer
Mr. Tun-Jen Lin
Mr. and Mrs. Dominic Mauriello ’85 
        and Diane (Herman) Mauriello ’84
Mr. Dieter Metzger ’74
Mr. Demir Pekin
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$7,500-9,999
Mr. Fernando Gonzalez
Mrs. Kathryn Pitner ’62

$5,000-7,499
Dr. & Mrs. Michael & Lynn ’63 Aeschliman
Bulgari Lugano
Mr. & Mrs. Massimo and Marta Catemario di Quadri
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Doyle
Mr. Christian Draz ’70 in memory of Leslie Houssells ’70
Mr. & Mrs. Massimo and Jhu Lee Fantechi
Mr. William T. Fleming ’61
Mr. & Mrs. Bill (SH ’63) and Jackie Gage
Mr. Ned Lynch PG’66
Mr. & Mrs. Ettore and Adriana Petrini
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Schorsch
TASIS Parents Association

$2,500-4,999
Mr. Sergey Atanasov
Mr. Ernest Clifford (Ford) Barrett III ’59 
        in memory of Diana Barrett
Mrs. Judy Brand ’63
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Anna Bright
Mrs. Kathleen Budge
Mr. Rocco Cambria
Mrs. Viviana Camponovo
Mr. Yau-Loi Charles Chan
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Chassagnade
Mr. Chihming Chu
Mrs. Marina Clerici
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey and Paula Danoff
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin and Peggy Dixon
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew and Jeanne Doremus
Ms. Kimberly Edwards ’98
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff and Gail Elberson
Mr. & Mrs. Sergio and Tina Ermotti
Mr. Ronald Farley PG ’66
Mr. & Mrs. Claudio and Tiziana Fiorentino 
Mr. and Mrs. Albi and Elize Geldenhuys
Mr. & Mrs. Tom and Peggy Glaser
Mrs. Kristin Jensen  in memory of Richard Jensen ’73
Ms. Nyawira Kariuki
Dr. and Mrs. Berkley Latimer
Mr. Tun-Jen Lin
Mr. and Mrs. Dominic Mauriello ’85 
        and Diane (Herman) Mauriello ’84
Mr. Dieter Metzger ’74
Mr. Demir Pekin

Mr. & Mrs. Scott and Dianne Roe
Ms. Daniella Rondina
Mrs. Sara Rosso and Mr. Carlo Cipolini
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff and Gail Sanditen
Mr. & Mrs. Marco and Lesli Seta
Mr. Cemil Sonmez ’01
Ms. Gayle Tilles 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Waterman

$1,000-2,499
Mr. Scott Alexander PG ’66
Mr. & Mrs. Yves Bollag
Mrs. Gail Breton
Mr. & Mrs. Vinicio and Elena Cellerini
Mrs. Martha Cone ’68
Mr. Todd Fletcher
Mr. Young Joon Ham
Mr. Chuck Howell
Mr. & Mrs. Christoph and Ina Kronwitter
Nassa Donna Lugano
Mrs. Betsy Newell SH ’62
Mr. Francesco Padovani
Mr. & Mrs. Gianni A. Patuzzo
Mr. & Mrs. Mattia and Helen Penza
Mr. & Mrs. Andre and Gabriella Pesaresi
Mrs. Sarah Phelps Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle and Sharon Rigg
Ms. Ruth Russell PG ’67
Mr. John Schemmer
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley and Carol Solheim
Ms. Leslie Sosnowski ’74
Mr. Guy Tolman SH ’59
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Beril Ulku-Steiner
Ms. Deborah Webster ’66
Ms. Cynthia Whisenant
Mr. Scott H. Whittle ’71
Mrs. Valerie Youmans

$500-999
Mr. & Mrs.Rolf and Kerstin Aeberli
Mr. John Allen
Mr. Tony Angelini
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey and Kathryn Bradley
Banca BSI Lugano
Mr. Franco Campomori
Prof. Jack L. Cook
Mr. Joseph Cook ’64
Mr. & Mrs. Tom and Linda Cross
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew and Kimberly De Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. Hans ’75 and Sharon Figi
Mr. Michael Filser PG ’05
Mrs. Georgia Garuti 
Hermes
Mr. and Mrs. W.J.K. Herwegh Vonk
Mr. Timothy P. Horne 
Mr. Aaron Kaupp ’93
King Boutique
Dr. & Mrs. Frank and Mei-Ling Klein
Mr. Sang Do Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Dario and Nilda Lucchini
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Moloney
Ms. Carolyn Mowers PG ’66
Mrs. Kim Nelson
Palazzo Sasso Hotel Ravello
Pioneer Hi-Bred Intl. Inc. Foundation
Mrs.Kathy Redmond & Dr. Alberto Costa
Ms. Nadia Zoller

$250-499
Mr. Darren  Brooks
Mrs. Jessica Bunford
Mr. and Mrs. Albert and Celia Cambata
Mr. Gregory Cook ’90
Rev. Cynthia Crabtree PG ’66
Mr. Simon David ’08
Ms. Mary Dean PG ’66
Mrs. Sarah Di Lenardo
Mr. Cornelius Fischer-Zernin
Hestra Gloves
Mr. Resat Onur Imamoglu ’99
Interni Arredamenti
Mr. Roberto Marziale
Mr. Ewan Mirylees
Mr. Andriy Novak
Ms. Barbara Pierce ’74
Mr. Maurizio Romano
Mrs. Christiane Rump-Van De Velde
Shuga SA
Sir Peter Smithers
Mr. Yury Ushenin
Versace
Dr. Todor Vlajcic
Winteler & Co SA Lugano
Ermenegildo Zegna

$1-249
Abercrombie & Fitch
Mr. Kerim Kaya Aksoy ’09
Alter Ego Estetica Lugano
Mr. Eric Amundson ’90
Atel Impianti
Mr. Boris Bakovic ’85
Mr. William A. Benish
Dr. Amilcare Berra
Mr. Mahmoud Binzagr ’07
Body Look Sagl Lugano
Ms. Loring Bolger PG ’66
Mrs. Christina Bonilla Gardner
Mr. & Mrs. Theo E. Brenner
Ms. Laura Bubani TSLP ’84
Dr. Candia Camaggi CDE ’98
Mr. Giancarlo Carducci
Mrs. Gai Case ’59
Lugano Cashmere
Centro Estetico Anna Lugano
Ms. Alanna Cherry ’05
Class of 2008
Farmacia Collina D’Oro

Mr. Craig Comstock PG ’66 
Mr. A. Edward Cross
Mr. Frederick ’Fred’ Crumrine 
Ms. Stephanie De Vos ’03
Ms. Sara Dozio / Sara Li Certenago
Mrs. Laurie Ehrich ’73
Free Time Club Lugano
Fumagalli Moda SA Lugano
Ms. Cristina Gatti
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gebhardt
Mr. Norman Goldbach 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom and Julie Goodwin III
Mrs. Elizabeth Grajeda PG ’66
Ms. Jennifer Greene ’75
Mr. Marco Haefliger
Ms. Kay Hamblin
Ms. Cambron Henderson ’82
Mr. Mario Jung
Louis Vuitton
Mr. Howard Lovett
Mr. John Luttrell ’75
Mrs. Diana Madsen PG ’66
Ms. Carolina Maertens ’07
Mrs. Staci Mantegazza
Mr. Luca Marziale ’08
Mrs. Lyn McKeaney ’05
Mrs . Madelyn Messner PG ’66
Dr. Claudio Migliore
Ms. Cheryl Miller ’90
Missoni
Ms. Jane Nagashima ’07
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick T. O’Brien
Mrs. Polly Oliver PG ’66
Mr. Simon Owen Williams
Ms. Patricia Oxman ’63
Ms. Wendy Palmer PG ’66
Mr. Charles E. Pannaci PG ’66
Ms. Andrea Perfetti
Ms. Paula Peterson PG ’66 
Mrs. Dany Piantedosi
Gehri Piastrelle SA
Mr. Manuel Rodriguez
Mr. Fausto Rusca
Salvioni Interiors Lugano
Mr. Rodrigo Santos ’02
Ms. Nola Seta ’07
Ms. Mary Seyfarth PG ’66
Mr. C. Howard Stickley
Mr. Kneeland L. Taylor PG ’66
Mr. Ken Tobe ’90
Ms. Madison Truesdell ’08
Mr. Berke Ustenci ’07
Mr. Todd Van Amburgh
Dr. & Mrs. Louis Vogel
Mr. Henrik Wallberg ’90
Mr. Jonathan Walton
Ms. Stephanie Whitman ’09
Mr. Milo Zanecchia ’08



The Swiss canton of Ticino has many advantages, 
from its ideal climate and geographical location to 
its status as an international business and financial 
center. 

In	this	area	of	Mediterranean	influences	and	sub-alpine	surroundings, 
the	 inhabitants	benefit	 from	a	high	standard	of	 living,	and	high-
quality	 financial	 services	 have	 always	 been	 extremely	 important.	
Due	to	its		strategic	position	within	Switzerland	and	the	European 
Union,	 Ticino	 is	 the	 meeting	 point	 between	 the	 two	 entities,	 
culturally	and	politically.	The	most	direct	route	linking	northern	and	
southern	Europe	runs	through	Ticino	via	the	famous	St.	Gotthard	
pass.	Modern	and	efficient	road	and	rail	networks,	and	the	close	
proximity	of	the	international	airports	at	Milan,	Lugano,	and	Zurich	
mean	that	Ticino	can	be	reached	easily	from	anywhere	in	Europe	
and beyond.
 

The	 city	 of	 Lugano	 is	 an	 important	 international	 business	 and	 
financial center. This success story is the reward of a long tradition, 
which	 over	 time	 has	 seen	 small	 medieval	 villages	 transformed	
into	modern	 towns,	 bringing	 significant	 openness	 and	 progress.	 
European	 headquarters	 of	 many	 multi-national	 companies	 have	 
located here.

Ticino is also the home of a number of international research  
organisations, such as the Institute of Biomedical Research in 
Bellinzona	and	the	Cardiology Centre	in	Lugano,	and	of	academic
institutions, such as the Università della Svizzera Italiana in 
Lugano	and	the	Architecture Academy in Mendrisio. 

Guarneri del Gesù, Panette, 1737 violin, acquired by BSI AG in 2005 for the violinist Renaud Capuçon

Advertorial
TASIS	TODAY	-	44 The violinist Renaud Capuçon 

Solano Benitez & Gabinete de Arquitectura
The Unilever office at Villa Elisa (Paraguay), 2000-2001

(photo by Enrico Cano, © 2008)



Ticino: Mediterranean climate, strategic position  
and high standard of living

Thanks	to	its	geographical	and	environmental	advantages	and	excellent	infrastructure,	Ticino 
has	always	been	a	very	welcoming	place,	attracting	diverse	and	multicultural	communities.	
It	 has	 a	 large	 English-speaking	 community	 and	 many	 educational	 organisations,	 such	 as	 
TASIS.	The	new	TASIS	Elementary	School	has	attracted	companies	whose	employees	want	an	 
English-speaking	education	for	their	younger	children.

High-quality financial services
With	all	these	benefits,	Ticino	has	developed	a	strong	entrepreneurial	culture	and	standards	
of	excellence	in	the	banking	and	financial	sector.	Ticino	is	aware	of	the	importance	of	this	
sector	for	its	image	and	for	the	local	economy,	and	for	the	positive	way	it	impacts	tourism,	
commerce	and	construction.	There	are	also	positive	effects	for	the	population	of	the	entire	
region,	owing	to	the	higher	standard	of	living	and	the	support	that	the	major	banks	give	to	
cultural	initiatives.

BSI: the oldest bank in Ticino
A	leader	in	high-quality	financial	services	is	BSI,	the	oldest	bank	in	Ticino.	BSI	was	established	
in	 1873	 as	Banca	della	 Svizzera	 Italiana and has been wholly owned by the Assicurazioni 
Generali	 group	 since	 1998.	 They	 offer	 private	 and	 institutional	 clients	 tailor-made	 asset	 
management	services	using	efficient	and	sophisticated	products.	

The BSI Global Assistance for Global Taxpayers
BSI	 provides	 a	 special	 link	with	 people	who	want	 to	move	 to	 Switzerland,	 and	 especially	 
Ticino,	with	service	tailored	to	their	needs.	BSI	offers	a	distinctive		asset management service
for	“global”	taxpayers,	made	possible	by	the	special lump-sum taxation	they	enjoy.	This	
tax	regime	is	favorable	for	all	foreigners	who	want	to	live	in	Switzerland	and	it	is	an	excellent 
solution	 for	 optimising	 the	 tax	 situation.	 Depending	 on	 the	 circumstances,	 there	 can	 be	 
substantial	benefits	in	this	type	of	tax	regime,	including	no	inheritance	tax.

BSI	 has	 recently	 created	 the	 Global Assistance Desk:	 a	 skills	 center	 offering
its	clients	a	full	range	of	services.	It	co-ordinates	tax planning,	the	administrative	procedures	
involved	 in	obtaining	a	residence permit,	 the	approval	procedures	for	 lump-sum	taxation	
and	other	services	as	part	of	a	full	range	of	assistance	offered	to	clients.	BSI	can	help	navigate 
the	 often	 complex	 process	 of	 relocating	 families	 and	 businesses	 to	 Switzerland	 by	 
searching for a home, assisting with insurance and legal matters,	 providing	 advice	 on	
schooling  opportunities,	and	providing	support	in	the	social sphere, too, by offering an 
ongoing	and	360	degree	service. 

To	learn	how	BSI	can	assist	you,	contact:
Giovanni Bonetti,	First	Vice	President
Head	of	Global	Assistance	Desk	
Tel.:	+41	(0)91	809	36	27

Alessandro Simoneschi,	Project	Specialist
Collaborator,	Global	Assistance	Desk	
Tel.:	+41	(0)91	809	31	28
Email	Global	Assistance	Desk:	
globalassistancedesk@bsi.ch

Martha Argerich at the Progetto Martha Argerich 2008
© BSI_Sonja_Werner

LIAM GILLICK Woven/ intersected/ revised 2005 
©BSI Art Collection

Solano Benitez & Gabinete de Arquitectura
The Unilever office at Villa Elisa (Paraguay), 2000-2001

(photo by Enrico Cano, © 2008)



TASIS Reunions 2008-2009

Washington
September 19, 2008

Chicago 
September 6, 2008

We	had	a	wonderful	time	during	
the Class of 1998 10 Year reunion 
in	 Washington	 the	 weekend	 of	
September	19th;	though,	as	you	
can see, we brought a few more 
years under the tent to share 
the fun. 

The	photo	was	taken	at	my	home	
(which	my	wife	and	I	bought	this	
summer)	in	Alexandria,	Virginia.		
The	 weekend	 consisted	 of	 a	 
welcome	 party	 at	 the	 Procter	
house	(pictured)	on	Friday	night,	
a Saturday afternoon “Segway” 
scooter	 tour	 for	 a	 brave	 few,	
dinner	 at	 the	 Old	 Ebbitt	 Grill	
and a night out on the town in  
Washington.	 We	 wrapped	 up	
with a Sunday morning brunch.

Best,	
John	Procter

Pictured are: David Alex Jones ’98, Toby Muhlhofer ’98, Andrew Wyly ’98, Sean Kim ’99, 
John Procter ’98, Travis Belgard ’98, Taren Taylor ’98, Jessica Caparas-Hontiveros ’98, 
Hosan Kim ’97, Corinne Knudsen ’99, Veronica Liskiewicz ’98, Veronica Kennedy ’98, 
John Alipio ’98, Shermineh Jones 98, Joy Conway ’98, Kerry Murray ’99, Jason Nagashima ’01, 
Wesley Kim ’97, Richard White ’98. 
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Class of ’88 had its 20th high school reunion in Chicago, 
Illinois,	during	2008	Labor	Day	weekend	(Sept	5-7).		In	
keeping	with	TASIS	Tradition	 the	class	 took	a	cultural	
tour	of	Chicago,	visiting	various	sites	and	learning	about	
its rich architectural history. It was great to exchange 
news,	find	out	who	had	moved	where,	who	was	about	
to	get	married	or	visit	TASIS.	It	was	amazing	how	every-
one	picked	up	their	friendships	where	they	had	left	off		
--	the	boarding	experience	is	so	intense	that	its	bonds	
last for decades and can be recreated in a heartbeat. 
The	weekend	was	over	far	too	quickly!

First row (Left to Right):  Eileen Kharouba Glover, Dean Arnold, 
Penny Siddik and Firas Akrawi
Second row (Left to Right): Amy Palmer, Debbie LaRocque, 
Caroline Vaughan, Lance Lazarus, Doug Potter, Laura West 
Presnol, Don Anderson, Geleah York, Geoff Ecker and Katie 
Reiber Loughran



Tokyo
September 21, 2008
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The brand behind the brands you love.
www.vfc.com

From the left : Jo Imada ’08
Tae Sato ’00

Misako Nagase ’01
Chieko Fujishiro’00

Nobuhito Kikukawa ’95
Ayano Tsukahara ’01

Zentaro Sano’96 
Masahiro Yo ’06

Middle row: Eiji Tsuda ’96
Yukako Ishimine ’98

Naoki Nishioka ’04

Front row:
Tomomi Nagase ’02 
Shunichi Sayaki ’00
 Daniel Martin ’99

 Miwako Amano ’00

Ayano Tsukahara ’01, Bill Eichner, Chieko Fujishiro ’00Hans Figi ’75 and Bill Eichner with Alumni Parents Kumiko Hirata ’08, Masako Taguchi ’95, Reika Kato ’97

Yumiko (Yamada) Yoshino ’97 (right) with a friend



New York, November 22,  2008

Lynn Aeschliman ’63, Ned Lynch PG ’66, Robin Leech PG ’66,
Donald MacDermid PG ’62, Hans Figi ’75

Zuleika Tipismana (TASIS Alumni Assistant),
Julissa Intriago

Hans Figi ’75, Shahab Navabtehrani ’76
__________

Alison Mirylees (CDE staff), Hans Figi ’75, 
Cambron Henderson ’82, Curtis Webster ’75

Nola Seta ’07, Juliana Solheim ’07, 
Marika Anastassiadis ’07, Denise Chiang ’07

Nola Seta ’07, Bill Eichner

Paulise and Rick Bell PG ’65

Robert Perkin PG ’66,
Beth Bucciarelli
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Juan Font, Katherine Johnson ’96, Anna Josue ’00, 
Alison Thom ’00 

Mark Hansen ’02, Permele Doyle ’05, 
Elliot Doyle ’01

Liza Ciraldo ’07, Skyler Gross ’05 Grace Edinger (CDE Staff), Betsy Newell (CDE Director), 
Alison Mirylees (CDE Staff)



Cemil Sönmez ’01, Hans Figi ’75, Bugra Modoglu ’02

Hunter Rolfe ’08, James Eichner ’07, 
Cecilia Brennand Campos ’07 
and friend

Kathy Pitner ’62, Fritz Grueter ’86, Hans Figi ’75, 
Martha Meagher PG ’62

Host Ferit Sahenk ’83 and Lynn Aeschliman ’63 
cut the impressive TASIS cake with other
Turkish alumni

Aspen
February 27-March 1, 2009 
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Istanbul February 21, 2009 

Jak Bernadete ’84, Sammy Eitouni ’85,
Nuri Besen ’86, Ferit Sahenk ’83, Burak Dumrul ’84, 
Jilber Sel ’84

Bugra Modoglu ’02, Ipek Kilimci ’03, Ceren Alpay, 
Resat Onur Imamoglu ’99, Asena Ustenci ’03, 
Emre Ulasti ’03

Generous Reunion Host Ferit Sahenk ’83 presents 
Board Chair Lynn Aeschliman ’63 and Hans Figi ’75 
with his father’s book on Cappadocia

Polat Gülman ’97, Ebru Büyüksahin ’98, 
Resat Onur Imamoglu ’99, Selin Turkmen ’01

Jeanne Doremus, Sharon Figi  

A large group of alumni from 
classes as far apart as 1962 and 2008 
descended on Aspen (or should that 
be “ascended”?) to compete for 
skiing honors in the Alumni Fleming 
Cup Ski Race, the pivotal event of 
the Aspen reunion. The rest of the 
weekend was spent in convivial 
social gatherings on and off the 
piste. TASIS Aspenites attended in 
force, but others traveled in from as 
far afield as Florida and even from 
Germany. Joe ’79 and Mandy Scott  

Taya Bascom Paige ’84, 
Fritz Grueter ’86



 

Los Angeles
April	25,	2009
All-class reunion

Berlin
June	6,	2009
All-class reunion 

Fall Alumni In-pro to Tuscany 
postponed	

New York
November	21,	2009	-	All-class	reunion
Cosmopolitan	Club

Miami
January	2010,	TBD	-	All-class	reunion

Celebration for the Passion 
of Education 
May 9, 2009, Montagnola

Coming Up
Spring Arts Festival
May	14-17,	2009,	Montagnola

Class of ’99 
10th year reunion
May	29th	2009,	Lugano,	with	a	possible	
further reunion Stateside sometime later 
in	the	year.	See	facebook	page	’TASIS	CH	
Class	of	99	Reunion’	or	contact	alumni@
tasis.ch.

Commencement 2009
May 29, 2009, Montagnola

Class of ’04 - 5th year reunion
June	12-14	2009,	Lugano.	Contact	Masa	
Yo	at	yo.masa@gmail.com.

PG ’66 reunion 
October 23-30, 2009 Fountain Hills,  
Arizona, “For any or all of this time”. 
Contact Cindy Crabtree at
theclub@qwest.net	for	more	info.	

Calendar 2009

Also	see	facebook	page	’TASIS	PG	1966’	or	
email	tasis1966@gmail.com	for	discussions	on	
further	reunions	(including	the	45th	in	2011).

Class of ’69 40th year reunion
October 2009, somewhere in Hawaii. Contact 
alumni@tasis.ch.

Class of ’79 - 30th year reunion
Date	and	location	TBD.	Contact	alumni@tasis.ch

Class of ’89 - 20th year reunion
Seattle,	July	31-August	1.	See	facebook	page	
“Tasis	Lugano	Class	of	’89”	or	contact	Lori	
(Romero)	Ketter	at	loriketter@q.com

Class of 2000 - 10th year reunion 
May	2010,	Lugano,	and	possibly	another	 
reunion on the other side of the Atlantic. 
Contact	Anna	Josue	ajosue@hotmail.com	or	EB	
Baudains	ebaudains@hotmail.com	for	more	info

For more information or questions please  
contact the Alumni office at alumni@tasis.com

Buon giorno a tutti! 
Although	spread	far	and	wide,	the	TASIS	community	is	vital.	This	was	
never	so	apparent	as	when	Mrs.	Fleming	recently	passed	away.	Alumni	
phoned	and	emailed	former	classmates	and	teachers	and	word	spread	
so	quickly	 that	vast	numbers	of	 you	heard	 the	news	well	before	 this	
office sent out the “official” notice. 

The	Alumni	office	 is	 your	main	point	of	 contact	with	TASIS,	 and	we	
are	 always	 looking	 for	 ways	 to	 serve	 you.	 In	 addition	 to	 compiling 
class	news	and	photos	for	TASIS Today	and	answering	your	queries,	we	
work	on	all	facets	of	reunions	and	projects.	If	you	want	to	organize	a	
reunion	we’ll	help	you	as	much	or	as	little	as	you	wish.	We	also	love	to	
give	alumni	“VIP	tours”	of	campus	and	show	how	TASIS	has	evolved	
from	the	campus	you	once	knew.	Finally,	Zuleika	maintains	the	TASIS	
Lugano	FaceBook	page	and	we	are	thrilled	that	so	many	of	you	visit	it	
regularly.	If	you	aren’t	already	a	member,	join	“TASIS	Lugano”	today! 

The	alumni	database	is	vital	for	keeping	in	touch	with	you	on	reunions	
and	other	School	news,	and	we	need	your	help	to	keep	your	contact	 

details	 current.	 Providing	 us	 with	 your	 current	
email	 address	 not	 only	 saves	 time,	 but	 also	 
trees	 and	 money	 by	 reducing	 paper	 mailings.	
So,	 please	 send	 your	 email	 address	 to	us	NOW	
at	alumni@tasis.ch.	(Note:	if	you	did	not	receive	
our	email	message	of	MCF’s	passing,	then	we	do	
not	 have	 your	 current	 information.)	 Please	 also	
add	 alumni@tasis.ch	 to	 your	 approved	 address	
list	so	a	spam	filter	does	not	block	messages	from	
TASIS.

We	 look	 forward	 to	meeting	 you	 all	 sometime	
soon,	 one	 way	 or	 another!	 Enjoy	 this	 issue	 of	
your	Class	News.

Zuleika and Yvonne
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Yvonne Procyk Returns as the New 
Director of Alumni and Parent Programs 
It’s	a	pleasure	to	be	back	at	TASIS	after	a	break	of	two	years,	and	to	
have	 the	 familiar	 spaces	and	 faces	combined	with	 the	challenge	of	a	
new	position	as	Director	of	Alumni	and	Parent	Programs.

Some	of	you	know	me	from	my	first	term	of	duty,	but	for	those	that	
don’t, here’s a brief run-down. From 1994 to 2003 I was Headmaster’s 
Assistant,	in	the	middle	of	everything	that	went	on,	it	seemed.	After	9	½	
years	in	that	role,	and	producing	perhaps	1300	daily	bulletins,	I	moved	
into	a	role	which	had	been	tailor-made	for	me.	I	took	major	and	cultural	
events	coordination	with	me,	 left	 the	bulletins,	plane	 tickets	and	van	
keys	behind,	and	took	on	publications	coordination.	 In	2005	I	moved	
my	desk	to	Casa	Fleming	and	became	Executive	Assistant	to	Chairman	
of	the	Board	Lynn	Fleming	Aeschliman.

Although	I	had	worked	at	TASIS	for	twelve	years,	my	familiarity	with	the	
US	was	 slight	until	 I	decided	 to	move	 there	 to	
have	an	“American	Experience”.	I	lived	in	South	
Florida	for	two	years,	enjoying	my	job	as	Executive	 
Assistant with Meritas International, a young 
and	ambitious	group	of	private	schools.	The	en-
dless warm weather and the beaches were gre-
at,	and	I	loved	turning	right	on	red,	but	I	missed	
the	seasons	and	Europe,	and	finally	decided	to	
come home. 

Returning	 to	TASIS	 really	has	 felt	 like	 a	home- 
coming,	and	 I	 recommend	 it!	Hope	to	see	you	
all soon, at one of our international reunions, or 
on	campus	when	you	come	back	for	your	own	
Homecoming!

Saluti,	Yvonne,	
yvonne.procyk@tasis.ch



TASIS CH, Lugano - High School 
ALUMNI class news

63 Martin and Janni Vogt	visited	
TASIS	 this	 past	 September	 and	 had	 a	
walk	 down	memory	 lane	 during	 their	
lovely	dinner	at	Casa	Fleming	with	Lynn	
Aeschliman and the late Mrs. Fleming. 
Mr.	Vogt	said,	“My	wife	Janni	and	I	met	
at	Tasis	back	in	1961/62.	I	was	one	of	the	
first	students	when	the	school	opened 
in	Locarno	and	even	though	Janni	only	
attended	for	one	year,	we	kept	in	touch	
and	eventually	got	married	in	1967.	We	
have	two	married	daughters,	Alexandra, 
37	years	old	and	Tracy	who	is	34.	We	
also	have	2	grandchildren	with	a	third	
one	 on	 the	 way.	 They	 all	 live	 in	 the	 
Dallas/Ft.Worth	area.	I	retired	in	January 
of this year from Alcon, Inc. and am  
looking	forward	to	spending	a	lot	of	time 
with	the	grandchildren	and	splitting	our	
time	between	our	home	 in	the	Dallas/
Ft.	Worth	area	and	our	condo	 in	Park	
City,	Utah.”	1

65 Marcia McCormick Davenport
writes,	“I	have	been	an	Episcopal	priest	
now for almost 19 years, currently as 
the	 chaplain	 to	 St.	 John’s	 Episcopal 
School,	 Tampa,	 where	 my	 second	 
husband	 Bob	 Davenport	 and	 I	 live	 in	
St.	Petersburg.	My	three	children,	Tory,	
24,	Lexi,	31	and	Dylan,	almost	40,	are	
well	on	their	way	into	adulthood,	living	
in Maryland; California with my three 
grandchildren,	Maddie,	James	and	Mia;	
and	Michigan.	 Bob	 and	 I	 continue	 to	
love	all	 things	 Irish	 -	we	have	a	home	
in	Donegal	where	we	spend	every	free	
vacation	 moment,	 and	 hope	 to	 retire	
SOON	to	live.	Both	Peg	and	I	now	have	
our	Irish	citizenship.	In	my	spare	time,	I	

have	begun	a	mission	relationship	with	
the	Bishop	Masereka	Christian	Foundation, 
a	 sister	 school	 project,	where	we	 find	
sponsors	for	HIV/AIDS	orphans	in	Uganda. 
I	have	made	three	mission	trips	there	so	
far,	 and	am	working	on	 the	Board	of	
Directors	(American)	to	provide	a	whole 
child	 program.	 Look	 our	 work	 up	 at	
Bishop	Masereka	Christian	Foundation	
on	the	net!	My	Ugandan	brothers	and	
sisters	call	me	’Mama	Marcia’!		We	have 
built	 a	 library,	 renovated	 classrooms,	
provided	 shoes	 and	 school	 supplies,	
mosquito	 nets	 and	 now	 are	 working	
on bringing electricity through solar 
panels	 this	 coming	 July.	 It	 seems	 
centuries ago since we were high school 
students	at	TASIS	-	with	Mr.	Robbins	as	
the	headmaster,	but	I	still	treasure	lively	
memories, and of Mrs. Fleming, endless 
respect.	Easiest	way	to	find	me:	
marciarev@aol.com.”

66 Beatrice Maresi is	 happily	
ensconced	in	her	restored	villa	in	Lenno 
on	 Lake	 Como	 when	 not	 in	 Aspen,	
Colorado.		She	has	entertained	visitors	
from	 TASIS	 in	 Lugano,	 and	 attended	
the	reunion	in	Aspen	in	March	of	2007.		
She	would	love	to	reconnect	with	John 
Travis ’65 or any other friends from the 
class	 of	 1966.	Her	 email	 is	 cevedale@
aol.com.

69 Susan (Gentry) Cloud  got 
married	 on	 December	 23,	 2007.	 Her	
husband	 is	 William	 Rutherford.	 She	 
shares	with	us	a	picture.	2
 

71 Mark Rossow  writes, “ I am 
a	corporate	attorney	in	New	York	City	
and	 have	 been	working	 in	 the	 hedge	
fund industry for almost twenty years 
(this	 year	 was	 my	 30th	 anniversary	
of	 graduating	 from	 the	 University	 of	 
Michigan	 law	 school).	 I	 most	 recently	
was	with	Bear	 Stearns	Asset	Manage-
ment,	 of	 forlorn	memory.	 I	 live	 in	 the	
upper	 east	 side	 of	 Manhattan	 with	
my wife of sixteen years and my dog,  
Cobey.	Cobey	is	a	HUGE	black	Labrador 
who	 could	 not	 be	 sweeter.	 But	 he	 is	
the	size	of	a	small	black	bear.	All	is	very	
good	and	 I	wish	 you	all	 the	 very	best	
for 2009.

72 Penny Payakaniti Johnston  
is	 so	 happy	 she	 and	Astrid Van Der 
Putten are in touch again. Astrid is a 
very	 successful	 freelance	 conference	
interpreter.		Penny	also	keeps	in	touch	
with Glynis Engisch.  

73 Wendy Banning	reports,	“Hello
from	North	Carolina	where	 I	 continue 
to	live,	work	and	play.	My	two	youngest	
daughters, Quinn and Shelby, are  
seniors	this	year	and	deeply	engaged	in	
figuring	out	where	to	plant	their	feet	for	
college next year. My oldest daughter, 
Britton,	 is	 coaching	 swimming	 and	 
taking	some	remaining	classes	at	UNC-
Chapel	Hill.	I’m	working	as	an	educational 
consultant	training	teachers	(check	out	
my	 website	 www.learn-outside.com)	
and am also currently under contract 
writing	 a	 book	 on	 outdoor	 learning	
and early childhood and designing an  
environmental	education	center	/	learning 

farm	 for	 a	 local	 land	 conservancy.	 A	
happy	adventure	 for	me	this	year	was	
a	week	of	backpacking	in	Glacier	National	
Park	 with	 my	 fellow	 mountain	 goat	
and	 nature	 loving	 daughter,	 Quinn.	 I	
would	love	to	hear	from	Pat Murtha, 
Andrea Simitch, Don Ingraham,  
Marilyn Moore, Wendy Hollinger, 
Anita Cataldo and anyone else from 
the	old	crew!”	3 

74 Angela (Cherry) Winslow  and
her	 three	 daughters	 were	 in	 Lugano	
recently and had a wonderful time  
visiting	Morcote	among	other	places.	4
•	 Betsy (Morss) Byrne writes, “My 
mum	 Jessie	 passed	 away	 just	 before	
Thanksgiving	last	year.	Quite	a	woman	
and	quite	a	life.	81	wonderful	years	full	
of	 love,	 spit	 and	 vinegar!	 A	 very	 rare	
disease grabbed her in the end and 
we	must	say	it	was	a	difficult	and	very	
unsatisfying way to say good-bye. I also 
lost	 my	 brother	 Terry	 in	 January.	 He	 
fought	 bravely	 after	 being	 diagnosed	
with	 pancreatic	 cancer	 and	 while	 we	
had	 a	 good	 year	 traveling	 with	 and	
spending	 as	 much	 time	 as	 we	 could	
with him, in the end he was unable to 
fight	it	any	longer.	God	bless	them	both	
and any of your family and friends who 
you	may	have	lost	and	are	now	blessed	
with	 your	 prayers	 and	 ours.	 To	 top	 it	
off,	 we	 also	 lost	 our	 golden	 retriever,	 
Winston,	this	month.	He	was	a	wonder-
ful,	devoted	companion	for	12	years.	5  
Meanwhile,	Kelly	and	Drew	continue	to	
move	 forward	 (the	 next	 generation!).	
Andrew	graduated	from	the	University	
of	Colorado	this	summer,	is	back	home,	
working	 at	 a	 restaurant	 and	 contem-
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plating	his	next	move.	Kelly	graduates	
magna cum laude from nursing school 
this	month	and	will	likely	be	practicing	
in	Philadelphia	come	the	new	year.	Why	
Philly	 you	 ask?	 Jason,	 her	 significant	
other	of	6	years	 is	completing	his	2nd	
year	of	medical	school	in	Philly	at	Drexel	
University.	Looks	like	we’ve	got	medical	
coverage	as	we	approach	our	dotage.	
OK	with	that!”	•	We	apologize	to	Kent 
Oztekin	 for	 last	 issue’s	mishap.	There	
was	a	printing	error,	in	which	his	picture 
was	 replaced	 with	 Sharon Larkins-
Pederson ’59.	Sorry	Kent!	6

75 Craig Bond 	writes,	“We	have	
been	 living	 in	 Denton,	 Texas	 for	 the	
past	12	years.	I’m	still	working	as	a	Civil	 
Engineer	for	a	firm	in	Fort	Worth.	Our	
son,	Jason,	is	in	his	second	year	at	South- 
western	 College	 in	 Winfield,	 Kansas.	
He	plays	on	the	soccer	team	(NAIA)	and	
wants to be a history teacher/soccer  
coach.	Our	daughter,	Kayla,	is	a	junior	
at	Ryan	High	School.	She	 just	 finished	
up	 her	 varsity	 volleyball	 season.	 They	
had a good season and made it to  
conference,	but	got	knocked	out	early. 
But	 it	 was	 still	 an	 exciting	 ride.	 My	
wife,	Terri,	works	part	 time	for	a	 local	 
irrigation	consultant,	and	stays	very	busy	
with	PTA	functions	and	keeping	up	with	
our daughter. I saw my brother Steve 
Bond ’76	 over	 Thanksgiving.	 He	 and	
his wife and two boys are doing well. 
They	 are	 still	 living	 in	 Tampa,	 Florida 
where	 they	 have	 been	 the	 last	 15	 or	
so	years.	I	can	be	reached	at	ccbond@ 
wilsonco.co” 7 
•Joey Husband writes “I graduated
from	 LSU	 with	 a	 BS	 in	 Chemical	 
Engineering where I met my wife  
Robin.	While	 at	 university	 I	 continued	
to	 play	 a	 lot	 of	 rugby	 football	 in	 the	
US	 and	 overseas.	 I	 went	 to	 work	 for	
Schlumberger right out of school as a 
field	 engineer	 and	 spent	 the	 next	 20	
years	 in	 various	 technical,	 marketing,	
and	 operations	 roles	 in	 Alaska,	 South	
America,	Asia,	and	the	Gulf	of	Mexico.	
We	had	three	children	along	the	way,	
and	they	got	to	experience	a	couple	of	
coups	(Indonesia	and	Venezuela),	many	
great cultures, and 15 different homes 
before	we	moved	back	to	the	States	the	
last time in 2004. I retired from Schlum-
berger	 that	 year	 and	 went	 to	 work	
for	 Parker	 Drilling	 Company	 running 
their	 global	 business	 development	
from Houston. I guess I was a little too 
passionate	about	a	couple	of	our	new	
projects	for	the	North	Slope	of	Alaska,	

and	my	 company	 asked	me	 to	 return	
to	 the	place	 I	 started	 in	 the	oilfield	 to	
run	 our	 new	 subsidiary	 there.	 We’re	
designing and building new generation 
drilling rigs that can drill so far from a 
stationary	 location	 we	 don’t	 have	 to	
build	infrastructure	offshore,	can	avoid	
whale	migrations,	 and	 protect	marine 
wildlife ecosystems. My two oldest  
children	are	both	married	and	I	have	my	
first	 grandbaby	 already!	Our	 youngest	
son	Cameron	is	12	and	isn’t	quite	ready	
for	boarding	school	yet.	We	have	two	
homes, one in Houston and the other in 
Anchorage,	and	I	spend	a	lot	of	time	on	
airplanes.”	8

76 Lorri Fien  writes, “My husband 
Phil	 and	 I	 had	 a	 wonderful	 time	 in	 
February	2008	at	the	70’s	reunion	in	Las	
Vegas.	It	was	exciting	to	see	classmates	
I	hadn’t	seen	in	over	30	years	and	make	
new	friends.	A	big	thanks	goes	out	to	
the	reunion	committee	for	putting	it	all	
together. My husband almost missed 
the reunion dinner because he was 
doing	 so	well	 in	 a	 poker	 tournament.		
We	also	had	a	night	on	our	own	and	
saw	 Cirque	 du	 Soleil’s	 “O”.	 It	 was	 
absolutely	 fabulous	 (wink	 to	 PK).	 I’m	
looking	 forward	 to	 the	 next	 reunion	
or	get-together.	In	mid-July	I	joined	my	 
sister’s	family	while	they	were	vacationing 
in	Kodiak,	Alaska.		It	was	my	first	trip	to	
Alaska	and	second	time	fishing.	I	had	a	
spectacular	time	with	my	two	nephews,	
ages	8	and	10,	enjoying	the	outdoors.	
However,	 I	 never	got	used	 to	 the	 sun	
setting	around	midnight.	I	even	caught	
two	rock	fish	one	night.	My	brother-in-
law	 and	 nephews	 are	 real	 fishermen.	
They	 caught	 over	 250	 lbs.	 of	 salmon,	
halibut	and	rock	fish	in	a	week	which	we	 
all	brought	back	as	our	checked	luggage. 
Sad	to	say	we’ve	eaten	the	last	of	our	
Alaskan	catch.	Phil	and	 I	are	still	 living	
in	Walnut	 Creek,	 CA.	 I’m	working	 as	
a	 litigation	 paralegal	 for	 an	 insurance	 
defense	firm	in	Emeryville.	Phil	works	as	a 
neonatal	intensive	care	nurse	in	Berkeley. 
His	10	year	old	son	visits	us	frequently 
and	 often	 plays	 with	 my	 nephews.		
Hope	this	year	brings	good	fortune	to	
you	all!”	
•Ray Messinger	quit	his	 job	with	the	
Jet	 Propulsion	 Lab	 in	 Pasadena	where	
he	 was	 working	 on	 the	 James	Webb	
Space	Telescope,	Mars	Science	Lab	and	
other	space	missions.	He	is	now	back	in	
Saudi	Arabia	working	for	Aramco.	
•Bob Armantrout and his wife, Camille,
	relocated	to	rural	North	Carolina	a	year	

ago to focus their energy on food, not 
fuel.	They	live	in	a	small	community	of 
farmers,	teachers	and	fuel	makers.	Their 
objective	with	this	latest	move	is	to	make 
a transition from biodiesel to sustainable 
agriculture.	Two	of	Bob’s	three	daughters 
are	 in	 college;	 Emily	 at	 University	 of	
Colorado-Boulder,	 Bob’s	 alma	 mater,	
and	Amy	at	San	Diego	State.	His	third	 
daughter,	Molly	 is	 a	 high	 school	 sopho- 
more	in	Colorado.	All	three	are	happy,	
healthy	 and	 enjoying	 life.	 Bob	 is	 an	
adjunct	instructor	at	the	local	community 
college. He taught biofuels this fall, and 
will	be	teaching	a	class	on	biointensive	
gardening	this	spring.	Bob	and	Camille	
both	work	part	 time	at	Piedmont	Bio-
fuels. Camille trains horses on the side 
with	 the	 goal	 of	 hitching	 up	 a	 draft	
team for farm use. They are rich in com-
munity and luxuriate in an abundance 
of local food from three local farms and 
Bob’s	prolific	container	gardens.	9 
•	Mohssen Ghiassi met with Angelo
Piattini	on	his	trip	to	Lugano	this	summer.	10

77 Jill (Guida) Dorsett writes, 
“I	 am	 married	 and	 living	 in	 Marietta,	 
Georgia.	 	 My	 husband,	 Chuck,	 owns	
his	 own	 leather	 business	 (www. 
dorsetthouse.com)	and	works	out	of	our	 
basement.	He	 is	 the	 knight	 in	 shining	 
armor	on	his	website.	I	work	for	Karl	Storz	
Endoscopy-America,	Inc.		My	son,	John 
Roberson,	 is	 a	 senior	 at	 the	University	
of	Georgia	and	is	a	very	talented	artist.	 
I	 have	 been	 enjoying	 being	 in	 touch	
with	classmates	on	Facebook	thanks	to	
Toni	Perreira.	
• Parviz Shahrokhi recently was in 
touch with the alumni office and sent a 
family	picture.	11 
•	Armando Droulers	is	living	in	South	
Miami.	 He	 would	 like	 to	 get	 back	 in	
touch	 with	 former	 headmaster,	 Peter	
Stevens.	12
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where they are in the world?  Then send us your news and photo 
too, for the next issue of TASIS Today Magazine!
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TASIS alumni events around the world and your alumni  
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78 Cora Wen writes, “After many 
years	 as	 a	 corporate	 banker	 with	 US	
Bank	and	Lockheed	Martin	as	a	client,	
I	 left	 to	 pursue	my	 passion,	 and	 have	
been teaching yoga full time since 2000. 
Doing	 something	 I	 love	 and	 travelling	
around	 the	 world,	 bringing	 groups	
to	 India,	 Indonesia,	 Cambodia,	 Brazil	
and	 other	 parts	 of	 Central	 and	 South	
America has been a dream come true. 
I train teachers and students across the 
US	 and	 Canada	 in	 yoga	 therapeutics, 
and	work	with	chronic	and	acute	injuries 
and	illnesses.	I	am	grateful	for	a	simple	
and	happy	lifestyle	and	look	forward	to	
seeing	some	of	you	at	the	next	reunion!	
If you want to get in touch with me, 
please	 go	 to	 www.corawen.com	 and	
send	me	a	note.	I’d	LOVE	to	hear	from	
y’all!” 13 
•Laney (Sproat) Pitt	 reports,	 “I	 am	
still	living	in	Florida	and	working	in	real	
estate.	Yes,	with	this	market	you	should	
all	feel	sad	for	me!	I	still	keep	in	touch	
with Heidi (Nickels) Pace and got to 
see Shari (Sexton) McNerney this fall 
at our ’other’ high school reunion. 4 of 
our	 5	 kids	 are	 now	 adults	 (scary)	 and	
only one left at home in high school. I 
have	such	fond	memories	of	TASIS	and	
hope	all	my	old	friends	are	well.”	
•Valerio Leone writes, “After I 
graduated	in	1978	I	immediately	started	
to	work	on	my	family	company,	produ-
cing children’s bicycles. In the first 4 
years	 I	 travelled	around	the	world	and	
started to race with a single sitter car in 

the	Italian	Championship.	In	1983	I	had	
to	stop	racing	and	start	working	more	
seriously	 as	 the	 company	 grew	 to	 a	
much	higher	level.	In	1988	I	got	married 
and	had	 2	 great	 children	 (17	 the	 boy	
and	14	the	girl).	I	got	a	helicopter	license 
and	took	on	other	activities	such	as	scuba 
diving	 and	motorcycle	 riding.	 In	 1997	
I started racing again on endurance 
races	with	sports	and	touring	cars,	then	
again with single sitter cars. There are 
obviously	 many	 other	 things	 I	 have	
done in my life, but too long to write 
them here.”

80 Graham Bonnet	 reports,	 “I	
live	 in	 Galveston	 and	 had	 to	weather	 
Hurricane	Ike.	We	had	a	lot	of	damage	
to our house and lost 2 cars, but we are 
rebuilding	and	we	will	be	okay.	All	my	
cats	survived	the	storm.	Thank	you	for	
all	 the	emails	and	calls.	 I	 look	forward	
to	 the	 next	 reunion.	 Peace	 and	 Love,	
Graham.”

81Nounou Taleghani writes, “I 
am	currently	living	in	NYC.	I	am	on	fa-
culty at Cornell Medical School, both in 
an	administrative	capacity	in	the	Office	
of	the	Dean,	Academic	Affairs,	as	well	
as	a	clinician	at	New	York	Presbyterian	
Hospital.	I	started	working	for	Cornell	a	
few years ago when they were building 
their	branch	campus	overseas	in	Qatar.	
I	was	the	Associate	Dean	in	Qatar,	and	

was	recruited	back	to	the	New	York	City	
campus	 after	 that	 project.	 I	 still	 have	
my	home	 in	Palo	Alto,	California,	and	
maintain	 a	 personal	 and	 professional 
relationship	 with	 Stanford	 Medical	
School,	where	I	trained	and	worked	for	
10 years. I am in e-mail contact with 
Mastaneh Afkham Ebrahimi ’77 
who	 lives	 in	 Iran.	 I	 have	 also	 been	 in	
touch with Tana (Bertram) Rothblatt 
(my	old	roommate).	She	lives	in	California	
as	well,	but	we	have	not	had	a	chance 
to	 meet	 up	 as	 she	 is	 in	 Southern	 
California.” 
•	 Shahin Zamini	 still	 works	 for	 an	
aviation	 company	 in	 MA.	 He	 was	 
recently	in	Vienna,	Austria. 14

82 Gretchen Schaefer is still in 
Bellaire	Ohio.	She	is	trying	to	find	John 
Rohland ’83 and Darryl Bartlett and 
Kitty Vanhijfte. Her email address is 
sfarm@wildblue.net.	
•	 Terri (Engelman) Rhoads	 lives	 in	
Chicago, Illinois. She is married and has 
2 boys.

84 Eloise (Booker)  Hayes writes, 
“Well	 it	 is	 hard	 to	 believe	 that	 I	 have	
been	married	 for	 over	 20	 years	 now!		
My	 husband,	 Steve,	 and	 I	 celebrated	
our	 20th	 wedding	 anniversary	 with	 a	
cruise	to	Mexico.	Friends	kept	our	kids	
for	us	and	we	were	able	to	have	a	great	
5	days	away!	 I	 remain	a	 stay-at-home	

mom,	managing	my	kids’	schedules	and	
maintaining	our	home.		I	have	become	
a	“gym	 rat”	working	out	5-6	 times	 a	
week.		I	volunteer	at	my	kids’	school	a	
few	times	a	week	and	am	very	active	in	
my	church.		We	are	still	living	in	Idaho 
(for	 the	 last	 16	 years	 now)	 and	 visit	 
family	in	Texas	at	least	once	a	year.		Not	
much	else	to	report....just	love	being	a	
busy	mom!
My sister, Edith (Booker) Hancock, is 
still single since becoming a widow 14 
years	ago.		She	and	her	three	kids	live	in	
Texas	where	she	works	as	a	pastry	chef,	
catering desserts for local restaurants 
and	personal	orders.” 15 
•	Tom Litle	 is	 loving	 life	 in	Newbury-
port,	 MA	with	 his	 wife	 Kim	 and	 two	
sons	Tommy	and	Nicholas.

85 Karen (Torres) Knutson  says, 
“My	husband	Pat	and	I	live	in	Chicago	
now	and	have	 two	girls	 Emily,	9,	 and	
Lindsay,	8.		We	got	married	in	Chicago	
in	1994	and	since	moved	 to	Northern	
Indiana	and	then	to	Indianapolis	before 
moving	 here.	 We	 have	 taken	 a	 few	
trips	 to	 Colorado	 and	 were	 fortunate	
to see Holly Counter ’88 and Dominic 
Mauriello	 and	 get	 caught	 up.	 I	 have	
also been in touch with Joanna Moore
and can’t wait to see her and her  
family!	Pat	and	 I	were	able	 to	go	and	
see	 Lugano	 and	 the	 old	 stomping	
grounds	in	1998	and	we	would	love	to	
go	back	soon.		If	anyone	is	ever	in	the	
Chicago	area,	please	let	me	know!”	
•	Libby Bingham	is	married	and	living	
in	Washington,	DC.	16

86 Denise Mobley flew down to 
Houston	to	surprise	Maggie (Hammad)
Boyle  for her 40th birthday. Her husband
Jeff Boyle	 threw	 her	 a	 great	 party,	
right	 down	 to	 the	 80s	 band!	 	 Denise	
is	 still	practicing	 law	 in	Maryland	part- 
time,	doing	a	 lot	of	volunteer	work	at	
her	 son	 Sam’s	 school,	 and	 spending	
time	with	her	twins,	Jack	and	Maddie,	
before	 they	 head	 off	 to	 kindergarten	
next year.  

87 Jennifer Wraspir tells us, “This 
last year has been insanely busy for me. 
This	year	I	decided	to	make	a	difference 
in	 the	 world.	 I	 walked	 in	 the	 Breast	
Cancer	3	day	/	60	mile	walk	and	raised 
$6,700	for	breast	cancer	 research	and	
education. I started training in late  
January	 with	 my	 team.	 We	 clocked	
over	 2500	 training	miles	 between	 the	
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•	 Geleah (Free) York and her 
husband,	Dave,	had	 their	 second	 little	
girl,	Parker,	who	is	8	months	old	now.	
They	 split	 their	 time	 between	 Seattle	
and	 Scottsdale.	 When	 in	 Seattle	 they	
are	living	the	city	life	and	Geleah	spends	
time with her TASIS friends on a regular 
basis.	They	also	enjoyed	seeing	everyone 
at the Chicago reunion. 
• Firas Akrawi	 is	 living	in	Miami,	and	
visited	the	TASIS	campus	in	late	November 
with	 his	 new	 bride,	 Elsie.	 He	 enjoyed	 
seeing	the	changes	on	the	TASIS	campus 
and	catching	up	with	long-time	faculty	
Howard	Stickley,	Mark	Aeschliman	and	
Cynthia	Whisenant.

89Lara De Vido shares, “I am still in 
NY	and	working	for	the	same	company.	
My daughter turned 1 in October and 
is	running	around	like	crazy.	As	usual,	I	
am in touch with Toni (Clayton) Hine 
and Danielle Fidler and see them 
pretty	often.	 In	 late	October	 I	went	to	
Miami for a conference and saw April 
(Garren) Pritchard. It was really great
to	see	her	after	so	long	and	catch	up.	
She	 now	 has	 three	 boys!	 Through	 
Facebook	 I	have	been	 in	 touch	with	a	
few classmates that I hadn’t heard from 
in a while, including Beatriz Raguan 
and Tisha Illingworth. 20
	 •	 Lori (Romero) Ketter and her 
husband	 Zack	 just	 had	 their	 second	
child	 in	 November,	 a	 little	 girl	 named	
Brooklynn	 Rey.	 Lori	 changed	 careers	
and	just	graduated	from	nursing	school 
in	 December.	 She	 plans	 to	 work	 in	 

Labor	 and	 Delivery.	Debbi LaRocque 
’88, Leslie (Coen) Harris, and Geleah
(Free) York ’88 all made it to her 
graduation.	Lori	had	a	nice	visit	with	Don 
Anderson ’88 when he was in town 
over	 Thanksgiving	 and	 had	 a	 chance 
to	 finally	 meet	 his	 lovely	 wife,	 Lisa.	
Lori	 has	 also	 been	 in	 touch	 with	 
Jessica Marsh	who	is	living	and	working
in	Vegas	as	an	attorney.	21
•Leslie (Coen) Harris	and	Darrell	have	
a	 little	 boy	 who	 is	 2	 now.	 Leslie	 just	 
enrolled	 for	 classes	 to	 pursue	 more	 
education on interior design. She  managed 
a	showroom	for	a	flooring	company	and 
plans	 on	 doing	 independent	 consulting 
in	the	future.	So,	if	you	need	help	with	
your	decor,	give	Leslie	a	call!	
•Angela (Niswander) Ryan graduated
from	the	University	of	Central	Florida.	22
•	 Cricket Cooley graduated from 
Colombia	 University	 with	 a	 degree	 in	
American studies and education. She is 
now a humanities teacher. 23

90 Cindy Sampat-Kuijpers tells
us,	 “Last	 January	 I	 gave	 birth	 to	 my	 
second	daughter.	Her	name	is	Lexi.		Her	
sister	 Chelsea	 is	 very	 proud.	 I	 still	 live	
in	Belgium	and	I	have	a	wonderful	life	
with my husband and daughters. My 
husband	has	his	own	building	company	
and	 I	work	with	 children.	 I	would	 like	
to	send	everybody	my	best	wishes.”	24
•	Linus O’Brien	writes,	“My	wife,	Yukiko
and	I	continue	to	raise	our	little	boy,	Elvis. 
I had the good fortune of going to  
Sapporo	to	visit	Ken Tobe and his family. 

I	discussed	our	plans	for	the	next	great 
breakfast	 cereal	 and	 hung	 out	 with	
his	 daughter,	 Lulu,	 who	 pretty	 much	
ignored	 me	 until	 I	 tried	 to	 speak	 
Japanese	to	her.	The	Tobes	are	all	well	
and	are	expecting	another	baby	girl	any-
time	now.	Ken	will	have	three	women 
in	his	life,	we	wish	him	luck.”	25

91 Chris Cardona finished his 
doctorate	 in	 political	 science	 at	 UC	
Berkeley,	and	got	a	new	job	in	philan-
thropy	 consulting.	 He	 recently	 judged	
the	animal	costume	competition	at	the	
Dutchess	County	Fair	(sheep	dressed	as	
a	panda,	blue	ribbon).

92 Samira Anne Salman and 
Dilek (Moore) Jensen ’92 left her 
corporate	 tax	 attorney	 job	 at	 Shell	Oil	
Company	to	open	Salman	Solutions	-	a	
strategic	planning	and	international	bu-
siness	development	company.		She	lives	
in Houston, TX. 
•	Rei Inamoto writes, “My wife Amy 
and	I	welcomed	the	birth	of	baby	Jasper	
Kai	Inamoto	on	June	16,	2008.		Jasper	
was 8 lbs 1 oz at birth, and is getting 
bigger	every	day.		He	melts	our	hearts	
and	 we	 are	 enjoying	 every	 moment	
with	 the	 little	one.	Thanks	 for	all	 your	
love	and	well	wishes.		We	hope	Jasper	
will get to meet you all soon.” 26  
•	Phyllis Jasper	recently	went	to	Khao	
San	Road.	She	shares	a	picture.	27
 

three	of	us	in	preparation	for	the	three	
days	 (oh	 and	we	 -	 as	 a	 team	 -	 raised	
$21,000).	What	an	amazing	experience. 
It	was	hard	 to	believe	 that	 the	3	days	
and	the	60	miles	passed	so	quickly,	but	
it	did	and	I’m	so	very	proud	to	say	I	did	
it. And I did it with no real blisters to 
speak	of.		I’m	still	working	as	a	project	
manager	for	a	small	UK	based	company	
who	does	work	for	Microsoft.	I’ve	made	
contact with some old TASIS friends this 
year	 thanks	 to	 Facebook:	 Jorga den 
Ouden and Martin Pearce ’90 are both 
doing fantastically well, it seems.” 17
	•Julie (Greenseid) Levy is	still	working	
as	a	 speech	 language	pathologist	 in	a	
subacute rehabilitation center about 5 
minutes from her home in Marblehead, 
Massachusetts. Her husband Michael is 
a business analyst and their two boys 
are	in	preschool.	Jacob	is	4	½	and	Eli	will	
be	2	in	the	end	of	January.	They	spent	
a	 last	 minute	 few	 days	 in	 New	 York	
City	 over	 Thanksgiving	 weekend	 and	
the	boys	were	amazed	by	Times	Square	
and	being	in	a	taxi!!		They’d	love	to	see	
anyone	who	wants	to	venture	up	to	the	
Boston	area.	18
	 •	Marella (Den Ouden) Verhagen 
met with Geoff Ecker	while	travelling	
through	Europe.	They	met	 for	Sunday	
breakfast	at	Amsterdam	Central	Station	
in	the	Netherlands.	19

88 Debbie La Roque	is	still	working
at	Boeing	 in	Renton,	Washington	and	
doing	well.	She	enjoyed	seeing	everyone 
at the reunion in Chicago. 
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•	 Lexie (Smart) Mouton is married 
and	has	a	daughter,	 Juliana	who	 is	5,	
and a son, Carter, who is 2 and a half. 
28
•	Hansoo Lee recently attended the 
all class reunion in Seoul with Swiss  
Learning,	 and	 was	 there	 as	 a	 TASIS	 
representative	 29

93 John Newman	and	his	wife		Ivana
are	expecting	a	baby	in	December.
•	Peter Rojas	and	his	wife	Jill	had	a	baby
boy	in	August.	His	name	is	Peter	Rojas	IV. 
•	 Jenn Saez	 is	 expecting	 her	 second	
baby.	She	had	Ruby	a	couple	of	years	
ago.	She	lives	in	Portland	but	is	planning	
to	move	to	Florida	next	year.	
•	 Stephen Surpless	 moved	 back	 to	
Lugano	to	work	for	a	hedge	fund.	He	
and	his	wife	Isabella	just	had	their	first	
baby, a girl. 
•	Cristina Rigamonti is still in Milan 
working	in	the	fashion	industry.	
•	Loretta McPheeters	is	currently	working
as	 a	 physician	 assistant	 in	 Phoenix,	 
Arizona	in	the	family	practice.	30 
•	 Dina Barrada transferred with 
the	 Four	 Seasons	 Hotels	 and	 Resorts 
from	 Cairo	 to	 Santa	 Barbara.	 She	 is 
now a restaurant manager at the Four 
Seasons	 Biltmore	 in	 Santa	 Barbara. 
She went to San Francisco to see 
 Alice Cotton, ’92. 31
•	Fernanda Pires	is	married	and	living	
in	Sao	Paulo	Brazil.	She	recently	had	a	
beautiful baby boy. 32 
•	Hiroko (Ogawa) Otsuki wrote to us 
recently	and	sent	a	picture	of	some	old	
time TASIS friends. 33

	 •	Kiara (Kim) Mandeville-Hammer 
says,	“I	met	up	with	Cristina Rigamonti
and	Bill	 Eichner	 in	 Lugano	 in	 July.	We	
met	Bill	at	TASIS	and	toured	the	much	
changed	 campus,	 then	 headed	 into	
town	to	reminisce	some	at	Pizza	Mary.		
I was on a family holiday to Switzerland 
and	 Germany	 with	 my	 husband,	 
Bryan,	and	two	children	Armani	(3)	and	
India	(2).	We’ve	been	living	in	Brussels,	 
Belgium	for	the	last	2	years	now.	Thanks 
to	Facebook,	I’ve	gotten	back	in	touch	
with many TASIS friends, but for those 
of	you	that	don’t	use	Facebook,	I’d	love 
to	 hear	 from	 you	 at	 kianamandeville 
@hotmail.com.	 We’ve	 also	 another	 
announcement	 to	 make:	 We’ll	 be	 
expecting	our	3rd	in	May	2009!”	34

94 Anthony Gibson	 is	 living	 in	
Switzerland.	His	son,	TJ,	is	5	years	old,	
and	his	daughter,	Princess,	was	due	in	
September.	•	Michael Wilson is now 
editor in chief of La	Cucina	Italiana and 
is	living	in	NYC.

95 Julie (Junker) Anderson is still 
living	in	Charlotte,	NC	and	staying	home	
with	 her	 three	 young	 boys!	 She	 had	
her	 third	 son	 on	 September	 5th.	 She	
recently	 met	 up	 with	 Zeina Barkawi
and Nick Pijerov in Charlotte. 35
•	Lizzie Jarvis	is	now	the	proud	mother
of	two!	Frank,	brother	to	Ella,	was	born	
on	 13th	 September.	 Lizzie	 also	 got	 
married	 in	 July.	 She	 continues	 to	
grow	her	coaching	business	and	 looks	 

forward to the new year ahead. 
•	Rick Mack got married in May 2008. 
He	has	a	job	as	an	assistant	professor	of	
graphic	design	at	USC	Upstate	 (South	
Carolina).	His	new	hobby	is	fixing	up	an	
old	Vespa	(ss180).	
•	 Melissa (Matthews) Eastlake 
writes,	“I	just	recently	took	a	five	week	
vacation	 to	 Hong	 Kong,	 Italy,	 Rio,	 
Colombia and Miami. In Miami I finally 
met	 up	 with	Michele Rayman, who 
was one of my closest mates at TASIS 
in	 ’95.	 I	 am	now	back	 in	 Sydney,	 still	
working	in	IT.	I	still	keep	in	touch	with	
a	lot	of	TASIS	people	and	Facebook	has	
certainly made it easy to find them.” 36
•	Margo McClimans	tells	us,	“I	make	
my	 living	 with	 two	 parallel	 careers;	
as	 an	 executive	 coach	 (http://www. 
coachingwithoutborders.com)	and	as	a	
marble	&	granite	import/export	consultant	
(http://www.intlstoneconsultancy.com).	
I	 facilitate	 leadership	 and	 intercultural	
training	 programs	 for	 multinational	
companies	around	the	world.	I	also	act	
as	adjunct	faculty	at	the	MBA	program	
in Asolo, Italy teaching courses for Italian 
executives.	 I	 am	 currently	 working	 on	
marble	and	granite	projects	 for	 clients	
in California, Canada, France and Saudi 
Arabia	 and	 living	 with	 my	 boyfriend	 
Nicola	in	Asolo.”

96 Ali Cem Sonmez had a baby 
boy named Alican. 
•	Umut Ozkanca	married	Fulya	Tokgoz	
in August of 2008. 
•	Sara Conklin	is	still	in	NYC	working	

at	Cipriani’s	and	studying	wine.	
•	 Sarah (Huisentruit) Orye married 
Josh	 Orye	 in	 Castelvecchio,	 Italy	 on	 
September	20th.	She	is	currently	working 
as	 the	 Education	 Director	 for	 the	 
Creative	&	Innovative	Economy	Center	at	
the	George	Washington	University	Law	
School	 in	Washington,	DC.	Sarah	and	
her	 boys	 Eros	 and	Dante	 (Rottweilers) 
live	 in	Washington	but	she	 is	eager	to	
move	in	with	her	husband	who	lives	in	
Hoboken,	NJ.	37 
•	Toshie Yamashiro writes, “On 4th 
of October, we had a small but fantastic 
wedding	in	Krabi,	Thailand	at	this	resort	
called	 Centara.	 Brad	 and	 I	 chose	 this	
place	for	the	beautiful	scenic	setting	it	
offered,	with	a	private	beach	and	rocks	
in	 the	 background.	 THANKFULLY,	 it	 
turned	out	to	be	a	perfect	day,	with	not	
so	hot	weather	yet	sunny.	Representing	
my oldest friends, some TASIS friends 
flew	in	from	Japan,	Taiwan	and	all	over	
the	place	to	attend	our	wedding.	Tara 
(Sinfield) Hawkins ’95 came from 
Edmonton, Canada with her husband. 
I hadn’t seen her since her wedding in 
2002	(I	think),	so	it	was	great	to	catch	up	
with her after all these years. They were 
out holidaying for a while so we got 
to	spend	some	time	together	after	the	
wedding madness. She has 2 beautiful 
girls	now	and	 I	hope	to	meet	them	in	
the future. Nobu Kikukawa ’95, Lin 
’94, Yuchen, Harris Ma ’95, Dan  
Inamoto and his girlfriend all attended 
our	wedding	and	met	up	few	days	before 
in	 Phuket	 and	 enjoyed	 an	 in-pro	 style	
holiday together. Helen (Lee Kwok) 
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here,	being	able	to	travel	and	having	a	
relatively	relaxed	work-life.	Hopefully,	it	
stays that way.” 38 
•	Masha Tivyan	 is	doing	stand-up	 in	
LA	 and	 NYC	 and	 writing	 a	 half-hour	 
pilot.	www.mashativyan.com.	
•	Will Reed	 is	 living	 in	 Houston,	 TX	
with	 his	wife	Michelle.	Work	 is	 going	
well,	 and	 he	 is	 now	 president	 of	 the	 
company,	SPPRE,	and	very	busy	growing	
the	company.	No	kids,	just	a	3	yr	old	cat	
which	keeps	them	busy	enough.

 97 Bener Sahin and his brother 
Umit	Sahin,	’98	are	living	in	Milano.	
•	Abdurrahman Cakar and his wife 
are	living	happily	in	Bursa.	
•	 Su Ling Gyr says, “I am currently 
living	 in	 Berlin.	 I	 moved	 from	 London	
in	 August.	 I	 am	 having	 a	 wonderful	
time	meeting	 lots	of	great	people	and	
working	 on	 setting	 up	 an	 event	 for	
my mother’s 2009 exhibition called 
’My	China’.	I	am	also	helping	my	new-
found	Swedish	love	with	setting	up	his	 
business	and	hiring	people	in	Germany.	
I	am	having	a	wonderful	time!”	39 
•	Michele Josue got married in October,
2008	and	sends	us	a	picture.	40 
•	Jumana Bississo	reports,	“My	latest	
update	is	that	I	moved	to	Dubai	10	months 
ago	and	 I	 am	currently	working	 in	 PR	
as an account director of lifestyle and 
consumer	accounts	at	The	Portsmouth 
Group.	 I	 am	 actually	 just	 visiting	 one	
of	my	best	 friends	 in	 London,	Lucero 
Tagle Guisa.		She	lives	in	London	now	

with her husband of almost two years 
and	works	for	Google.” 41 
•	 Caio Amadesi	 is	 currently	 living	 in	
Sao	Paulo,	Brazil.	42

98 Sinan Kosif had a baby girl 
named Melina. 
•	Bahar Ozkanca was married with  Mehmet
Goker	on	November	22nd,	2008	in	Istanbul. 
•	Erman Aydin got married last summer 
to Omer Tanir’s ’96 sister. 
•	Travis Belgard	is	living	in	Los	Angeles,	
CA with his girlfriend Alyssa Feener. They 
both	have	a	career	in	the	film	industry.	
•	 Joy (Clavecillas) Conway is married 
and	living	in	Washington,	D.C.	43

99 Johanna Sommerkamp met 
with Giacomo Conti ’97	 a	 couple	 of	
months	ago	in	London	and	had	a	wonder-
ful	time	catching	up.	
•	 Nicole Baur	 is	 living	 in	 Rochester,	
Minnesota.	 She	 works	 as	 a	 registered	 
nurse. 44

00 Carmen  Campos  writes, “I am 
living	in	San	Francisco,	getting	my	master’s	
in	 photography	 at	 the	 Academy	 of	 Art	
University.	 In	 fact,	 I	 was	 first	 introduced	
to	 photography	 there	 at	 TASIS,	 by	 Mr.	 
Dürrschmidt.	Now	 I	 have	 finally	 given	 in	
to	my	passion	for	photography	and	I	am	
doing	very	well.	Nice	being	in	touch	again.	
I	dropped	by	last	November	for	a	visit.	So	
many	great	memories!”	45

01Gill Zahn	is	expecting	a	little	girl.	
She’ll be born around the 1st of March. 
•	Elliot Doyle is finishing his thesis for 
the	 Sotheby’s	 graduate	 program	 he	
has	just	completed	in	Singapore	and	is	
moving	into	his	first	apartment	in	New	
York	City.	
•	Diyenat Mabika	reports,	“After	study-
ing	four	years	 in	New	Jersey	and	getting 
a bachelor’s degree in communications, 
then	 working	 and	 living	 for	 a	 year	
in	 Manhattan,	 NY,	 I	 decided	 to	 try	 
something	else,	and	moved	to	Tanzania 
where	 my	 parents	 were	 staying.	 The	
’town’	 I	 live	 in	 is	 called	 Arusha,	 and	
is	 the	 headquarters	 for	 the	 United	 
Nations	 International	Criminal	 Tribunal	
for	Rwanda.	 I	was	 an	 intern	 there	 for	
four months; I attended trials of the 
presumed	 genocidaires	 of	 the	 1994	 
killings	in	Rwanda.	I	learned	a	lot	about	
international	 criminal	 justice	 and	external 
relations.	 From	 there,	 I	 took	 a	 break	
and	worked	here	and	there	for	a	news	
agency, l’Alliance Francaise d’Arusha, 
and	the	East	African	Law	Society.	I	had	
decided to stay in Tanzania because of 
its	 beautiful	 landscapes,	 the	 wonder-
ful weather, which is sunny and warm 
80-90% of the year, and of course the 
interesting	people	 you	meet	 all	 along.	
Arusha	 is	 quite	 international	 with	 
tourists,	 volunteers,	 and	 ’expats’	 from	
all	over	 the	world.	The	most	common	
nationalities	you	meet	here	are	British,	
South Africans, some Americans, and 
of	 course	 French	 people.	 Being	 from	 
France	 but	 of	 African	 origin,	 precisely	

Osada and her husband came for the 
weekend	 from	Hong	Kong.	She	and	 I	
had	 lost	 touch	 for	 years	 --	 like	 nearly	
13yrs -- and found each other through 
Facebook	 last	 year.	 I	 saw	her	 and	we	
started where we left off. It was an 
amazing	 experience.	 Mana Morita 
’97 and Yumiko (Yamada) Yoshino 
’97	 also	 came	 just	 for	 the	 weekend.	
Mana	 had	 handmade	 beautiful	 silk	
flower	hairpieces	upon	my	request	as	I	
did	not	want	to	wear	a	veil	for	a	beach	 
wedding. She actually made two, one 
white for the ceremony and the other 
red	 for	 the	 dinner	 reception.	 Hiroko 
(Ogawa) Otsuki ’94 and her husband 
also	flew	in	just	for	the	weekend.	Can’t	
thank	them	all	enough	to	have	made	my 
wedding	so	enjoyable	and	memorable!! 
I was	 initially	 hoping	Gina van Hoof 
and Michele Josue ’97 would come but 
it	happened	that	after	 I	was	proposed 
last	September,	Michele	was	proposed	
the	following	December	and	her	wedding 
got	scheduled	one	weekend	after	mine	
-	so	we	both	missed	each	others.	BUT	
we	 shared	 the	 experience	 of	 being	
brides-to-be	as	we	updated	each	other	
regularly	 during	 the	 preparation	 time.	
My brother, Yuki Yamashiro ’98 also 
didn’t	make	it.	He	had	just	moved	from	
LA	 to	 Memphis	 for	 a	 new	 job	 with	
his	wife.	 It	so	happens	that	his	wife	 is	 
pregnant	now.	Apart	from	that,	we	are	
just	about	to	move	(as	I’m	typing	this	to	
meet the deadline, there are boxes to 
be	moved	today)	to	a	new	place	within	
Singapore.	We	are	enjoying	our	lifestyle	
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Congolese	 (Republic	of	Congo)	where 
my	 parents	 were	 born,	 I	 am	 always	 
instantly	mistaken	for	a	local	and	spoken 
to in Swahili the official language of 
Tanzania.	Apart	from	speaking	Swahili, 
many	 locals	 do	 speak	 English.	 I	 have	
managed to learn a few words and  
survival	sentences	in	Swahili.	It	is	not	a	
hard language to learn but I find that I 
do	not	have	much	time	to	study	it.	Finally 
I	landed	a	job	with	an	NGO.	The	NGO	
deals	 with	 national	 networks	 of	 AIDS	
service	 organizations	 within	 the	 14	
countries	 in	 East	 Africa.	 The	 NGO	 is	
sort	 of	 the	 umbrella	 network	 for	 all	
these	national	networks.	I	find	my	work	 
interesting.	 I	 mostly	 help	 with	 French	
communications since I am the only 
French	 speaker	 in	 the	 office	 and	 also	
we	 often	 have	 to	 communicate	 with	
French-speaking	 countries	 such	 as	
Rwanda,	 Burundi	 or	 Madagascar.	 
Tanzania is also the land of many safaris. 
The	 main	 parks	 are	 Lake	 Manyara,	 
Serengeti,	 Taranguire,	 and	 Ngorongo-
ro	crater.	There	are	plenty	of	wild	ani-
mals	there	for	everyone’s	tastes.	Some	
say	 these	were	 the	 parks	 used	 in	 the	 
cartoon	 movie	 the	 Lion	 King,	 which	
promoted	the	saying	’Hakuna	Matata’,	

’No	 problem’	 in	 Swahili.	 Tanzania	 is	 
populated	by	many	Maasai	tribes	who	
live	 in	 small	 villages.	 The	 Maasais	 are	
very	 tall	 men	 and	 women	 who	 can	 
traditionally	 jump	 very	 high.	 The	men	
often	 have	 cattle	 to	 look	 after	 and	
the	women	wear	 hand	made	 jewelry.	
When	 a	 Maasai	 leaves	 his	 village	 to	
move	to	a	town	like	Arusha,	he	usually 
is	 employed	 as	 a	 guard	 for	 individual	 
homes	 or	 even	 businesses.	 Security	 is	
not	 a	 big	 problem	 in	Arusha,	 but	 still	
one cannot be careful enough. There 
are	many	thieves	who	can	attack	tourists 
walking	alone,	or	steal	your	bags	when	
you’re	not	paying	attention	at	a	bar	or	
club.	 The	 nightlife	 is	 not	 very	 diverse.	
The	same	people	go	to	the	same	places	
but	 it’s	a	 lot	of	 fun.	The	music	played	
at those bars or clubs is the same as 
everywhere	else	in	the	world	but	some-
times	a	bit	outdated.All	 right,	 I	hope	 I	
gave	you	a	 somewhat	clear	picture	of	
my	 life	 in	 Tanzania.	 If	 you	 are	 ever	 in	
the	area	or	are	thinking	of	visiting	in	the	
near	 future,	 please	 do	not	 hesitate	 to	
contact	me.	Karibu	Tanzania!	’Welcome 
to Tanzania’ ” 46 
•	Caroline Rothstein	 is	 living	 in	New	
York	 City	 writing,	 performing,	 and	 

tutoring. She is in touch with many  
TASIS	friends,	and	sees	some	that	live	in	
NYC	and	others	that	pass	through	for	a	
visit.	She’d	love	to	see	others	that	live	in	
or	come	through	New	York.	47 
•	Andrey Kulapov	is	living	in	Moscow	
and	plans	to	visit	TASIS	early	in	2009.		

02 Ibo Sebagui-Unruh writes, “I 
am	 based	 in	 Brisbane,	 Australia,	 and	
have	 been	 here	 since	 leaving	 Lugano	
in	2003.	I	have	completed	an	IT	degree	
majoring	in	information	systems	/	data	
communications / e-commerce. After 
working	 for	 Rio	 Tinto	 as	 an	 IT	 service	 
officer,	 I	decided	 to	move	 further	 into	
the mining sector. At the start of this 
year	 I	had	the	fantastic	opportunity	of	
joining	a	medium	sized	Australian	soft-
ware	 company,	 which	 has	 a	 unique	
niche	 in	the	market.	They	specialize	 in	
the	 capture	 and	 observation	 of	 Geo-
scientific	data.	The	company	 is	known	
as	 AcQuire	 and	 provides	 services	 to	
mining	 enterprises	 around	 the	 world	
for	 mineral	 asset	 management.	 What	
brought me all the way to Australia was 
my	better	half,	Roberta.	We	got	married	
in May last year, and this year in August 

we	had	our	new	arrival,	Aden.	Perhaps	
one day Aden can follow his father’s 
footsteps	and	attend	TASIS.	 I	 still	hold	
strongly to Mrs. Fleming’s words out-
side Monticello, “Education is man’s 
best	hope	for	a	better	world.”	48
•	 Richard Mitchell was in 
Barcelona	 recently	 and	met	with	 old	
friends from TASIS. He shares with us 
a	picture.	49 

03 Ali Batterjee writes, “I am 
currently	in	LA.	I	graduated	from	under-
grad school in human resources, and I 
am	obtaining	my	MBA	in	management	
and	finance.	I	should	be	done	by	June	
of	2009.	Then	it’s	off	to	Saudi	to	work	
with	my	dad	 in	 the	 family	business	 (A	
M	Batterjee	Group)	where	I	will	be	the	
business	 development	 manager	 for	
the	whole	group.	At	the	moment	I	am	 
signing	 companies	 that	 are	 interested	
in	expanding	their	reach	to	the	Middle	
East	 and	 the	GCC.	 I	 am	proud	 to	 say	
that	 I	 have	 two	 companies	 and	 one	
more	pending	that	will	help	benefit	the	
country from research in fresh water to 
medical	assistance	devices.”	50  
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04 Jessica Mejia	completed	a	B.S.	
in	 communications	 (Motion	 Pictures)	
at	 the	University	 of	Miami	 in	 summer	
2008.	 She	 has	 had	 internships	 with	 
production	 companies	 in	 Miami	 and	
in	California,	where	she	now	lives,	and	 
hopes	to	get	into	the	film	industry.	

05 Ninah Mars has	a	new	CD	out	
called	“This	Is	How	We	Pray.”	51 
•	Permele Doyle is sad to be finishing 
her	fourth	year	at	University	of	Virginia	
and	 is	 busy	 interning	 for	 the	 Virginia	
Film	Festival.

06 Hailey Parsons is in her 3rd year 
in	college;	majoring	in	religious	studies	and	
international affairs. Her younger brother, 
Richard Parsons ’10, is going to TASIS 
and	loves	it.	
•	Jennifer Kirsch is the treasurer of the 
swing	dance	group	 in	 Tucson,	AZ.	 	 She	
has	 nearly	 completed	 her	 degree	 in	 Art	 
History	and	Philosophy	and	looks	forward	 
to	applying	to	law	school	next	fall.	52

07Nola Seta is attending the 
University	 of	 Notre	 Dame.	 She	 has	 two	
new	baby	brothers,	Stefano	Joseph,	and	
Gianluca	Marini. 53  

•	Evan Elberson	 is	enjoying	college	life,	
but	misses	the	TASIS	drama	productions.

POST GRADUATE  
PROGRAM

60 Marco Hauert remembers his 
year	at	TASIS	fondly	and	the	“kick	start”	
which	Mrs.	Fleming	gave	him	with	the	
strength of her belief in him. He feels  
privileged	to	be	a	teacher	(“it’s	a	wonder- 
ful	 job”),	 and	 has	 enjoyed	 teaching	
IB	higher	 classes,	 firstly	 at	 the	Geneva	 
International School and more recently 
at	Le	Rosey.	

64 Ford Barrett	enjoys	hiking	with	
his	 sons	 Blair	 and	 Hugh	 in	 Yosemite	
when	the	chance	arrives,	and	takes	great 
interest	 in	 the	progress	of	 the	 John	E.	
Palmer	Theater	construction	on	the	TASIS 
campus,	scheduled	to	open	in	fall	2009.	
Son	 Hugh	 just	 graduated	 from	 the	 
University	of	Colorado	in	December.	54

66 Cindy Crabtree tells	us,	“Kate	
Gonzalez	Woodard	was	here	for	a	six-
week	visit	in	the	fall.	She	owns	a	resort	
condo where I am the resort manager. 
So when she’s not here we rent it out. 
She	and	Roger	are	hoping	to	come	in	the	
fall	of	2009	as	well.	Also	I	am	spending	
Christmas with another TASIS alum, 
Charlie James and his wife Annie. 
I	 hope	 TASIS	 will	 schedule	 another	 
in-pro	trip	for	Alumni	soon.”		55

89 Andrea Kaufman	 is	 living	 in	
Massachusetts	and	working	as	a	media	
consultant.  56

93 Michael Marston and his wife 
Andi	are	in	Dubai	until	April.	They	saw	
Sanjay	TE	’90	and	Ranjay	Israni	TE	’92.		57
•	 Maria Fernanda Pinto	 is	 living	 in	
Ecuador with her husband and two 
daughters.	She	went	to	the	University	of	
Notre	Dame	and	majored	in	finance.	58
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86 Robin Touati	 is	 living	 in	Paris.	
He	 works	 as	 Business	 Unit	 Manager	 
Europe	 in	 High	 Technologies	 Industry.	
He	travels	frequently	to	China,	Europe,	
and	 the	US	 for	business.	Robin	would	
like	 to	 be	 contacted	 by	 alumni	 who	
know	him.	He	can	be	contacted	at:		r_t@
hotmail.fr	 and	 also	 on	 Facebook.	 	59

88 Roberta Nicolo recently 
checked	in	to	say	hello.	She	sends	us	a	
picture.		60

92 Marcus Di Lenardo and Juliana
(Kleinschmidt) Di Lenardo, TSLP ’00  
were married on October 25th of 2008. 
They	 shared	 this	 joyous	 occasion	with	
many other TASIS alumni, faculty and 
staff.	Mrs.	 Fleming	 attended	 too!	 	61

98 Lauren McGregor was in 
California till she was 24. She later 
moved	 to	 Miami,	 Florida	 for	 about	
a	 year.	 She	 now	 lives	 and	 works	 in	
Ecuador,	 South	 America	 working	 on	
a	project	that	 is	helping	people	 lead	a	
better	 life.	On	her	off	 time	she	 travels	
around	and	would	love	to	find	some	of	
the friends that she made in TASIS.  62

00 Yunus Sezener left	his	 job	 to	
fulfill	his	military	service	in	December.		63
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PROJECT	EUROPE

68 Bob Horner writes, “I really
enjoyed	reading	about	our	fellow	alumni 
of	 PE’68	 in	 the	 Fall	 2007	 “TASIS	 
TODAY”.		I	have	been	in	the	foodservice 
business in one form or another for 
many	years.	I	am	still	very	close	friends 
with Brock Foster. I see him about 
once a year in the summer when he  
comes	over	to	visit	us	in	Nantucket.	My	
e-mail	 address	 is	 bhorner30@yahoo.
com. It would be great to hear from any 
of	the	PE	’68	crew.”	64

70 Sophie Lugo recently met with 
Rosanna Roig	 during	 a	 trip	 to	 San	
Juan.	65

FACULTY	AND	STAFF
•	 Joe Eagan	 is	 a	 stand-up	 comedian	
performing	 at	 companies	 around	 
Europe	and	having	a	great	time	doing	
it.	 You	 can	 visit	 his	 website	 at	 www. 
joestandup.com.	66
•	Ashby Barnes	 got	married	 in	 June	
2008	to	Laura	Creekmore	in	Nashville,	
Tennessee. 
•	Chris and Sasha Rehm	now	have	a	
baby	girl	named	Lillian	“Lily”	Ruth.	
•	Greg Emerson showed his new bride 

IN	MEMORIAM
Ashleigh Cocks PG ’65	 passed	 away	
unexpectedly	 on	 May	 16,	 2008	 fol-
lowing	surgery	at	Summit	Hospital.	She	
was	 61.	 Ashleigh	 lived	 in	 Piedmont,	
California. After TASIS, she attended 
Oregon	State	University	and	 then	 tau-
ght	Kindergarten.	Throughout	her	 life,	
Ashleigh	 pursued	 her	 love	 of	 theater	
in	several	communities	and	her	love	of	
theatrics	on	amusing	private	occasions.	
She	expressed	her	love	of	animals	as	a	
volunteer	for	Island	Cat	Resources	and	
Adoption	 in	Alameda.	Ashleigh	 is	 sur-
vived	 by	 her	 mother	 Dorothy	 Cocks,	
sister-in-law	 Pam	 Cocks,	 niece	 Lizzy	
Cocks	and	nephew	Charlie	Cocks,	all	of	
Piedmont.		She	is	also	survived	by	god-
son Andrew Tri, and many close friends 
who counted on her hearty laugh and 
memorable good humor.
Joseph Francis Kirch HS ’82	 known	
to his family and childhood friends as 
“Francis” and to the rest of the world 

as	“Joe,”	died	 tragically	and	unexpec-
tedly	 Monday,	 November	 24,	 2008.	
Adventurous	and	spontaneous,	Francis	
did	not	know	the	meaning	of	the	word	
“fear.”	 While	 travelling	 through	 Asia	
with his family in 1980, Francis eagerly 
explored	Riyadh,	Bangkok,	and	Manila.	
As an adult, he continued to indulge in 
his	 love	 of	 travel	 and	 adventure,	with	
trips	to	such	countries	as	Egypt	and	In-
dia. Francis was 44 years old.

Marcia Mackenzie, Faculty 2000-
2002,	 passed	 away	 in	 Delray	 Beach,	
Florida,	on	July	28th,	2008	after	a	long	
battle with cancer. Following an early 
career	in	advertising	in	New	York,	Mar-
cia	–	or	Max,	as	she	was	known	at	TA-
SIS	–	retrained	as	a	“Special	Needs”	tea-
cher,	using	her	vast	range	of	interests	to	
bring out the best in her students. She 
worked	 internationally	for	many	years,	
touching	and	inspiring	hearts	in	London	

Mica	 around	 Lugano	while	 on	honey-
moon	following	their	wedding	on	June	
7th.	They	started	in	Sicily	for	a	college	
friend’s	 wedding,	 then	 worked	 their	
way	up	through	Positano,	Rome,	Milan,	
Como,	and	finally	Lugano	where	Greg	
had a good time showing Mica the old 
haunts. Mica is from the mountains 
of	 northern	 Kentucky,	 and	 was	 quite	 
enamored with Switzerland. 67
•	John and Fabienne Levett are	living	
and	working	in	Britain.	Besides	teaching	
languages, Fabienne trains teachers 
to teach French and also wrote a text-
book	for	GCSE	French.	John	completed	
a	diploma	course	in	May	which	qualifies	
him to be a headmaster.  68

•	 Bill O’Brien shares: “After TASIS, 
Nic	and	I	did	4	years	in	Taipei,	3	years	
in	 Sydney,	 another	 2	 years	 in	 Taipei,	
and	 we	 moved	 to	 Maine	 last	 year.	 I	
am teaching at my old high school and 
working	with	the	IB.	I’d	love	to	go	back	

overseas	again	sometime	in	the	future,	
but	for	now,	it	makes	sense	to	stay	put	
with	my	girls.	I	got	together	with	John	
and	Fab	Levett	on	a	recent	trip	to	the	
UK,	and	may	meet	up	with	Gary	Malins	
on	my	next	trip.”

•	Max and Julie Achtau	sent	this	update
at	 Christmas:	 “It’s	 hard	 to	 believe 
that	it’s	been	about	2	½	years	since	we	
left TASIS – time does fly by. Elizabeth 
is about 15 months old and gets into 
everything.	 Julie	 is	 staying	 at	 home	
with	Elizabeth	and	is	enjoying	the	time	
with	her.	Julie	is	also	involved	with	the	
French	 Immersion	School	 in	Princeton,	
and	takes	Elizabeth	to	the	French	play	
groups.	She	is	also	singing	in	a	choir	in	
Princeton	 to	 keep	 her	 hand	 in	music.	
Max	 just	 finished	a	graduate	program	
in	Educational	Leadership	in	December,	
and	 will	 be	 looking	 for	 administrative	
positions	in	the	spring.	We	think	about	
TASIS often.” 69

(UK),	Kuwait,	Singapore	and	Ecuador	as	
well	 as	 in	 Lugano.	Her	passions	 inclu-
ded	teaching,	travelling,	shoes,	fine	arts	
and	opera.	She	is	missed	by	her	friends	
and family. 72
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•	 John and Alice Engstrom write: 
“We	 feel	 thankful	 and	 blessed	 as	 we	
think	of	our	children	and	grandchildren,	
also	for	life,	health,	friendships	and	new	
adventures:	 John	 and	 I	 are	moving	 to	
Korea!	John	will	be	Head	of	School	at	
the	Seoul	Foreign	School.	We	will	move	
early	 August	 but	 keep	 our	 home	 in	 
Minnesota so that we can return and 
see friends and family in the summers. 
Are	we	a	bit	crazy?”	70
•	 Mimi Quadri	 and	 husband	 Dino	
enjoyed	 visiting	 with	 Mrs.	 Fleming	 in	
summer	2008,	and	shared	 this	photo.	
They	 became	 proud	 grandparents	 to	
Rocio	in	December.	71

Spring	2009	-	59



TASIS The American School in Switzerland offers a challenging college-
preparatory	academic-year	program	on	its	Lugano	campus	to	day	students	
grades	 Pre-K-13	 and	 boarding	 students	 grades	 7-13.	 Boasting	 over	 50	
nationalities,	TASIS	 takes	advantage	of	 its	 location	 in	 the	heart	of	Europe	
to	 provide	 an	 outstanding	 educational	 program	 with	 an	 international	
dimension.	 In	addition	to	a	strong	American	college-preparatory	curriculum,	
TASIS	offers	the	International	Baccalaureate,	Advanced	Placement,	and	EAL	
courses,	along	with	many	travel	opportunities.	A	winter	highlight	is	the	annual	
January	Ski	Week	when	the	School	relocates	for	skiing,	snowboarding,	and	
ice-skating	to	Crans-Montana,	Switzerland.	

The Middle School Program	 (MSP),	 on	 the	 Lugano	 campus	 and	
at	 Château-d’Oex,	 is	 specifically	 designed	 for	 students	 aged	 11	 to	 13	
to	 study	 English	 as	 an	 Additional	 Language	 or	 French.	 The	 program	
provides	appropriate	academic	challenges	and	recreational	activities	for	this 
transitional	age	group	within	a	warm	and	caring	community.	On	the	Lugano	
campus,	 students	 choose	 special	workshops	 to	 attend	 two	afternoons	 a	
week	 from	Music	 and	Drama,	Art,	 Special	 Sports,	 or	 Tennis.	During	 the	
remaining	 afternoons,	 students	 participate	 in	other	 activities,	 sports,	 and	
excursions.	Four-week	and	three-week	sessions.

TASIS The American School in England, frequently	cited	as	the	premier	
American	school	in	the	UK,	offers	an	American	college-preparatory	curriculum	
to	day	students	from	Pre-K	through	12	and	to	boarding	students	from	grades	9	
through	12.	Located	18	miles	southwest	of	London	on	a	beautiful	35-acre	estate	
of	Georgian	mansions	and	17th-century	cottages,	TASIS	England	combines	an	
excellent	academic	program	with	exceptional	facilities	for	art,	drama,	music,	
computers,	and	sports.	TASIS	also	offers	the	International	Baccalaureate,	a	
full	ESL	course	of	study,	and	Advanced	Placement	courses	in	all	disciplines.	 

TASIS Dorado is a coeducational day school with English as its language 
of	 instruction	 in	grades	Pre-Kindergarten	through	the	Twelfth	Grade.	 It	 is	
located	in	Puerto	Rico	and	offers	a	top-quality	academic	program	within	the	
most	modern	physical	facilities	and		attractive	natural	surroundings.

TASIS Summer Program	(TSP)	The	TASIS	Summer	Program	for	Languages,	
Arts,	and	Outdoor	Pursuits,	based	on	the	campus	of	The	American	School	
in	 Switzerland	 in	 Lugano,	 offers	 intensive	 language	 courses	 in	 English	 as	
an	Additional	Language,	French,	and	Italian	for	14	to	18	year	olds.	Besides	
language	 courses,	 the	 program	 offers	 courses	 in	 Digital	 Photography,	
Painting	Ticino,	 and	Art	History.	 The	Program	 includes	artistic	 activities,	 a	
wide	choice	of	sports,	alpine	activities,	and	weekend	excursions	in	Switzerland	
and	Italy.	Four-week	and	three-week	sessions.	

The TASIS England Summer School (TESS),	 based	 on	 the	 TASIS	
England	campus,	offers	courses	 for	 students	ages	12	 to	18	 in	English	
Literature	 and	 Composition,	 SAT	 and	 TOEFL	 Review,	 International		
Business,	Middle	School	Skills,	and	most	high	school	mathematics	courses	
which	include	IB	Preparation	components.	Samples	of	course	titles	are:	
ShakespeareXperience,	 Reading	 for	 Success,	 Writing	 Enhancement,	
Theater	in	London,	Art	in	London,	Movie	Animation,	and	Lights	Camera	
Action.	Sports	take	place	every	afternoon,	and	weekends	include	trips	to	
Wales,	Edinburgh,	and	Paris.	Seven-week,	 four-week,	and	 three-week	
sessions	with	an	optional	week	at	 the	Edinburgh	 Festival	 are	offered. 
 
 
 
The TASIS Spanish Summer Program (TSSP)	is	 an	 intensive	 one-
month	 Spanish	 course	 for	 high-school	 students	 ages	 13	 to	 17.	 The	
Program	is	based	in	the	beautiful	city	of	Salamanca,	center	of	the	historic	
kingdom	 of	 Castile	 and	 home	 of	 one	 of	 Europe’s	 oldest	 universities.	
Six	 levels	of	Spanish	are	offered	 from	beginning	 to	advanced,	and	all	
classes	have	a	small	student/teacher	ratio.	The	Program	includes	travel	to	
Madrid,	Granada,	Toledo,	and	the	Alhambra.	All	students	and	teachers	
relocate	to	the	Costa	del	Sol	for	the	Program’s	final	week.	

TASIS English Language Program	(TELP)	is	based	on	the	TASIS	England	
campus.	 It	offers	 intensive	English	as	a	Second	Language	for	students	
ages	12	to	18	along	with	sports	every	afternoon	and	optional	weekend	
trips	 to	Wales,	 Edinburgh,	 and	 Paris.	 Students	 share	 accommodation	
with	 TESS	 students	 and	 consequently	 have	 many	 opportunities	 to	
develop	 their	 English-language	 skills	 in	 a	 relaxed	 setting	 as	well	 as	 in	
the	classroom.	Four-week,	three-week,	and	seven-week	sessions	with	an	
optional	week	at	the	Edinburgh	Festival	are	offered.

Application Procedure
For	more	information,	please	contact:
TASIS The American School in Switzerland, Admissions Office 
CH-6926	Montagnola–Lugano,	Switzerland	
Tel:	+41	91	960	51	51	-	Fax:	+41	91	993	16	47		e-mail:	summer@tasis.ch	
or:	admissions@tasis.ch	for	academic	year	applicants	or
TASIS Schools and Programs
1640	Wisconsin	Ave.	NW,	Washington,	DC	20007,	USA	
Tel:	+1	202	965	5800	Fax:	+1	202	965	5816	e-mail:	usadmissions@tasis.com

www.tasis.com

Le Château des Enfants	(CDE)	is	a	summer	program	of	learning	and	fun	for	
4+	to	10	year	olds.	Sharing	the	Lugano	campus	with	TSP	and	MSP,	but	with	
its	own	separate	living	and	dining	facilities,	the	Program	teaches	English,	French,	
or	Italian	through	 lessons,	games,	activities,	 sports,	and	art	 in	a	close-knit,	
caring, family-style	community	specifically	tailored	to	younger	children.	Picnics,	
excursions,	and	camping	trips	are	also	offered.	Four-week	and	three-week	
sessions. 4+ to 6 attend as day students only.
 
The TASIS French Language Program (TFLP)	 offers	 an	 intensive	 four-
week	session	for	students	aged	14	to	17.	The	Program	is	based	in	Château	
d’Oex,	one	of	the	most	scenic	alpine	regions	of	French-speaking	Switzerland,	
with	the	fourth	week	spent	in	Paris.	During	an	optional	fifth	week	students	
and	teachers	relocate	to	Nice	to	explore	the	French	Riviera.

Les Tapies Arts & Architecture Program offers	an	intensive	3-week		
design	and	cultural	experience	for	students	ages	16	to	19.	It	is	a	hands-
on	study	of	French	vernacular	architecture	and		the	functional/aesthetic	
relationship	 it	 shares	with	 the	 landscape.	 The	 Program	 is	 for	mature	
students	who	have	a	strong	interest	in	the	arts	or	who	are	considering	a	
career	in	architecture,	art,	or	design.	Les	Tapies'	ideal	location	just	north	
of	Provence	provides	extensive	opportunities	for	excursions	which	draw	
on the cultural richness of this fascinating area.

TASIS Summer Programs
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Application Procedure
For	more	information,	please	contact:
TASIS The American School in Switzerland, Admissions Office 
CH-6926	Montagnola–Lugano,	Switzerland	
Tel:	+41	91	960	51	51	-	Fax:	+41	91	993	16	47		e-mail:	summer@tasis.ch	
or:	admissions@tasis.ch	for	academic	year	applicants	or
TASIS Schools and Programs
1640	Wisconsin	Ave.	NW,	Washington,	DC	20007,	USA	
Tel:	+1	202	965	5800	Fax:	+1	202	965	5816	e-mail:	usadmissions@tasis.com

www.tasis.com

Mission Statement
TASIS	is	a	family	of	international	schools	that	welcomes	young	people	from	all	nationalities	to	an	educational	community	that	fosters	
a	passion	for	excellence	along	with	mutual	respect	and	understanding.	Consistent	with	the	vision	of	its	founder,	M.	Crist	Fleming,	TASIS	is	
committed	to	transmitting	the	heritage	of	Western	civilization	and	world	cultures:	the	creations,	achievements,	traditions,	and	ideals 
from	the	past	that	offer	purpose	in	the	present	and	hope	for	the	future.	Seeking	to	balance	the	pursuit	of	knowledge	with	the	love	
of	wisdom,	and	promoting	the	skills	of	lifelong	learning,	an	appreciation	for	beauty,	and	the	development	of	character,	each	school	
combines	a	challenging	academic	program	with	opportunities	for	artistic	endeavor,	physical	activity,	and	service	to	others.	Believing	
in	the	worth	of	each	individual	and	the	importance	of	enduring	relationships,	TASIS	seeks	to	embody	and	instill	the	values	of	personal	
responsibility,	civility,	compassion,	justice,	and	truth.

The	TASIS	Schools	and	Summer	Programs	are	fully	controlled	by	a	Swiss,	 independent,	not-for-profit	educational	foundation,	the	TASIS	
Foundation,	registered	in	Delemont,	Switzerland.	Donations	to	the	Swiss	Foundation,	as	well	as	to	the	US	TASIS	Foundation,	Inc.,	
a	publicly	supported,	section	501(c)(3)	non-profit,	educational	organization,	are	tax	deductible	to	the	extent	allowable	in	the	donors’	
respective	countries.

 
Editors
Lynn	Aeschliman
Sharon Figi

Alumni News Editors
Yvonne	Procyk
Zuleika	Tipismana	

Contributing Photographers
Sharon Figi
Michele	Kestenholz
Christopher	Nelson
Kim	Nelson

Cover photo
M.	Crist	Fleming	by	Kim	Nelson
Back Cover photo
by	Michele	Kestenholz

Address Changes
alumni@tasis.ch
Alumni Office c/o TASIS
CH-6926 Montagnola, Switzerland

Story Submissions
alumni@tasis.ch
Attention:	Yvonne	Procyk

Graphic Design
Michele	Kestenholz

Switzerland We	 had	 an	 enrollment	 of	 85	 and	 the	
problem	was	where	to	house	the	students…	At	the	 last	
moment,	destiny	delivered	Villa	de	Nobili	in	Montagnola…	
But	 it	was	September	1st	 	with	a	deadline	of	only	three	
weeks	 for	 conversion	 to	 school	 needs…	 and	 workmen	
were	falling	over	each	other…	students	too	were	tripping	
over	 electric	 wires,	 falling	 into	 cesspools	 being	 prepared,	
getting	stuck	in	wet	paint.	And	there	was	no	time	to	install	
central	heating,	so	all	85	students	had	to	be	shipped	to	the	
Hotel	Monopol	in	Andermatt	for	January	and	February	so	
that	the	entire	Villa	de	Nobili	could	be	piped	from	top	to	
bottom…	

England There	wasn’t	a	stick	of	furniture	in	the	whole
place.	 I	 did	 send	 up	 a	 few	 truck	 loads	 from	 Florence	 
where	we	had	had	a	 junior	college…so	there	was	quite	
a	bit	of	 furniture	 that	 came	up	 from	 there.	 I	 remember	
when	my	daughter	and	I	moved	in	we	had	nothing.	We	
had to go and buy two beds, a table and two chairs, a 
stove,	and	an	icebox	for	my	ice	cubes!	A	family	wanted	
to	come	and	visit	–	 I	 think	they	had	four	children	–	and	
we	lived	in	this	little	house,	the	smallest	on	campus,	with	
just	that	table	and	chairs,	but	I	hung	out	a	sign	which	said	
“TASIS	England”…	 
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Mrs. Fleming Reminisces on Beginnings...
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Mrs. Fleming enjoys her 90th with good friends and alumni parents 
Mary Dell Pritzlaff, Holly Coors, and Hixon Glore




