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Dear New Student,

Congratulations on your admission to TASIS! A challenging and rewarding experience 

awaits you. We look forward to welcoming you to our community on September 4th.

The following pages will help prepare you for boarding school life at TASIS. They 

represent the distilled experiences of hundreds of students, past and present. Reading 

this booklet patiently before you arrive will allow you to make the most of your 

experience. At the same time, I hope it will help you begin to think about what you will 

contribute to our community - as a scholar, artist, athlete, leader, follower, and citizen 

of the school. 

The orientation information includes various permission forms. Please complete and 

return these forms to us as soon as possible after receiving them.

If you have questions or suggestions at any point, please contact us.

I am looking forward to an exciting and satisfying year!

      

      Michael Ulku-Steiner

      Headmaster



OPENING DAY
All students are expected to arrive on campus by 18:00 on Friday, September 4th, Opening Day. The daily agenda includes 
the following:

1. Registration and distribution of orientation information
2. Rooming assignments
3. Settling into dorm rooms and unpacking
4. An all-school meeting, attended by all students and faculty
5. Individual dorm meetings with faculty resident

TASIS will provide a shuttle-bus service from the Lugano-Agno airport, the Milan-Malpensa airport and the Lugano train 
station, to campus ON OPENING DAY ONLY.   Students who require a pick-up must send their arrival details as soon as 
possible to the Admissions Offi ce via fax: +41 91 993 2979 or e-mail: admissions@tasis.ch. 

The School cannot accomodate any student prior to Opening Day, September 4th.

We regret that students who do not arrive on Opening Day are required to arrange their own transportation to campus.  
The School’s shuttle service is available ON OPENING DAY ONLY.

The following telephone numbers for local taxis may prove helpful when school pick-up is not available:

Salvatore Manganaro: 079 409 9044
Taxi Express: 091 993 1414   
Taxi Service from Milan-Malpensa Airport: Edoardo Copetti (EC): +39 339 709 4777

If you cannot arrive on campus before 18:00 on Opening Day, the Dean of Student Affairs’ Offi ce or the Admissions Offi ce 

must be advised of your arrival time.

PASSPORTS AND VISAS
All students must possess a passport, valid for the duration of the academic year and six months afterwards, when entering 
Switzerland. All students who possess African, Asian, Eastern European, and Middle Eastern passports are required to 
obtain a student visa in order to enter Switzerland. Please go to the Swiss Embassy or Consulate in your country of 
residence and present the your passport and acceptance letter and complete the visa application form. It will take 8-10 
weeks to process the student visa, so please plan ahead. You will not be able to stay in Switzerland on a 
TOURIST VISA, so please don’t  apply for one!

Those students who possess Brazilian, Canadian, USA, Central American, South American, Western European, South Ko-
rean and Japanese passports may enter Switzerland at any time without a student visa. Once you have arrived at TASIS, the 
School will obtain a residence permit for all boarding students, which will allow you to stay in Switzerland for the duration 
of the school year. These permits cost approximatively CHF 100. All costs for obtaining residence permits, as well as visas 
for other countries for school travel, will be billed to your parents. To obtain visas for personal travel, parents will be billed 
the cost of the visa and an administrative fee.

Any students living in Saudi Arabia MUST HAVE A VALID REENTRY VISA for Saudi Arabia before leaving for 
school.

Students holding “offi cial” or “diplomatic” passports are advised to bring “regular” passports as well. Diplomatic 
passports cause delays at certain borders, and as a result, students who carry only a diplomatic passport may be restricted 
from certain school trips.

You should keep a copy of your passport and visa page, if applicable, in your luggage in case the original is lost. 
Your parents should also keep a copy in case a new passport needs to be issued.
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PHOTOGRAPHS
It is essential that ALL students, whether new or returning, send at least ten (10) recent passport-size photographs to the 
Admissions Offi ce for use during the school year. Switzerland is strict about photographs, so in order to make sure your 
residence permit application will be successful, please ensure that your photographs:

 - are in color
 - are less than six months old
 - are 34-45mm in width
 - include a close-up view of your head and shoulders, with the proportion of your face at 70-80% of the picture
 - are sharply in focus, are clear, and are against a white background
 - are high quality without spots or creases

Seniors should forward six additional passport-size photographs for college applications. All photographs must reach the 
Admissions Offi ce before Opening Day.
If you reside in the Middle East, extra photos should be kept with your parents for Exit and Reentry visas.  

THESE PHOTOS ARE VERY IMPORTANT!

All students need photos for their Swiss residence permit, ski pass and TASIS School ID card, which allows you to rent ski 
equipment at reduced prices and entitles students under 16 to reduced fares on public transportation.
 
COMMUNICATIONS
Parents, relatives and friends must use the following address when forwarding personal mail to you:

Student Name
TASIS The American School in Switzerland
Via Collina D’Oro
6926 Montagnola, Switzerland

Faxes addressed to students must be sent to the following fax number:  +41 91 994 2364 

LAUNDRY SERVICE
In order to facilitate our school laundry service, each student has been assigned a personal laundry number. Only clothing 
with this laundry number on it will be accepted by our laundry service. Please ensure that every item of your clothing has a 
laundry tag sewn on it. Sew the numbers in a visible place in the clothing, and make sure to sew all four sides of the laundry 
label, to avoid labels coming off during washing. Numbers written in ink tend to fade, and this results in lost laundry. Please 
note: students should not mark their bedding with provided laundry numbers, if the bedding is property of the School. If at 
any stage during the school year you require more laundry tags for new clothes, they will be available from the Admissions 
Offi ce at an extra charge. It is suggested that you use a local dry cleaners for your delicate laundry items such as wool, linen 
and silk. Students must pay for their own dry cleaning with their personal allowance. 

CLOTHING AND PERSONAL BELONGINGS
Considering the limited storage space at TASIS, you are encouraged not to bring too many personal belongings at the  
beginning of the year. This advice is primarily in reference to clothing and is not intended to keep you from bringing 
cameras, computers, snowboards, skis, etc. 

As TASIS is situated in the southern foothills of  the Alps, spring and fall are mild. Winter can be fairly cold with 
occasional snowfalls. During Ski Week, temperatures are always low, and warm clothing is necessary. Ski season begins at 
the end of  November, so students who wish to ski or snowboard before Christmas should bring their gear to school in the 
fall.

Many times throughout the school year, TASIS faculty members organize and chaperone exciting day or weekend hiking, 
mountain-biking, and rock-climbing trips in the Swiss and Italian Alps. You are encouraged to bring a good pair of hiking or 
climbing boots if you are interested in participating in these trips. It is also possible to rent mountain bikes at certain 
locations.

TASIS supplies bed linens, bedspreads, and room furnishings. The bed sheets are ‘fl at’, not ‘fi tted’, and no mattress pad is 
provided. You should bring your own bath towel and washcloth or buy them in Lugano. Also, most students bring their own 
duvet or comforter or buy one in Lugano to add a personal touch to their rooms. Don’t forget to bring a camera, batteries, 
personal decorations for your room, and, if you wish, a set of cutlery and a bowl for use in your dorm room.

The suggested clothing list which follows should be regarded as a general guideline for new students assembling a 
“boarding school wardrobe”. It is our experience that most students function perfectly well even without some of the items 
that have been listed. Please bear in mind that space in the dorm is VERY limited. 
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SUGGESTED CLOTHING LIST
PLEASE NOTE: In assembling appropriate clothing, bear in mind that your clothes will be accepted by the School laundry 
on the following days:
GIRLS: Monday mornings from 07:00 to 13:00, and are ready to pick-up on Thursdays from 1:00 PM.
BOYS: Tuesday mornings from 07:00 to 13:00, and are ready to pick-up on Fridays from 1:00 PM.
You may exchange your bed linens at any time.

GIRLS
 1 formal dress for those attending the Prom (optional - Seniors and invited guests only) 
 2 semiformal dresses 
 4 skirts (2 lightweight, 2 winter weight) 
 6 pairs of trousers (2 lightweight, 4 winter weight) 
 3 or more pairs of jeans 
 8 blouses/appropriate tops 
 4 sweaters 
 1 warm, all-purpose overcoat
 1 raincoat and 1 umbrella 
 2 pairs of pajamas or nightgowns
        bathrobe, slippers, and 2 weeks’ worth of socks and underwear 
 4 pairs of shoes (loafers/dress)
       casual after school/weekend wear

FOR GRADUATION (SENIORS ONLY)
 Girls will be required to wear a white dress (no shorter than knee-length) and white shoes.

BOYS  
        1 suit
 2 sport jackets
 4 pairs of trousers or corduroys 
 2 pairs of casual trousers
 3 or more pairs of jeans 
 8 dress shirts 
 2 turtlenecks
 3 sweaters (pullovers/cardigans) 
 2 pairs of pajamas
 bathrobe, slippers
 1 warm, all-purpose overcoat
 1 rain coat and 1 umbrella
 1 week’s worth of neck ties
 2 weeks’worth of dress socks and underwear 
 3 pairs of shoes (loafers/dress) 
 casual after school/weekend wear

FOR GRADUATION (SENIORS ONLY)
 Boys will be required to wear a dark suit, white shirt with necktie, and dark socks and dress shoes.

SPORTSWEAR (applicable for girls and boys)
 swim suits/swimming trunks
 1 pair of athletic shoes (tennis shoes and cleats, if required) 
 3 pairs of sports shorts 
 7 T-shirts 
 3 sweatshirts and 3 pairs of athletic trousers

SNOWBOARDING/SKIING (applicable for girls and boys)
 1 pair of ski pants and jacket or ski suit 
 4 heavy shirts or turtlenecks
 1 warm sweater or fl eece ski hat 
 2 pairs of ski socks 
 1 pair of ski gloves or mitts 
 1 pair of lighter gloves 
 2 pairs of long thermal underwear   
  sunglasses, goggles, helmet 
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Ski boots and skis can be rented at any ski resort. Ski clothing required for Ski Week may be purchased in Switzerland at a 
wide range of prices. Please note that during Ski Week the laundry service is limited so you should bring ample 
cold-weather clothing.

TASIS APPEARANCE AND DRESS CODE
DRESS CODE
The School’s dress code helps to maintain an environment of professionalism as well as to provide a reasonable standard 
of dress, both on and off-campus.  During the academic day, a higher standard of dress is required.  Because of continual 
changes in style, it is important that the spirit as well as the letter of the dress code be honored. The decision of any faculty 
member regarding the dress code is to be respected. The guideline of “if in doubt, don’t wear it” is strongly advised.  
Inappropriate items may be confi scated and not returned until the end of the academic year. 

Students who violate the spirit and/or the letter of the dress code may be asked to change, and day students may be asked to 
return home to change. More strict disciplinary consequences may result if further violations occur.

STANDARDS OF DRESS
Students must be clean, neat, and well-groomed at all times. Distasteful or ostentatious appearance will not be allowed 
(including hairstyles, cosmetics, jewelry or clothing). Pajamas may only be worn in the dormitory area. Students may not 
wear ripped, torn, or frayed clothing. Pierced jewelry may be worn only on the ears.

CLASS WEAR
Class wear consists of clothing which conveys a level of formality appropriate for a formal dinner or religious service. It 
must be worn throughout the entire class day, from 8:00 a.m. until the end of the last class period of the day or the end of 
Assembly. Students may not be out of dress code during the academic day when outside the dormitory area. Those who 
have a legitimate medical excuse for not being in dress code should carry a note from a nurse or administrator at all times 
when out of their room during the school day. Class wear must be worn during advisor dinners and at occasional cultural 
events.  Headphones are not to be worn on campus during the academic day. 

BOYS WEAR:
• A dress shirt with a tie or a non-zippered turtleneck. ‘Mock’ turtlenecks are not permitted. The shirt must be tucked in at 

all times.
• From October 1 to May 1 (or as announced by the Headmaster) a suit jacket or dress sweater in addition to the shirt/tie 

or turtleneck, above.
• Tailored trousers (suit pants) with a belt
• Dress shoes: Oxfords (lace-ups) or loafers
• Socks

GIRLS WEAR:
• Dresses
• Skirts: hem may not be higher than hand-width from the knee-cap
• Tailored shirts, blouses, and dress tops which are long enough to cover the entire mid-section completely at all times
• Tailored trousers (suit pants)
• From October 1-May 1 (or as announced by the Headmaster) a cardigan, dress sweater, or blazer (suit jacket) in addition 

to the blouse/dress top required, above. 
• Dress shoes or heeled sandals with a back piece

Optional TASIS Logo-Wear: Until October 1, and after May 1 (or as announced by the Headmaster) both boys and girls 
may wear the offi cial TASIS logo polo shirt instead of their usual class wear tops. See the Community Life section of the 
TASIS website (www.tasis.com) for ordering information.

CASUAL WEAR
The purpose of casual wear is for students to dress in a more relaxed (yet tidy) fashion after the academic day and on 
weekends. While allowing for more choice and personal expression, students must still use discretion when choosing casual 
clothing. The following clothing is never allowed:
• Clothing bearing inappropriate messages promoting alcohol, tobacco, and drug use 
• Clothing advocating violence or containing profanity or sexual references
• Any items which are stretched, ripped, dirty or in poor repair
• Tops which reveal the stomach, back, or sides
• Hats indoors or visible underwear.
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ADDITIONAL SPORT CHARGES
Most of the sports we offer at TASIS are instructed by our own faculty, using our own facilities and are therefore included 
in the School’s tuition fees.

Tennis, horseback riding, sailing, golf and squash, however, are arranged through local private clubs, and we must charge 
approximately CHF 250 extra for these.  Prices will vary slightly each season, depending upon student interest. The fees 
for students wishing to participate will be invoiced separately once you have started school. Please do not send any money 
at this time, as we are unable to guarantee a place. You will be asked to complete the necessary forms once you arrive at 
school. Prices quoted are for one season only (3 seasons per year) and attendance 1-2 times per week.

Please note that places for these sports are limited each season due to transportation, i.e. tennis - 8 in fall and winter 
seasons, riding - 8 per season, etc. Payment is not accepted in advance.

Two newly added programs are Fencing and contracted AC Milan Soccer trainers to help with our Varsity and Recreational 
Soccer programs.  Each one requires families to pay an additional fee.  The fee amount depends on what sort of equipment 
you need to rent and/or purchase for fencing and if you make the varsity squad versus the recreational soccer squad.  If you 
have fenced before, please bring the equipment with you on opening day. If you would like to play soccer and/or volleyball 
and are interested in trying out for the team, please make sure that you apply for a UK Visa prior to school starting.  Both 
the boys’ and girls’ teams have the opportunity to go to TASIS England in October to play soccer and volleyball.  The turn 
around time from September to our trip in October is not enough time to secure a visa for you to be able to travel with the 
team. 

NINTH GRADE ACADEMIC TRAVEL ADVENTURE
At the end of October, everyone at TASIS sets off for four days of educational travel. Students in the ninth grade take an 
adventure course designed to expose them to some outdoor sports which many will not have experienced before. The 
activities will expose them to  new sensations, new environments and a chance to overcome new challenges, thus 
broadening the students’ horizons.  Activities include rock-climbing, orienteering, body-fl ying in a wind-tunnel, and 
exploring a cave, as well as a trip to Luzern and Alpamare, the biggest covered water park in Europe.

We are guided by experienced instructors using safe, modern equipment, and in spite of the sensational appearance of some 
of these sports, the activities are conducted in controlled settings, do not carry signifi cant extra risks and are well within the 
safety standards of our normal sports program.

All students are expected to participate in each of the activities with their peers. If parents, however, wish to exclude a 
student from a particular activity, we will of course respect that wish. Students are encouraged, but not forced, to try all the 
activities. If you have any questions about the program or would like to discuss any aspect of the trip, please contact Natalie 
Philpot, Academic Travel Coordinator, natalie.philpot@tasis.ch.

TENTH GRADE SPRING ACADEMIC TRAVEL: OUTWARD BOUND
At the end of February, everyone at TASIS sets off for a week of educational travel. Students in the tenth grade participate 
in an Outward Bound program whose objective is to build teamwork and leadership in an outdoor setting. Students learn 
that they become more successful by improving their interpersonal communication skills and by learning to work together 
to achieve a common goal. Activities are designed to challenge the students at a level appropriate to their age and include 
team-building and discussions, hiking and sledding, a climbing wall, a high ropes course and “Flying Fox”. The highlight is 
a two-night expedition, hiking through the winter landscape to a mountain cabin and summit, sometimes using snow-shoes. 
These activities provide a wonderful opportunity to broaden students’ horizons. Every year before departure, we have a few 
students who feel unsure whether they want to go; however, these are also usually the ones who return exclaiming that it 
was “the best Academic Travel ever!”. Years later, students still look back warmly on their 10th grade Academic Travel and 
are always glad to have participated.

The course is supervised by professional instructors within the organization of Outward Bound International. Outward 
Bound has many years’ experience making these trips fun and tailors the course specifi cally to our needs. They provide 
boots, backpacks, warm sleeping bags and all other necessary equipment. In spite of the “adventure” appearance of this 
program, the activities the students do are always well-controlled, do not carry signifi cant risks, and are well within the 
safety standards of our normal sports program.

The Outward Bound course is an integral part of our sophomore curriculum and any student who, for family or medical 
reasons, is unable to participate needs to make up the requirement the following year. However, it is always preferable to go 
on the course with your own classmates. If you have any questions about the program or would like to discuss any aspect of 
the trip, please contact Natalie Philpot, Academic Travel Coordinator, natalie.philpot@tasis.ch.
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AIRLINE TICKETS
We strongly advise either that you have an open-return airline ticket, or that your parents deposit CHF 1,500 with the 
School for the purchase of a ticket in the case of an emergency. All airline tickets are held in safe-keeping by the School and 
are available upon request.

BAGGAGE INFORMATION
You may prefer to arrive on Opening Day with enough clothing and other basic articles which will suffi ce during the fi rst 
few weeks at TASIS, and ship all other belongings so that they arrive at a later date. The climate in southern Switzerland is 
relatively mild, and usually heavy winter clothing will not be necessary until November.

Single Shipments

If you wish to ship your baggage separately to TASIS, the following procedure is possible, but expensive. In order to 
air-freight trunks, please contact your local air freight forwarder. 

Address the shipment to:

STUDENT NAME
TASIS The American School in Switzerland
c/o Deposit BOLLIGER +  TANZI S.A. 
Via al Lido 6
6962 Lugano-Viganello, Switzerland

Tel: +41 91 973 3535/64
Fax: +41 91 973 3560

The baggage should be sent “airport destination Lugano” in care of Deposit BOLLIGER + TANZI S.A. You will be 
notifi ed of the charges incurred for customs clearance and delivery to campus.

PLEASE DO NOT SHIP TO MILAN AIRPORT IN ITALY.  You will be obliged to go personally to the Italian airport 
to clear your belongings through customs, which is a long and complicated procedure.

Insurance

While TASIS exercises great care in the handling of your luggage, we are not responsible for lost baggage or personal articles. 
It is recommended that all luggage and valuable personal items be insured by the owner.

Overweight Luggage on a Scheduled Flight

If you have a considerable amount of luggage when fl ying, the cost to register it as ‘overweight baggage’ can be expensive.  
It is cheaper to send the extra luggage a few days earlier as it can travel as ‘cargo’.  Please inquire at your airline’s offi ce.

Parcel Post - Mail

When mailing personal items, remember to write “used” on the shipping form i.e. “used clothing”, “used books”, 
“used computer”.  This will avoid import taxes and a long delay in customs. Again, it is very important that the 
student’s name is clearly written on each parcel.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
It is extremely important for your parents to update the Admissions Offi ce with any address or contact information 
changes during the year, whether permanently, temporarily, or due to traveling during vacation.  

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT WE KNOW HOW TO CONTACT YOUR PARENTS IN CASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY.
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MEDICAL HISTORY AND EXAMINATION
All new and returning students are required to complete the Health and Physical Report Form before arriving on 
campus.  This form includes questions regarding your medical and psychological history, including all dates of 
immunizations and a list of all prescribed medications. Make sure the forms are completed in full! We must receive your 
immunization records prior to the start of school or a note from your physician stating why they cannot be provided.  If 
there are any medical or psychological problems, please include the contact numbers of the attending physician.

The Confi dential Health and Physical Report form also requires that you give an emergency phone number and your 
parents’ authorization for emergency treatment. If the hospital or TASIS is unable to reach your parents, this 
authorization enables them to begin emergency treatment as necessary.

If you require continuing medical or dental treatment while here in Switzerland (e.g. orthodontic work), bring a 
complete record or have the doctor or dentist forward the records to TASIS. It is very important for the doctors here to 
know the treatment plan in order to continue it.

Any student who wears contact lenses should bring a pair of glasses along to TASIS as well as an extra set of contact 
lenses and the prescriptions for both.

ACCIDENT AND HEALTH INSURANCE FOR BOARDING STUDENTS
All boarding students at TASIS have mandatory Swiss accident and health insurance coverage. The premiums for this 
insurance are included in the school fees. This policy starts on the fi rst day of the academic year and terminates on the 
last day of the academic year. The policy guarantees basic medical care for accident and health in Switzerland, and 
emergency care outside of Switzerland up to double the cost of the equivalent care in Switzerland.

This policy does NOT cover:
- fi rst-class hospital rooms (standard room care is excellent in Switzerland)
- continuing medical treatment outside of Switzerland
- treatment after the student has left TASIS or during the summer months
- reparation to the student’s home residence
- costs for dentists, eye doctors, and psychiatrists
- medicines from the School Nurse
- day students’ care

There is a mandatory deductible of CHF 600 per student per calendar year. The fi rst year a student attends TASIS, a 
deductible of CHF 600 will be charged for the period of September to December. Another deductible of CHF 600 will 
be charged in January for that calendar year. (If the student is over 18 years of age, this deductible increases to CHF 
2,500 per calendar year).  
TASIS is not liable or responsible for any medical costs which are not covered by the Swiss insurance.

Therefore, TASIS strongly recommends that your parents also provide you with international, comprehensive 
accident and medical insurance coverage, including repatriation, for the duration of the academic year. 

In order to avoid delays, TASIS pays all medical bills directly to the doctors and hospitals. We then bill parents for these 
medical costs, attaching a copy of the individual bill. Parents must pay TASIS for these costs. TASIS submits the bills to 
the Swiss insurance company, and any reimbursements will be credited on fi nal statements in June.

Any boarding students already covered by a Swiss Health Insurance must provide a copy of their insurance 
certifi cate, which should be sent to the Business Offi ce, Attn. Gerbi Sancini.

ACCIDENT AND HEALTH INSURANCE FOR DAY STUDENTS
Day Students are not covered by the TASIS Accident and Health Insurance.

Day students living in Switzerland must provide a copy of their Swiss health insurance certifi cate and day students 
living in Italy must provide the form showing their entitlement to medical assistance abroad, which can be obtained 
from the Italian Offi ce of Public Health (ASL).  Should the occasion arise of a day student being resident in any other 
country, each case will be looked at separately.

Any of the above certifi cates of insurance should be sent to the Business Offi ce, Attn. Gerbi Sancini.
If you have any questions regarding Accident and Health insurance, please contact Ms. Gerbi Sancini, 
TASIS Business Offi ce, Tel: +41 91 960 5191, Fax: +41 91 993 0330, E-mail: gerbi@tasis.ch
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ALLOWANCE
It is important that parents establish a fi rm and defi nite policy with regard to personal expenditures. 

TASIS offers a bank teller service on campus (Bancomat).  This service is provided through Raiffeisen Bank 
(www.raiffeisen.ch), in accordance with the procedures outlined below:

1. Enclosed in the orientation information, your parents will fi nd a form to complete and return before the end of
 July, in order to open an account through Raiffeisen in your name. On the forms the names of all people having  
 economic rights to the account must be listed (the student, the father, the mother etc.). 

2. You will be provided with an ATM card (Bancomat card) on Opening Day, as well as with your personalized bank  
 account number, wire instructions and bank references.

3. The Business Offi ce will be available to take deposits to the account on Opening Day, so you can have funds   
 available from the fi rst day of school.
 
4. Parents will be able to wire money directly from abroad to the your student bank account at Raiffeisen.  You will  
 have all the necessary wire instructions and bank codes on the paperwork with the bankcard.

5. Your student bank account can hold a maximum amount of CHF 10,000.

6. Your parents will be able to set daily and monthly limits on the withdrawals.

7. TASIS will be able to send parents bank statements by e-mail or by hard copy.

8. You will be able to use the card for CHF and EUR withdrawals.

9. The bankcard will give you access to over 1200 Raiffeisen bank teller machines (Bancomats) across Switzerland.

10. The bank charges each account CHF 30 per year for this service (bankcard, network Bancomat access, and 
 account management).

11. When you leave the school, your parents indicate where the remaining balance should be wired.

12. TASIS is not responsible for any cash withdrawals which are lost or stolen after you have possession of the card.

The monthly Bancomat limit with Raiffeisen should be set with additional expenditures during the year in mind, such as 
optional weekend travel, sports supplies, etc.

TASIS suggests the following limits:

 Grade    Daily Limit  Monthly Limit  
 7-8    CHF 100   CHF 250
 9-12/PG    CHF 150   CHF 300

While credit cards are convenient for emergencies, especially while traveling, we strongly advise that you deposit any 
credit cards with the School for safe keeping. You may then withdraw this card for use when traveling on weekends, to and 
from TASIS during the holidays, or in emergencies as authorized by your parents.

CALCULATORS
A calculator is not required for General Math 1, General Math 2 or Integrated Math 1. It is recommended that you have 
your own basic calculator (non-scientifi c) for work outside the class, but you will be provided calculators for use in 
class as needed.

A graphic display calculator (GDC) that does not have a built-in computer algebra system is required for courses above 
the level of Integrated Math 1. Although other brands of calculators may be permitted, instruction is based on either a 
TI-83 or TI-84 GDC. It is recommended you purchase a calculator before your arrival in Switzerland, as these are more 
expensive in Switzerland, and the manual may not be in your native language. 
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COMPUTER/INTERNET ACCESS
The TASIS computer lab has computers available to the students that are able to read, edit, and print Microsoft Offi ce 
documents, irrespective of which computer platform they were originally created on.

All students have access to all of the School’s network resources. These include: the Internet, student fi le servers, and 
networked laser printers. 

Many students bring their own laptop computers and are encouraged to have the computer equipped with an internal or 
external Wireless card and a 100BaseT Ethernet card installed and functioning. With a network card, the student may 
use remote web-based email and surf the Internet.  An Ethernet card also provides access to our School computer 
services directly from your laptop, including network printers and fi le servers which work with Macintosh, Windows, 
and Linux/Unix computers.
(Please read the section on Electrical Appliances to be sure your computer will not malfunction when connected to a 
Swiss power outlet).

Please note: The Wireless network permits only Internet traffi c (there is no access to internal resources like fi les, folders, 
and printers). Make sure your computer’s hardware, software, and confi guration are all functioning properly when you 
arrive in Switzerland. It is best that the laptop is purchased from a reputable fi rm that provides international support 
and repairs. This is important, because TASIS cannot help transport students to local computer stores.  Limited repair 
service is provided but can take some time. No peer-to-peer software is allowed at TASIS (eg. Gnutella, Dc++, Emule, 
Torrent, etc.).

INTERNET PURCHASES
Due to customs regulations and differential tariff rates, TASIS strongly discourages you from ordering goods over the 
Internet. Goods received through Internet ordering may be held by TASIS until full payment of custom duties has been 
made. Please be advised that custom duty invoices may be received up to 15 days after the receipt of goods. TASIS re-
serves the right to refuse merchandise of a dubious and/or dangerous nature, or if so advised by your parents. Any costs 
of transportation, customs, or other related to the merchandise will be charged to the student’s account.

PERSONAL COMPUTER
Many students fi nd having their own laptop computer helpful for academic work, personal communication, and 
entertainment.

Students with personal laptop computers, meeting the minimum specifi cations listed below, will be able to connect to 
the School’s network for email, Internet use, and printing in designated locations.

If you intend to bring a computer to TASIS, please be aware of the following points:

1) TASIS provides limited technical support for student computers.

2) Students may bring their own productivity software package (e.g. operating system license number, anti-virus  
 license, offi ce suite, etc.)

3) All dormitories have Internet access in the common area. Wireless access (802.11b/g protocol) is available   
 on campus.

4) Be sure the computer and any peripherals can operate on 220v/50Hz current. (Bring a European power cable or  
 an adapter along with you).

5)  To use TASIS’s Information Technology services (printing and fi le services) and Internet access (web-based  
 email, instant messaging, etc.), all laptops need an Ethernet 100-BaseT port.
 To ensure full compatibility with TASIS’s network services, please follow these simple system guidelines:

> Windows machines should be Windows 2000 or newer. Windows XP Home/Professional is preferred.
> Apple Macintosh computers should be MacOS X or newer.

6) For security reasons, we don’t allow online games on the Wireless network. In addition to assuring maximum  
 security, it saves bandwidth for use by other students.

12



ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES
You may bring small electrical appliances (laptop computers, hair dryers, small stereos). It is best that these are designed 
for either 220v/50Hz or both 220 volts at 50Hz and 100v/60Hz. Switzerland uses 220v/50Hz. Excluding laptops, it is 
generally cheaper and easier to purchase small electrical devices in Lugano. 

If you have dual voltage devices, you will need the proper electrical adapters. If your device needs a 3-pronged grounded 
outlet, then you should purchase a “grounded Swiss adapter”, which may be diffi cult to fi nd. In this case, you can look for 
a “grounded European adapter” and purchase the “grounded European to Swiss adapter” in Lugano. If your device does not 
require a ground (it has only 2 prongs), then you can buy an “ungrounded European adapter”, which should be reasonably 
easy to fi nd. 

If you feel that you need to bring an electrical device to Switzerland that is only designed to work with 100v/60Hz, then 
you will need a 200v to 100v iron-core voltage transformer (these can only transform the voltage, but not the cycles, 
therefore anything that keeps time, like a clock radio, will not work properly, but won’t burn out). Transformers are not 
readily available in Lugano, so you should bring one from home. A voltage converter will not do what is needed, so please 
do not purchase one. 

We suggest you bring a battery-operated alarm clock. You may not bring television sets or electrical cooking equipment 
such as hot pots or rice steamers.

TELEPHONES / FAXES
Calling TASIS from abroad:     Calling TASIS from inside Switzerland:

Telephone: +41 91 960 5151     Telephone: 091 960 5151 
Fax: +41 91 994 2364     Fax: 091 994 2364  

Students are encouraged to have their own cellular telephones, but these must be turned off while in class and during 
evening study hours. Before arriving in Switzerland, check that your cell phone is compatible for Switzerland, or buy 
a Swiss pre-paid cell phone pack (approximately CHF120 for the phone and initial minutes) in Lugano. You can then 
buy additional credit for this system at any Swiss kiosk. Students under the age of 18 cannot obtain a Swiss telephone 
charge account but can use prepaid phone cards.

Swiss International prepaid telephone cards can be bought from any newspaper stand. These can be used on campus and 
in any Swiss public phone-box.

Your parents can contact you by telephone through the School switchboard. You may not receive phone calls while you 
are in class or during the evening study period, from Sunday through Thursday. Your parents are asked not to call during 
these hours, so that academic instruction and structured study time are not interrupted. In case of an emergency, your 
parents can speak with the Duty Administrator.

It is advisable to arrange any long-distance telephone calls in advance. Given the size of the campus and the number 
of different buildings in which you might be found, there can be a delay in locating you. Pre-arranged calls can be put 
through more quickly and effi ciently. E-mail is a good alternative to telephone calls. You may also receive and send 
faxes through the School fax number. You will be required to pay for any outgoing faxes, but there is no cost to receive 
them. 

LONG DISTANCE CARRIERS
Students may contact one of many long distance companies in Switzerland by dialing directly from a pay phone, using 
their phone card:

AT&T: 0800 890 011 - MCI: 0800 890 222 - SPRINT: 0800 899 777
 
LUGANO AREA INFORMATION
The Lugano Tourist Offi ce is a great source of detailed information regarding hotels, special events and exhibitions in 
the Lugano area.  Please feel free to contact the Tourist Offi ce or visit their website: 
Tel:  +41 91 913 3232   Fax:  +41 91 922 7653
E-mail: info@lugano-tourism.ch  Website: www.lugano-tourism.ch
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IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING TRAVEL DATES
TASIS excuses students for missing classes due to early departure or late returns on weekends and vacations only in 
cases of real emergency. Our school calendar is set well in advance so that students and parents can make plans and 
bookings while airline tickets are still available. Vacation dates are determined to accomodate academic requirements 
as well as to allow adequate time for students to travel and spend time with their families. It is extremely important that 
the number of days allotted to classes are not reduced by early departures or late returns. The School will open for early 
arrivals and late departures two days before and after winter and spring vacations to accomodate problems in scheduling 
student travel without missing class time.

When students leave school and miss class for reasons for which the School will not agree to issue an excused absence, 
1% point may be deducted per course for each class missed.

In addition, students will be charged CHF 100 for each fi nal examination which must be rescheduled because of an 
early departure.

Opening Day Arrival:   Friday, September 4th (By 19:00)
End of First Semester Departure:  Saturday-Wedenesday, December 12-16     
     (First Semester Exams: boarding students may leave for 
     Winter Holidays after their last examination)
Second Semester Arrival:   Friday, January 8th 
     (Sunday, January 17th for students not attending Ski Week)
Spring Holiday Departure:   Friday-Sunday, March 26-28
Spring Holiday Return:   Saturday-Sunday, April 10-11
End of Second Semester Departure:  Saturday-Wednesday, May 29 - June 2nd
     (Second Semester Exams for underclassmen: all boarding students 
     may leave after their last examination)

The TASIS School calendar will contain more detailed information with regards to arrival and departure dates.

You can book a taxi to the airport through the School’s reception (reception@tasis.ch) or you may reserve the 
shuttle-bus to Milan-Malpensa airport (www.starstation.ch).

VACATION PERIODS
The campus closes during Winter and Spring breaks and students are not permitted to stay at the School during these 
periods. Each year, TASIS offers a two-week optional trip, at an extra cost, as an alternative to returning home for the 
Spring Break.  Destinations in past years have included Egypt, Turkey, Thailand, Australia, and Tanzania.
Please confi rm travel reservations as early as possible, since fl ights fi ll up quickly during holiday periods.  TASIS can 
assist with travel reservations if necessary.  
Students may not leave school before the indicated departure dates and must report back to school on the published 
arrival dates. 

FINAL TRANSCRIPTS
It is required that your parents contact your current school, and that the school sends your offi cial, certifi ed fi nal 
transcript to the TASIS Registrar. This record must include the grades and credits for the fi nal term/semester at your 
current school, and the grading scale with specifi c details about the minimum passing grade for all work completed 
from the 9th year of school onwards.  All records must be submitted as original documents and in English 
translation and received at TASIS by September 1st.  The Registrar and Academic Offi ce require original transcripts 
with an offi cial English translation. Faxed and e-mail transcripts are not acceptable.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Notebooks, stationery and other school supplies are readily available at the department stores in Lugano.  If you have 
a favorite type of notebook or preferred writing instruments, bring a supply with you as it may be diffi cult to fi nd the 
same brands in Lugano.

FINAL CHECKLIST
Have you packed everything?

•  passport / visas
•  plane ticket
•  money for traveling and small change in Swiss francs (for taxis, telephone calls, etc.)
•  10 passport-size photographs and any permission forms (if not already forwarded to TASIS)
•  personal address book

Great! We’re looking forward to your arrival on September 4th!
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HOTELS 
(RECOMMENDED HOTELS IN THE LUGANO AREA)

PENSIONE AGRA    Tel./Fax +41 91 994 1371
Piazza San Tommaso 1    Email: pensione.agra@sunrise.ch
6927 Agra
2009 rates: CHF 55 (single), CHF 130 (double). Easygoing hotel with a gorgeous view of the Lugano lake and terrace 
restaurant.

HOTEL BELLAVISTA    Tel. +41 91 985 8900 / Fax. +41 91 985 8909
Via Collina d’Oro 72    Email: g.keller@ticino.com
6926 Montagnola     http://bellevue-bellavista.ch
2009 rates: CHF 136 (single), CHF 189 (double). Comfortable hotel with beautiful panoramic view. Restaurant in hotel. 
Located within a ten-minute walk from campus. Special weekly rates available.

HOTEL GROTTO FLORA   Tel. +41 91 994 1567 
6927 Bigogno - Agra    www.grottofl ora-bnb.ch
2009 rates: CHF 120 (single), CHF 180 (double). Newly renovated and comfortable bed & breakfast, wonderful typical 
Ticinese Grotto cuisine. Located within a fi ve-minute drive from campus, above Montagnola. 

HOTEL WALTER AU LAC   Tel: +41 91 922 7425 / Fax. +41 91 923 4233
Piazza Rezzonico 7    Email: hotel@walteraulac.ch 
6900 Lugano       www.walteraulac.ch
2009 rates: CHF 140 (single), from CHF 220 (double). Located in the center of Lugano directly on the lakefront. Restaurant 
in hotel. Close to all amenities. Ten-minute taxi ride to campus. Breakfast buffet included.

HOTEL LUGANO DANTE   Tel. +41 91 910 5700 / Fax. +41 91 910 5777
Piazza Cioccaro 5    Email: info@hotel-luganodante.com
6900 Lugano     www.hotel-luganodante.com
2009 rates: from CHF 195 to 295 (single), from CHF 295 to 390 (double). First-class comfort in the very heart of town, in 
a pedestrian-only zone. In-house cocktail bar and snack bar. Close to all amenities; a ten-minute taxi ride to campus.

VILLA PRINCIPE LEOPOLDO   Tel. +41 91 985 8855 / Fax. +41 91 985 8825
Riva Montalbano 5    Email: info@leopoldohotel.com
6925 Gentilino     www.leopoldohotel.com
2009 rates: From CHF 320 and up (single), From CHF 450 and up (double). Five-star, elegant hotel located in a magnifi cent 
setting overlooking the lake of Lugano.  Three minute drive from the campus.  Excellent restaurant. 

VILLA SASSA HOTEL & SPA   Tel. +41 91 911 41 11 / Fax. +41 91 922 05 45
Via Tesserete 10     Email: info@villasassa.ch
6900 Lugano     www.villasassa.ch
2009 rates: from CHF 250 (single), from CHF 350 (double): Four star stylish villa, hotel and residence (apartments with 
equipped kitchen). Ideally located in a very quiet area in the heart of Lugano with a breathtaking panoramic view over 
the lake and the mountains. A 3,000-square-meter fi tness, wellness and spa centre. Mediterranean restaurant, lounge bar 
and discotheque.

RELAIS AL PARCO    Tel. +41 91 910 3111 / Fax. +41 91 910 3150
Via Massagno 36     Email: relais@parcomaraini.ch
6900 Lugano
2009 rates: 10% off published fees for TASIS families. Residence situated close to the Lugano train station. From studio 
to two bedrooms, each apartment is equipped with a modern kitchen and television. Monthly fees available

GRAND HOTEL EDEN     Tel. +41 91 985 9200 / Fax. +41 91 985 9250
Riva Paradiso 1     Email: welcome@edenlugano.ch
6900 Lugano-Paradiso    www.edenlugano.ch
2009 rates: CHF 198 (single), CHF 315 (double). Luxury hotel directly on the lakefront at Paradiso. Sauna, swimming 
pool, solarium, gourmet restaurant, and piano bar. Ten-minute taxi ride to campus, fi fteen-minute walk along the lakefront 
to the center of Lugano. 

SPLENDIDE ROYAL    Tel. +41/91/985-7711 / Fax. +41/91/985-7722
Riva Caccia 7     Email: info@splendide.ch 
6900 Lugano     www.splendide.ch
2009 rates: CHF 240 (single), CHF 320 (double). Luxury hotel on the lakefront in Lugano.  Sauna, swimming pool, 
restaurant, and piano bar.  Ten-minute taxi ride to campus, ten-minute walk from downtown Lugano.

SWISS DIAMOND HOTEL OLIVELLA  Tel. +41/91/735-0000 / Fax. +41/91/735-0099
6921 Vico Morcote - Lugano   Email: info@swissdiamondhotel.com
      www.swissdiamondhotel.com
2009 rates: New preferential rates. CHF 210-290 (single), CHF 235-290 (double). First-class hotel directly on the lake 
in Vico Morcote, 15 minutes from Lugano. Hotel offers gourmet restaurant, bar, fully equipped wellness center. A shuttle 
is available to bring guests to and from Lugano. Suites also available at preferential rates form CHF 680 to CHF 1’680.

Mention TASIS when booking to get these preferential rates. 
All rates are for high season, approximate, and include breakfast and tax.
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In 1956, Mrs. M. Crist Fleming established The American School in Switzerland as an 
experiment in international education designed to  prepare students for  American colleges 
and universities and to introduce them to European cultures and languages. Today, the 
School is owned and managed by the TASIS Foundation, a Swiss non-profi t educational 
foundation. TASIS offers elementary, middle, high school, and post-graduate programs for 
students aged 4-19. From September 2006, the TASIS Elementary school also includes 
Pre-Kindergarten. It gives English as an Additional Language (EAL) and  Advanced 
Placement (AP) courses as part of an American high-school diploma, as well as courses 
leading to the International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma, which prepares students for 
colleges and universities throughout the world. 

Twice yearly, course-related travels take students to major cities throughout Europe, while 
during winter the School participates in a one-week ski term.  Sports offered during the school 
year include soccer, rugby, volleyball, basketball, tennis, riding, golf, aerobics, dance, and track and 
fi eld. The nine-acre campus has modern and fully equipped physics, chemistry, ecology, and 
biology laboratories, photography labs, art studio, 22,000 volume library, gymnasium, dance 
studio, fi tness center, and music practice rooms, in addition to classrooms and dormitories.

Summer School in June, July, and August offers English or French language instruction 
for students aged 6-13; English as an Additional Language, French, Italian, Painting 
Ticino, Engineering, Art History, Photography Workshop, for students aged 14-18; as 
well as an intensive French program in Chateau d’Oex for students aged 11-17.

TASIS is accredited by the New England Association of Schools & Colleges and the 
European Council of International Schools.

THE AMERICAN SCHOOL 
IN SWITZERLAND

Founded in 1956



Swiss Address

TASIS The American School in Switzerland
Via Collina D’Oro

6926 Montagnola, Switzerland

Tel: +41 91 960 5151   Fax: +41 91 994 2364

E-mail: admissions@tasis.ch              
Website: www.tasis.com 


